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NVorship in the
Cathedral:

Weekdays:
0730 Morning Prayer

(St Anselm’s Chapel)
1230 Eucharist

(1130 on Thursdays)

Saturdays:
0900 Morning Prayer
(St Anselm’s Chapel)
0930 Eucharist
1615 Choral Evensong

Sundays:

Service (said)
1000 Cathedral Eucharist
1130
Book Eucharist 3rd &
5th Sundays)
1530 Choral Evensong

1830

All subject to occasional
variations as published

Opening Hours:
Cathedral (for visitors)
Mon-Sat 0900 - 1700 hrs
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs

Cathedral Shop:

Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs
Refectory:

Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs

In Residence:

The Dean

Q

1730 Choral Evensong (said
service on Wednesdays)

0800 Prayer Book Communion

Sung Mattins (or Prayer

Evening Service on 1st
and 5th Sunday in month

1—2 Canon Dennis
3-16 Canon Humphries
17—30 Canon Dennis

~

ROGATION DAYS: TIME TO REMEMBER THEM?

Watching television local news stories from rural areas, every so often a farm
visit crops up. Generally it's a primary school outing and its aim is to help
young children understand where their food (or some of it!) comes from.

It's probably not only the younger ones who would benefit from reflecting on
our food and its sources.
So where does our food come from? What kind of answer would you give?

One type of answer looks at where the raw ingredients were produced, or
where they were combined or packaged. Another type of answer would look
at the people involved in production. A further type of answer looks to our
faith and acknowledges God as the source of all good things.

Rogation Days can help us to combine these different answers. This year,
the three rogation days in May are 18", 19" and 20th. "Rogation" comes from
the Latin "rogare," which means "to ask," and "Rogation Days" have a long
history in the church’s calendar, and they probably arise from the adaptation
of a pagan custom. Before the Reformation, priests led processions round the
fields, blessing crops and praying for good harvests; as we recognise the
fragility of our environment, not only in this country but throughout the world,
the need for prayer and God'’s help is clear in this century too.

A secondary purpose was to bless the main boundary markers of each
parish, in towns as well as rural areas. Those in the procession carried a
cross, relics, hand-bells, and banners. After the Reformation, a modified form
of the custom, minus its blessings and other Catholic features, was
established under Elizabeth | and gradually became widespread; it was then
known as ‘beating the bounds’.

The custom helped people to connect with the land around them and to
recognise more fully what was needed before a good harvest could be
expected. They became aware of needs such as the quality of land, soil and
seed, the expertise and commitment of the farmers, and suitable weather
conditions at each stage. Without a good harvest, as they well knew, the rich
would survive but the poor would struggle to do so. Similar needs remain
today, clearly acutely so in many areas of the world where climate conditions
are often hostile or where there has been devastation through the actions of
humankind. These needs are coming back onto the agenda of this country
too.

As we travel through our land this Rogationtide, whether on foot or by other
transport, and as we see the land of our brothers and sisters in other
countries, we may wish to give thanks with increased gratitude for our food
and to pray for God’s help for, and blessing on, the harvests in our world this
year.

Canon Judy Hunt
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Chester Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, Chester,

E.mail:

Please sponsor the Cathedral Running Team
in the Chester Half Marathon on Sunday 17 May 2009
Canon Chris Humphries, Chris Walton, Russ Millhouse and Martin Witty
online at www.justgiving.com/cathedralteam
or drop a Gift Aid envelope into reception marked “10K” - Thank You

CH1 2HU. Tel: 01244 324756 Fax: 01244 699040
Website: www.cheste rcathedral.com

office@chestercathedral.com



Bible Talks
Spring Series 2009

Children in the Bible

Wednesdays in the Cloister Room
1.10pm

Children in the

Garden of Eden?

Isaac, Ishmael and Joseph,
too

29 Apr

Genocide and fearful
plagues.
Moses, Miriam and the rest

6 May

20 May Teenagers in love

The Song of Songs

Children in time of war and
conflict: Jericho, Samatria,
Bethlehem

27 May

3 June The boy Samuel

and the boy David
10 June Children in the Gospels

Admission free
No booking required

Donations invited for the work
of the Education Department

Collect for Rogation Days

God our Father,

you never cease the work you have begun

and prosper with your blessing all human labour:
make us wise and faithful stewards of your gifts
that we may serve the common good,

maintain the fabric of our world

and seek that justice where all may share

the good things you pour upon us;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

© CHP, Archbishops' Council 2000

Giving with Joy—Thanks from the Dean

Christian stewardship is between each individual Christian
and God, although the Church operates to some extent as a
go-between. What we give of our time, our talents, and our
money is about the strength of our relationship with God, and
our commitment to God’s work in the world. What we choose
NOT to give is also between ourselves and God.

Our stewardship is ongoing because our relationship with God
in Christ is ongoing. We all have a tendency to settle down in
this world and a matching tendency to settle down in our level
of giving. That's why initiatives like Giving with Joy are helpful
reminders of our need to review our giving from time to time
and possibly to make a new commitment.

| want to thank those who organized it, and | want to thank
you for taking part in it. Especially, | want to thank those of
you who have made a new commitment - and to encourage
those of you thinking about your commitment to take the next
step.

In financial terms, the indications are that our giving has
already gone up by at least £4,998, but the spiritual benefits of
this initiative for our community are even more important than
the financial ones.

Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters

¥ 19th May 988..

33 He is the patron saint of armourers, goldsmiths, locksmiths and jewellers.

| Photo by Janet Walkelr

St Dunstan. Feast Day: 19th May
Born c. 900 at Balstonborough, near Glastonbury, Dunstan was sent to the court of King
Athelstan. He became a Benedictine monk about 934 and was ordained about 939. He
was appointed Abbot of Glastonbury in 943, and revitalised abbeys in the area. He be-
came advisor to King Edred and began a far reaching reform of monastic houses across
the country. After political upheaval under Edred’s successor, Edwy, King Edgar ap-
pointed Dunstan as Archbishop of Canterbury and the King and Archbishop then insti-
tuted the reform of Church and State.
Dunstan was appointed legate by Pope John Xll in 961 and continued his programme of
| ecclesiastical reform. He was a noted musician, played the harp, composed several
hymns, notably ‘Kyrie Rex splendens’, was a skilled metal worker, and illuminated manu-
WA scripts. He retired to Canterbury to teach at the Cathedral school and died there on the




News from the Sunday School and Education Departmen  t

Claire Chatterton. Education Officer
Jackie Rainsforth. Sunday School Group Leader

EASTER GARDEN

As part of the 10.00 am service on Easter Sunday, the
Dean, accompanied by the children in the
congregation, blessed the Easter Garden on the West
steps. Many thanks to Martin Witty, Allan Howe and
Phil Hunt for constructing the garden and to the
Sunday School for decorating it.

Olivia Lowe helping with the Easter Garden

SUNDAY SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT AND CRAFT MORNING

The children and young people of the Cathedral Sunday School enjoyed a morning together
making Easter crafts combined with an Easter egg hunt in the Bishop’s garden. Over 20 children took part ranging in
age from two to thirteen years old.

EASTER FAMILY ACTIVITY SESSIONS

During the Easter holidays the Education Team offered
families the chance to make an Easter Lamb.

New Organ CDs

Two new CDs of organ music are on sale in the Shop, both
recorded by the Cathedral's Director of Music, Philip Rush-
forth. ‘Philip Rushforth plays the Organs of Southwell Min-
ster and Chester Cathedral’ and ‘The Grand Organ of
Chester Cathedral’ are both priced at £12.99 each and
contain many favourites as well as several rarities, includ-
ing Philip’s own arrangement of ‘Dido’s Lament’ by Purcell.

Saturday Singing Club
Open to all children ages 6-11 years
Starts Saturday 2nd May 10am-11.30am in the Song School -

FREE OF CHARGE
For more information or to register please cpntact Russell Millhouse on 01244 324756 \Kﬂﬂf
or email russell.millhouse@chestercathedral.com v g




Events

Recitalists for MAY

7 Keith Hearnshaw Concert Organist
14 Philip Rushforth  Chester Cathedral
21 lan Roberts Chester Cathedral
28 Graham Eccles St Asaph

Song School Concert
7.30 pm, Friday 22 May

Piano music by
Bach Haydn and Schubert

Adults £10, Children £5

Cathedral Box Office 01244 500959

ITS YOUR NEWSLETTER’
Over the next few months, it is intended to reformat the Newsletter in order to give you the information that YOU want.

It is your newsletter, so please tell us what is it that you want to hear about and what you would like to see. Are there any
specific points of interest or mysteries of the Cathedral you would like explained?

Your feedback will be very important in the planning of the new look Newsletter so if you have any ideas please drop a
line to Carmella De Lucia, 12 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU or via email to reception@chestercathedral.com

DIARY DATES

Saturday 2 May

Organ Marathon 9.30am-late

Friends’ Plant Sale

Simon Ward, Cathedral Archaeologist, signs his new book

directed by Philip Rushforth “Chester - A History” in the Cathedral Shop

by attending

Saturday 9 May  7.30 pm

Chester Music Society Concert

Bach Magnificat in D, Brandenburg Concert No2 in F
Handel Gloria, Coronation Anthem

Tickets £6 - £16

Tuesday, 9 June 2009 at 7.30pm Tourist Information Centre 01244 402385
in the Chapel and the Long Room at Eaton Park,
Eccleston' Chester Tuesday 19 May 11.00 am

Mother’s Union Festival Service

Thursday 21 May Ascension Day 7.30 pm
Choral Eucharist

Friday 22 May
Song School Concert Roger Fisher ‘In Concert’

1 "
: # # Tickets £5/£10 Cathedral Box Office, 01255 500959
4 or on the events page of the Cathedral website
#$ $! $%!$ $ www.chestercathedral.com

# $




