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The Dean Writes…  
 

BARCHESTER REVISITED  
Mr Harding, Warden of Hiram’s Hospital and Precentor of the cathedral in 
Anthony Trollope’s fictional city Barchester, was on the verge of resigning from 
his post as warden, due to pressure from the local press. His daughter asked 
him, ‘What are you going to live on?’ He answered, ‘God, that feeds the young 
ravens, will take care of me also.’ His son-in-law, the Archdeacon of Barchester, 
a much more realistic cleric, reacted angrily, ‘Pish! If the ravens persisted in 
refusing the food prepared for them, they wouldn’t be fed.’ 

 
At one level, this is just amusing and fictional 
banter between two characters. At a much more 
serious level, this exchange reveals two very 
distinct and different attitudes among Christians in 
the Church to God’s providence. One group says 
‘God will provide.’ The other group says ‘God helps 
those who help themselves.’                  
                              

 
TWO TYPES OF CHRISTIAN 

‘God will provide’ people tend to be so spiritual that they are inclined to reject 
the material world and its problems, and place faith high above action. They wait 
on God in prayer. For them, God directs Mission and provides the resources for 
Mission. Christianity and business have nothing to do with each other. 
‘God helps those who help themselves’ people tend not to seek to escape 
from the world to be spiritual, but rather embrace the world and its problems, and 
locate the spiritual within the material. For them faith and action go together. For 
them, God calls us to Mission, but we ourselves need to find the resources for 
Mission. Christianity and business can have a common purpose! 
                                    

MONEY FOR MISSION 
I belong very firmly among the ranks of the second group. The Mission of this 
cathedral depends on two fundamental factors: firstly, the living faith and 
prayerful devotion of its members and, secondly, its business success in 
generating income. In other words, Mission needs faith and money. 
            

BAD PRESS 
Recently, a clergyman visited our cathedral from another Diocese and criticized 
our Admissions Charges policy in a newspaper article in which our cathedral was 
described as resembling a Betting office. The attitude of this clergyman saddened 
and disappointed me because he got publicity through the article for his own 
fundraising, and because the cathedral of his own Diocese charges much more 
than we do for admission! It also upset me that our own local newspaper would 
publish such an article against its cathedral in such a mischievous way. 

 
THE BOTTOM LINE 

Now the Estate itself is suffering from the effects of longstanding neglect, and 
also some businesses have had to cease being our tenants because of the 
recession. In the long term, the implementation of the Estate Masterplan should 
help reverse the situation, with a lot of help from our friends. In the short term, we 
need to charge tourists for admission, and engage in other income-generating 
activities, otherwise we cannot go on doing all we do in mission within this city, 
and Diocese, and region. 

 
The Very Revd Professor Gordon McPhate, Dean of Che ster 
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   Judy Hunt Farewell 
 

The Cathedral bid a fond farewell to Canon 
Judy Hunt with a small party held in the 
Cloister Room. 
 

The Dean paid a warm tribute to Judy’s 
contribution to the life and work of the  
Cathedral over the past seven years, to her 
wisdom and eye for detail in Chapter  
discussions, to her fine sermons and  
contribution to the liturgical life of the  
Cathedral, and to the huge skills she had 
brought to an immensely demanding job in 
the Diocese as Director of Mission and  
Ministry. He congratulated her in her  
appointment of Archdeacon of Suffolk and 
wished her very well in her new post. 
Judy was also presented with two books -  
on Suffolk Churches and Suffolk Walks, as 
well as a cheque and a framed picture 
painting of the Water of Life Statue, on  
Sunday. 
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The Cloister Windows - St Aidan 
 

ST Aidan was a monk at Iona, Scotland. 
He studied under St Senan at Inish Ca-
thay. He was Bishop of Clogher, Ireland 
and resigned the see to become a monk 
c. 630. He became an Evangelizing 
bishop in Northumbria at the behest of 
his friend the king, Saint Oswald of  
Northumbria.  When pagans attacked 
Oswald’s forces at Bamborough, they 
piled wood around the city walls to burn 
it; Saint Aidan prayed for help and a 
change in wind blew the smoke and 
flames over the pagan army. Known for 
his knowledge of the Bible, his eloquent 
preaching, his personal holiness, simple 
life, scholarship and charity and mira-
cles, he founded Lindesfarne monastery 
that became not only a religious standard bearer, but a great 
storehouse of European Literature and learning during the dark 
ages. Saint Bede is lavish in his praise for the Episcopal rule of 
Aidan.  

Saints Day: 31 August 

Work Experience Student Connell 
thrives in ‘ideal working environment’ 

 

St David’s High School student Connell  
Bembridge-Sayers (right) spent two weeks with the  
Cathedral on work experience.  

 

Here are his thoughts…  
 

“In the two weeks I have spent on 
work experience at Chester  
Cathedral, I have thoroughly  
enjoyed myself.  It’s been great 
learning how the Cathedral works 
as an organisation with all the  
different departments a  
testament to its success. My  
expectations of work experience 
have been exceeded since coming here, and this is 
purely down to the work put in by all the staff. My first 
impression of the Cathedral workplace was fun and  
enjoyment - everybody seems to want to work here and 
the atmosphere is second to none; it is an ideal working 
environment.  
 

“I have spent time in three departments since working 
here—the Office, the Education department and of 
course, Music. I got on well with everyone at the  
Cathedral but especially with the staff in those  
Departments—such as Claire, Carmella and Russ. 
Philip, Ian and Geoff from the Music department have 
been an inspiration to me and are great to be around. 
Working at the Cathedral has been something I have 
really appreciated and I have loved every minute” 

 The Fabric Advisory Committee  
 

Two long-term members of the Cathedral F.A.C. recently  
retired. Carmella De Lucia spoke with them of their time on 
this integral body of Chester Cathedral: 
 
 
Originally a member of the Diocesan Advisory Committee,  
Professor James Bell has been involved with the Cathedral 
since 1969. He says: “The FAC and Dean and Chapter have  
developed a good working relationship to promote high quality 
development relating to the fabric of the Cathedral. Matters 
range from the design and layout of signs to refurbishing the 
floor of the Nave. The new Song School is an outstanding  
example of sensitive design and is certainly a highlight of  
recent developments.” 
 
Well known architectural historian Dr Ronald Brunskill OBE, 
leaves Chester Cathedral’s FAC after over 20 years  
intermittent service. A  former reader in Architecture of  
Manchester University, Dr Brunskill has many strings to his 
bow, including time spent as a member of the Historic Buildings 
and Monuments Commission for England (English Heritage), 

as well as a founding 
Commissioner on the 
Cathedrals Fabric 
Commission for  
England. While at 
Chester Cathedral,  
Dr Brunskill has seen 
big things happen for 
the building, including 
the re-ordering of the 
Cloister Garth, which 
he says was “quite a 
fundamental  
development.” 

 
We thank them for their hard work over the years  

and wish them well in their future endeavours. 

Dr Ronald Brunskill with the Dean and 
Chair of the FAC, Mrs Fran Hulbert 

Are you an avid online shopper? 
Why not try using 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk   
and raise money for Chester Cathedral 

 

This is a FREE service where you can shop with 
your favourite online stores and, at no extra cost, 
raise funds for Chester Cathedral. You still shop 
directly with each retailer as you would normally, 
but simply by using the links from this site first, each 
purchase you make will generate a cashback dona-
tion to Chester Cathedral. 
 

For example, spend £25 with WH Smith and 3.5% 
will be donated. You will have raised £0.88, at no 
extra cost to your purchase. Make any purchase 
from Amazon and 2.5% will be donated. Insure your 
car with Direct Line and raise £35.00, or purchase a 
mobile phone from O2 and donate £17.50, and so 
on. 
 

You can shop with 600+ Brand Name retailers and 
to raise funds you just use the links from 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk first - it's that simple! 
 

Simply Register online, 
select Chester Cathedral 
as your chosen charity, 
and start browsing the 
shops from your armchair! 



www.chestercathedral.com 

Chester Cathedral Newsletter  -  August 2009 

Music News 
Goodbye Geoff 

 
After a year of making us cringe with 
his bad jokes, making us smile with his  
infectious laugh, and most of all,  
making us proud of his exceptional  
musical ability, Cathedral Organ 
Scholar Geoffrey Woollatt (left) is  
moving on to bigger things as he  
prepares to begin a four year course at 
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama.  

 
 

Geoff Says….. 
"Well what a year! It has been the most fantastic year for me 
in my role as Organ Scholar. It has gone so fast, it certainly 
doesn’t feel like a year since I moved in. 
 

I would like to thank Philip Rushforth and Ian Roberts who 
have been great role models, not just as colleagues, but as 
friends. I would also like to thank both the Cathedral Choir 
and the Nave Choir who have helped make this year so 
special. I think Russ Millhouse deserves a mention too. He’s 
had to put up with me nagging him all year about things like 
getting the photocopier fixed and doing hymn sheets. 
 

I will miss the Cathedral a lot when I move to Glasgow to 
study Organ Performance at the Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama. I am glad to have left my mark on what is 
a brilliant musical offering at Chester Cathedral." 
 

Congratulations!  
 
 
To Ian Roberts, our Assistant  
Director of Music, and Kate 
Green, member of the congrega-
tion and the Cathedral Nave 
Choir, who were married on 25th 
July in the Cathedral.  
 
We all wish them the very best as 
they begin their married life. 
 

 
 

Cathedral Choir Summer Holiday  
 
The Cathedral Choir have began 
their Summer Holiday. 
 
A host of Visiting Choirs will cover 
the Majority of choral Cathedral 
Service, details of which can be 
found in the monthly Scheme of 
Services and Music available 
from the Vergers or 12 Abbey 
Square. 
 
The Cathedral Choir will return on Monday 7 September 
2009. 

Education News  

 
Cheshire Show 

 

The Education Team had 
another very successful 
time at the Cheshire 
Show. Over the two days 
of the show, nearly 400 
young people visited the  
Cathedral’s stand and 
made a small replica of a 
stained glass window to 
take home.  
 
The team were delighted to win a rosette again this year—
for the most interactive stand. 
 

Sandford Award 
 

The Education team were delighted to 
hear that they have been awarded a 
Sandford Award. These are awarded 
by the Heritage Education Trust, a 
body which provides independent quality assurance to  
historic properties and heritage collections with delivered 
educational services .  
 
A judge from the trust had spent a day with the team in 
June. The Education Department had previously  won an 
award in 1999 and 2004 (the awards are of a five year  
duration) and so is delighted to be honoured for a third 
time. 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Prize Giving 
 
The end of the school 
year was marked with 
the presentation of a 
book to each member 
of the Cathedral  
Sunday School by 
Canon Trevor Dennis, 
during congregational 
coffee after the 10am 
service. He paid  
tribute to Jackie  
Rainsforth and all the Sunday School leaders for their hard 
work and commitment.  
 

 
After the presenta-
tions the Sunday 
School enjoyed a 
picnic in the Garth, 
where they were  
entertained by one of 
the Sunday School 
parents, Felix Spoor 
– a professional 
drummer. 

           Wednesday’s Team 

The Boy Choristers 
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Worship in the Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong  
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book  
 Communion Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday in  month  
 
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

Opening Hours: 
 
Visitors: 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 hrs 
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs 
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs 
 

 

AUGUST 
1-8 The Revd Christine Bull  
 and the Canons. 
9-22 Canon Trevor Dennis 
23-31 Canon Christopher Burkett 
 
SEPTEMBER 
1-5    Canon Christopher Burkett 
6-19  Canon Christopher Humphries 
20-30 The Revd Christine Bull  
 and the Canons. 

The Friends of Chester Cathedral’s trip to 
Southwell Minster   

15th/16th September 2009 
 

A few places are available on The Friends of Chester 
Cathedral’s Overnight Outing to Southwell Minster in  
Nottinghamshire. We will also be visiting St Giles, Cheadle and 
Newstead Abbey, home of Lord Byron. Special tours have been 
arranged at both destinations. 
 

The cost of the outing is £130pp sharing a room or £140pp for  
single travellers, which includes all accommodation (at a 3 star  
hotel), travel by luxury coach, meals and admission fees. 
 

If you’d like to join us on the outing , please contact Nick Fry on 
01244 500958 by Friday 14 August. Please note, bookings cannot 
be taken after this date. Places are open to all. 

 

Dates for the Diary  
 

 

¤ 1 August  Second Hand Book Sale                10.0 0am-4.30pm 

¤ 2 August  Service of Storytelling and Hymns    6.30 -7.30pm 

¤ 8 August  National Scout and Guide Concert      7.3 0- 9.30pm 

If you have a sweet tooth…  
 

Why not try some of our very own Chester Cathe-
dral Fudge?  Available now in the Shop. 
 

Don’t forget the Shop doesn’t just sell souvenirs to 
tourists; there are lots of lovely gift ideas too -   
music and cards, puppets and doorstops, books and 
jewellery.  Perfect for Birthdays, celebrations and 
simply to say thank you.  It’s well worth a browse if 
you have not been in for a while.   

Every purchase in the Shop directly benefits the Cathedral. 

Music for a Summer’s Evening 
A very enjoyable music evening was held at the 
home of Jane and Geoff Jones at the end of June. 
Many thanks to Jane and Geoff for their hospitality, 
to Rachel Barlow for organising the programme and 
to all the musicians who offered their time and  
talents to entertain an appreciative audience.  
Thanks also to everyone who provided and served 
the refreshments which we were able to  
enjoy al fresco until a summer shower intervened! 
£300 was raised for the Education Department and 

children’s work in the Cathedral’s link parish in Kondopoga. A further musical evening is 
planned for the evening of 26 September, in the Cathedral Refectory.  

Annemauraide Hamilton about  
to play a piece by Elgar. 
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Southwell Minster 


