
 

 

Canon Trevor Dennis Writes….. 
 
Three large icons from the icon workshop in our lin k parish of 
Kondopoga are due to arrive some time in June; two of them to be hung 
behind the altar in the Lady Chapel, the other to b e placed in the 
sanctuary of St Werburgh’s Chapel.  They have been paid for by the 
Friends, and the money will make a significant cont ribution to the 
remarkable work of the Parish with children, young people and 
disadvantaged adults.  The recession has hit Russia  far harder than this 
country, and in Kondopoga two of the other parish w orkshops have had 
to close for lack of orders.  To make matters worse , the paper mill, the 
main employer in the town, which had recently start ed to give the Parish 
financial support, is struggling to survive.  We ca n see now why it is so 
important that we do all we can to raise funds for them, beyond paying for 
the icons.  Jane Jones, a member of our congregatio n has this to say: 
 

 “ When 26 of us went on pilgrimage to Russia in 2007, many of us felt that we 
had undergone that old cliché, ‘a life changing experience’.   Having seen the 
miraculous work done by the church and St Gregory’s Foundation, for what by 
our standards are pitiful amounts of money, we wanted to help in some way. 
  
In St Petersburg we visited a 
grim, Soviet era psychiatric 
hospital where Olga, a single 
mother, was struggling to 
provide small comforts for the 
many children incarcerated 
within its walls, including her 
son Micha.  We visited a centre 
for street children, which 
provided hope for the future, 
using music, drama and art to 
rebuild damaged lives, for as 
the superintendent put it “it is 
through the arts that the soul 
communicates directly with God.”  We visited an Early Intervention centre, 
where staff are revolutionising care for disabled children by helping parents 
care for them at home rather than committing them to institutions. 
  
In Kondopoga, we saw wonderful, humble, self-effacing people like Father Lev 
and Mother Julia, ministering to the town’s homeless, both adults and children, 
for the fall of communism has brought in its wake a complete disintegration of 
social services. 
None of these people asked us for money, though we were well aware that they 
depended on the financial support that had been given them over the years 
through St Gregory’s Foundation.  Without it many of their programmes would 
have ceased long ago, or would not even have begun.  They appreciated our 
interest in their own efforts, such as the small dairy near Kondopoga which 
provides milk and cheese to feed the children and the market garden at Parish 
House where they grow their own fresh produce.  We saw their new church, 
built from wood with the bare hands of their carpentry team, to accommodate 
their burgeoning congregation.  The wood froze solid in their winter 
temperatures of -40º so that sparks would fly from their saws, but when we 
asked Roman, leader of the building team, why he did it he replied “I do it for 
God.” 
 
(Continued on back page) 
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Anne Frank Exhibition  

Next February will see the Cathedral 
hosting the Anne Frank and You  
exhibition. 
 
This will be a very busy event on a  
subject matter that is still relevant  
today, with its educational lessons on 
areas such as racism and tolerance.   
 
The Cathedral is working closely with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council to 
involve as many local schools in the 
event as possible.  

Cathedral Running 
Team Success 

Hours of gruelling training sessions  
finally paid off when our Cathedral  
Running Team battled through  
treacherous conditions to successfully 
complete the Chester Half Marathon last 
month. So far, Martin Witty, Canon Chris 
Humphries, Chris Walton and Russ 
Millhouse have raised over £800 for  
Cathedral funds and it’s still not too late 
to sponsor them. Please go to: 
www.justgiving.com/cathedralteam  
to donate. 



 

 Tudor Day 
Saturday 6 June  

It’s 500 years since Henry VIII  
ascended the throne, and the  
Cathedral will be marking the  
occasion by devoting Saturday 6 June 
to all things Tudor…. 
 
So why not come along to the Chapter House and 
meet Henry VIII, find out about Tudor customs and 
have a go at some Tudor crafts and games? There will 
be a Tudor menu in the Refectory so you can even eat 
like a Tudor! The Cathedral Shop will have a special 
range of Tudor themed souvenirs on sale for you to 
take home. And at 4.15 pm, the Cathedral Choir will be 
singing Tudor music at Choral Evensong. Just imagine 
sitting in the Cathedral’s medieval choir stalls listening 
to the sound of the sixteenth century – it promises to 
be a truly extraordinary experience. 

 
Two of the  
doorstops on sale in 
the Cathedral Shop. 
What better to have 
standing guard at 
your door? Priced at 
£19.23, there is a  
range of animals to 
collect (left)  

The Cloister Windows 
St Alban was the first British  
martyr, living in the Roman city of      
Verulamium. Although a Roman, he gave 
shelter to a Christian priest fleeing from 
persecution and, influenced by the priest's 
prayer and teaching, he became a    
Christian. When the authorities            
discovered the priest's hiding place, Alban 
exchanged clothes with him. The priest 
escaped and Alban was bound and taken 
before the judge. The judge ordered that 
Alban should receive the punishment due to the priest, if he 
had indeed become a Christian. Alban declared his Christian 
faith, and was sentenced to death. Legend tells us that on 
the site of his martyrdom, a spring of water miraculously  
appeared to give him a drink; also that moved by his  
witness the original executioner refused to carry out the 
deed, and that after his replacement had killed Alban, the 
executioners' eyes dropped out. St Alban's Cathedral is built 
on what is believed to be the site of St Alban’s martyrdom. 

Giving With Joy Christian Stewardship Initiative 
 

95 individuals pledged a total of £42,000 for the year, which 
represents an annual increase of about 10% in congregational 
giving—an encouraging response. Many people have  
expressed their appreciation of the series of five sermons 
leading up to Thanksgiving Sunday; these have been  
produced in a booklet which will be available in the Cathedral 
from Sunday 31st May for a nominal charge of £1. 
Thanksgiving Sunday will now be an annual 
service of worship and renewal at the  
Cathedral and we will keep you informed of 
developments over the next few months. 
 

Chris Humphries, Bill Hardman, John de 
Newtown, Carol Sims, Martin Smith 
(Diocesan Adviser in Christian Giving). 

I   18th Century Concert Orchestra with 
              Cathedral Nave Choir 
 

On Saturday 13 th  
June 2009 at 7.30pm , 
there is the  
opportunity to be 
transported back in 
time to the 18th  
Century. The 18th 
Century Concert    
Orchestra is a  
professional group of 
instrumentalists with a  
national reputation.  

 

The players wear period costumes and play on period 
instruments. Since its foundation in 2001 the orchestra 
has played in theatres, concert halls, churches and 
stately homes across Britain. Their endeavours have 
earned them a National Lottery award and Arts Council 
England recognition, and a performance of Handel's 
Messiah was filmed for two television programmes in 
the recent Channel 4 series Georgian Underworld.  
 
In this performance, members of the 18th Century  
Concert Orchestra will be joined by our own Cathedral 
Nave Choir.  The programme will include two anthems 
by Henry Purcell, I was Glad and O Sing unto the Lord, 
J.S. Bach’s Cantata 12 and Trumpet Sonata by  
Torrelli. The evening will conclude with a performance 
of Vivaldi’s Gloria.  
 

Tickets are £10 (children £5) and are available 
from the Cathedral Box Office or on the door. 



 

 Refectory News 
 

Education News 
 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS 

 The younger 
members of the 
Cathedral, who 
were confirmed 
by the Bishop of 
Stockport on 
Easter Eve—
Richard  
Gunther, Liam  
Carstens, Sam 

Bowler, George Antar and Greg Wise (top, right) with the 
class leaders - Canon Chris Humphries and Claire   
Chatterton. 
 
HALF TERM  
During May half term, families had the chance to  have a 
go at calligraphy and make a bookmark to take home. 
Many thanks to Phil Hodges and all the education volun-
teers who came in to help. During the summer holidays 
there will be a different craft activity on offer each 
Wednesday in the South transept. 
 

    
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TOY   &   BOOK SALE 
Thank you to Jane Jones and her team of helpers for 
organising a toy and book sale in the undercroft. Over 
£450 was raised for the Cathedral’s Education  
Department and the children’s work in the Cathedral's 
link parish of Kondopoga, Russia. 
A second hand book sale is planned for the 1st August. 
Please contact Claire Chatterton in the Cathedral office 
(01244 500957) if you have any books to donate. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

“The Refectory looked super, and 
the service and attention which 
you all provided was efficient and 
unobtrusive and made for a 
happy and relaxed evening. We 
have had several glowing  
comments already. The food was 
excellent and nicely presented 
and we hope you will pass on our 
thanks and appreciation to all 
those who helped to make our 
evening such a success.” 

“This is just to say a very big thank you  for the lovely 
birthday party you laid on for me and my family and 
friends this afternoon. The food was delicious and  

excellently presented, & Dee and Rosie were absolutely 
first class with their hospitality and friendliness.”  

Congregational Congregational Congregational Congregational 
LunchLunchLunchLunch    
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Cold Buffet *  Dessert * Coffee * Free glass of win e 

Adults £6.00  Children £3.00 
        Tickets available from the Cathedral Shop 

Tom and Angela Brodbelt 
Celebrated their Silver  

Anniversary with  
Family and Friends  

in the Refectory 

Sunday School Superintendent Jackie Rainsforth 
had a Birthday Celebration with Family and Friends.  

Chester Cathedral Forum      
 

The next Forum meeting will be 
held on Thursday 11 June 2009  
in the Chapter House at 6.45pm. 
An agenda, report and summary 

accounts will be issued in  
advance of the meeting. All 

those on the Cathedral Roll* are 
invited to attend. 

 
*Anyone over 16 is eligible to enrol if they worship  
regularly at the Cathedral, are engaged in work or  
service connected with the Cathedral in a regular  

capacity, or hold office linking the holder to 
the Cathedral. The appropriate forms are available from 

the Cathedral Office at 12 Abbey Square (01244 324756) 



 

 Worship in the Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book Communion 
Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday in  month  
 
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

Opening Hours: 
 
Visitors: 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 hrs 
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs 
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs 

 In Residence: 
 
 JUNE 
 1-13 The Dean 
 14-27 Canon Trevor Dennis 
 28-30 Canon Christopher Burkett 
 
 JULY 
 1-11  Canon Christopher Burkett 
 12-25 The Dean 
 26-31 Canon Judy Hunt 

Congregational Coffee  
  
· Congregational Coffee will be served in the Cloiste r Room 

from 14th June after the 10.00 service. 

Dates for the Diary  
 
¤ 6 June  Tudor Day       11.00am-4.00pm  
¤ 7 June  Congregational Lunch     12.30pm 

¤ 11 June  Cathedral Forum Meeting   6.45pm 

¤ 12 June  Handbell Concert     7.30pm 

¤ 13 June Chester Cathedral Nave Choir  7.30pm 
  And the 18th Century Concert Orchestra 

¤ 20 June Priests Ordination    5.00pm 

¤ 26 June Mal Waite and the Waite Collective  7.30pm 
  Song School Concert  
¤ 27 June Chester Philharmonic     7.30pm 
  Orchestra Concert  

(Kondopoga continued from front page ) 
 
Moved by the courage and self-sacrifice of these people, we left donations for their work, 
and on our return, and after the Chapter had agreed to establish a link with the Parish in 
Kondopoga, we started a programme of fund raising including a sponsored row on the 
Thames, organised by Judy Davies, and the hugely successful Extravaganza  
organised by Caroline Dennis.  We decided to split any money we raise between  
Kondopoga and our own Education Department and we have ensured that the money is 
ring-fenced so that it does not disappear into any ‘black hole’ either here or in Russia.  
We are also setting up a link between our own Sunday school and the children in  
Kondopoga. 
 
Claire Chatterton and I (with the support of Caroline Dennis), together with a  
wonderful team of committed volunteers, have planned a year’s programme of events, 
which we hope will be fun as well as raising money for both sets of children.  So far this 
year we have had a pancake lunch, a coffee morning and a toy sale.  Future plans  
include an informal musical evening, a hog roast, a book sale, a concert in the refectory, 
a black tie dinner and a craft sale.  We will advertise these events as they come up and 
look forward to welcoming as many people as possible to them.    
When we return to Russia this August, I feel that I will be able to look Mother Julia in the 
eye and say “we too are joining you in this work for God.”   
Thank you to all our supporters for the help and generosity which has already been 
forthcoming.”  
 

Jane Jones 

    International Handbell Concert    International Handbell Concert    International Handbell Concert    International Handbell Concert        
Chester Concert Performance. 

�
Ringers from the US and Chester’s Bishops’ Handbell Ringers combine to 

offer               
a concert celebrating the joy of bell-ringing 

Friday 12 June 2009 at 7.30pm 
 

Chester Cathedral, Abbey Square Chester   
Admission £5 per person—tickets available from Cathedral Box Office 01244 500959 


