
  

 

Worship in the  
Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book Communion 
 Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday in month 
 
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

  December 2008 

Carols can open doors…  
 
Was it 1980 or 1981?  I can’t quite remember.  Anyway it was 
getting near Christmas.  I was a curate in Bradford at the time 
when the Yorkshire Ripper had still not been caught and our 
church was going carol singing round the streets.  We didn’t 
think twice about it because there were plenty of us, but we 
didn’t reckon on the impact for our listeners.  As we began we 
walked along deserted streets, the fear in the city at that time 
was tangible, you could feel it.  But on that dark night as we 
sang by the light of our lanterns at any conveniently placed 
lamp posts, things began to change.  Faces peeped  from 
windows.  Doors were tentatively opened a little then thrown 
wide and others called to hear our hearty efforts.   “Coom darn 
owr Jack, t’carol singers are ‘ere!”  
 
That remarkable night in Bradford, the terror of a community 
lifted for a while.  Love casts out fear.  We sang out the song of 
the angels “Gloria, Glory in the highest.  Peace on earth”.  We 
shared through our singing the truthful tale of the babe born in 
a manger.  The carols made it easy.  They opened doors and 
opened hearts.  Smiles returned and glad greetings were 
exchanged.   “Merry Christmas!”  “Aye, an’ yew too.  Thanks for 
coomin’.  It’s raat cheered oos oop!” 
 
Mission and Mirth - carols old and new  
Carols have a joyful perspective and communicate naturally 
with the public at large.   The Oxford Book of Carols says this:  
“Carols are songs with a religious impulse that are simple, 
hilarious, popular and modern.  Carol literature and music are 
rich in true folk-poetry and remain fresh and buoyant even 
when the subject is a grave one.”  “Christians awake!”  contains 
a verse that deals head-on with the serious subject of our sin 
and rebellion:  
 
“O may we keep and ponder in our mind 
God’s wondrous love in saving lost mankind; 
Trace we the babe, who hath retrieved our loss, 
From his poor manger to the bitter cross:…” 
 
Alll this to a thoroughly cheerful tune! - “Yorkshire” 
by John Wainwright, organist at Stockport parish church in the 
18th century.    If you look at your carol sheets or carol books 
you’ll see that the majority are jolly and full of joy.  For instance 
“Angels from the realms of glory” and “Hark!  The herald angels 

(Continued on page 2) 

Opening Hours: 
 
Cathedral (for visitors) 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 hrs 
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs 
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs 
 

In Residence: 
 1-13 Canon Chris Humphries 
14-27 Canon Trevor Dennis off 
sick—other clergy covering 
28-31 Canon Christopher Burkett 
 

Chester Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, Chester,  CH1 2HU.  Tel:  01244 324756  Fax:  01244 699040 
E.mail:  office@chestercathedral.com                                              Website:  www.cheste rcathedral.com 

News 
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sing”.  Of course some are quiet or even 
sombre with reflective tunes.  For example, 
the Coventry Carol from the 15th century, 
takes the theme of the slaughter of the 
innocents:  
 
“Herod the King, in his raging, 
Charged he hath this day 
His men of might, in his own sight, 
All young children to slay.” 
 
And there are many more lullaby carols with 
more gentle texts focussing on the baby 
Jesus himself, like “Away in a manger”, and 
“Little Jesus sweetly sleep”.  But because 
carols are rooted in the celebrations of local 
communities, in folk-song and in dancing 
(that’s where the word “carol” comes from) 
it’s never long before joy bubbles to the 
surface.  I especially enjoy words that extend 
vocabulary beyond the religious.  Try these 
for size:  
 
“There was mickle melody at that childe’s 
birth” - from “Myn liking” and “Tomorrow shall 
be my dancing day”, and then two 
contemporary examples from the Iona 
community… first, to the tune “Once in 
Royal” 
 
“Once in Judah’s least known city  
Stood a boarding house with back door 
shed, 
Where an almost single-parent mother  
Tried to find her new-born son a bed. 

Mary’s mum and dad went wild 
When they heard their daughter had a child.” 
 
Now I’m not suggesting that this reworking of 
a well-loved favourite should replace the 
original, but perhaps a group of singers 
could use it judiciously to jolt us out of our 
comfort and contentment and help us think 
about the world of today. 
 
Secondly there’s a beautiful modern folk 
carol to a Scottish folk tune: 
 
“Cloth for the cradle, cradle for the child, 
The child for our every joy and sorrow; 
Find him a shawl that’s woven by us all  
To welcome the Lord of each tomorrow.” 
 
From the mouths of babes…  
People of all backgrounds and ages respond 
readily to carols.  I remember driving along 
with my family with a Christmas tape playing.  
Suddenly in the mirror I caught sight of our 
son Michael, not much more than a baby, 
joining in the chorus of “Ding dong! merrily 
on high”.   “Glo - - - -ria!” he sang while we 
were stunned and delighted at the way the 
music effortlessly drew a little child into the 
powerful praises of the season.  
 
We need to be imaginative in the TV age 
and modify the old pattern of carol singing 
round the streets.  A few singers at the door 
cannot make much of an impact if they’re 
competing with Coronation Street inside!  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Photo by Janet Walker 

Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters  
 
Nicholas Stratford  (1633-1707) was an Anglican prelate. He served as 
Bishop of Chester from 1689 to 1707. 
 
He was born at Hemel Hempstead, graduated M.A. at Trinity College, 
Oxford in 1656, and was Fellow there in 1657. He contributed to the 
royalist poetry anthology Britannia Rediviva in 1660, writing in Latin.  He 
became Dean of St Asaph in 1673. 
 
He was one of the founders of the Blue Coat School in Chester.  It closed 
in 1949, and its premises are now part of the University of Chester and 
local government buildings. He promoted good relations with the Chester 
nonconformist Matthew Henry, and supported the Society for the 
Reformation of Manners. 
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T he Education Department 
would be very grateful for 

donations of any unwanted 
plain blankets and wooden 
sticks or staffs. These are to 
help us dress up children as 
medieval pilgrims, visiting the 
shrine of St Werburgh, as part 
of their visit to the Cathedral.  
 

P ilgrimage is 
a popular 

theme for school 
visits and 
dressing up 
greatly 
enhances the 
learning 
experience for 
children. The picture shows an 
example of the type of blanket 
and stick/staff we'd be grateful 
to receive!  
 

D onations can be left at the 
Cathedral office at 12, 

Abbey Square.  

Education Department NewsEducation Department NewsEducation Department News    
From Claire Chatterton, Education OfficerFrom Claire Chatterton, Education OfficerFrom Claire Chatterton, Education Officer    

 

Sixth Form Day 
The annual sixth form conference took place again this 
autumn in the Cathedral and was attended by nearly 
100 sixth formers, from the Bishop's Blue Coat CE High 
School and the Queen's School. This year's theme was 
'Being A Muslim in Today's Britain.'  After a welcome 
from Canon Trevor Dennis, the students took part in 
workshops in which they had the chance to 
meet different speakers. These included  Anjum Anwar 
(Blackburn Cathedral), Dilly Baker and Wahida Shaffi 
(members of the Christian Muslim Forum),  TK Al-Jorani 
(Chester, Halton and Warrington Racial Equality 
Council),Professor Ron Geaves (Liverpool Hope 
University) and Md. Abdul Malique and Md. Shams 
Uddin (Chester Asian Council). The day was very 
successful with positive feedback being received from 
the speakers, teachers and students. Many thanks to 
education volunteers - Adrienne, Bill, Paul and Jane for 
their help with the day.  
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Drop in Family Activity Sessions 
During October half term, the Education team offered drop in activity sessions for families 
visiting the Cathedral. They  had the chance 
to make a stained glass window to take 
home, as well as a chance to ask questions 
about the stained glass windows and other 
aspects of the Cathedral's architecture and 
history. Over 80 people took part over the 
two days, including some who had come in 
especially in response to advertisements.  
Many thanks to education volunteers - 
David, Bernice, Geoff, Gill, Paul and Chrissie 
for coming in to help me. Further sessions 
are planned for the Christmas and February 
half term holidays - look out for the adverts in 
the Cathedral newsletter!   

RIP Mike Harding 
The Education Team were saddened to hear of the sudden death of Mike 
Harding, Learning Officer at the Grosvenor museum. Mike had worked with the 
Education Team over the summer holidays in the organisation and delivery of 
'Cathedral Creations', family activity sessions. He will be much missed. 

David Crossley (education volunteer), with a family and 
their stained glass windows  



5 

 

�����������	
���
��������
	�

���������	���	��
�����
	��������������������

��������������
������������
��
�	�������
��������
�������������	������������
���	������

�������������	��
�������������	��
�������������	��
�������������	��
� ���
�	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
����������������� ���

��
�����	
�
�

�������������
�����	
�
�

�������������
�����	
�
�

�������������
�����	
�
�

����������� ����
	��'����������
�

�+

�*�	��'����������
�

�+

�*�	��'����������
�

�+

�*�	��'����������
�

�+

�*�� ���

#�������+�#0������
#������+��������

,����-���������������.
���''-��,����-���������������.
���''-��,����-���������������.
���''-��,����-���������������.
���''-��� ���
/�0&&����$��������$������-�
��1/�0&&����$��������$������-�
��1/�0&&����$��������$������-�
��1/�0&&����$��������$������-�
��1� ���

$��
������

���
�$���
���-�$��
������

���
�$���
���-�$��
������

���
�$���
���-�$��
������

���
�$���
���-�� ���
���$������������
���$������������
���$������������
���$������������
� ���

����
��2
������
�����
���2
������
�����
���2
������
�����
���2
������
�����
�� ���

�����"
����+������������2
����
3�����"
����+������������2
����
3�����"
����+������������2
����
3�����"
����+������������2
����
3� ���

‘Advent Hope’  
 
We spend a lot of our time waiting for things to happen! Routine waiting is 
boring and frustrating. Waiting in an emergency is painful in the extreme. 
Waiting for something good is exciting and hopeful. 
 
In Advent we are waiting for something good at Christmas. When Jesus 

was born, the world was changed forever: for God came to live 
alongside us, as one of us. In coming here as a human being, God 
showed us that he loves us. Every Christmas is a new chance to take 
God’s love for us seriously, and to start to love other people more, and 
to enlarge the circle of our own love. If we do that, then there will be 
many new births at Christmas, when Jesus is born in each of us. 
That’s something worth waiting for, and preparing for! 
 
Gordon McPhate 

An Advent Message from the Dean 
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From December you will be able to log on to 
the exciting, new look, Cathedral website at 
the same website address:  
www.chestercathedral.com 
 
This has been developed over the past few 
months in order to make it simpler to use 
and easier to update.  Through the website 
you will be able to: 
· Download latest Newsletters, monthly 

programmes of services and organ 
recitals 

· View an improved image gallery 
· View forthcoming events with details on 

how to book Cathedral facilities 

· Make online donations with Gift Aid 
 
Local businesses, accommodation and 
attractions will be able to link their websites  
to the Cathedral’s; in return, they will help by 
promoting events and carrying a link to 
Chester Cathedral on their own websites. 
 
As time progresses the website will develop 
with more functions, such as an online ticket 
booking facility, but if you find something 
that needs changing, or indeed cannot find 
information that you think should be there, 
please send an e-mail to: 
website@chestercathedral.com. 

Garth Garden 
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'New handrails 
have been 
installed on the 
flight of steps 
leading down 
from Abbey 
Square. The 
work was 
carried out by 
Poplar's Forge 
from Deeside.'  

In te rne t  Upgrade 

It was recently calculated that the cost of 
producing and posting the monthly 
Newsletter is around £3 per copy.  Whilst 
being aware that it is a wonderful 
mechanism to keep recipients informed of 
activities within the Cathedral and to provoke 
thought, like many other establishments, 
Chester Cathedral is facing extremely tough 
economic times.  In a drive to save 
resources in stationery, stamps and printing, 
plus the time involved in producing 600 
paper copies, it is intended in the New Year 
to send as many out by e-mail as possible.   
 
Copies will be handed out as usual at the 
first service of the month and a few printed 
copies of the Newsletter will be available 
from the vergers upon request.  Of course 
you will also be able to download it from the 
new Cathedral website, 
www.chestercathedral.com. 

If you would like to receive your copy of the 
Newsletter by e-mail, please contact : 
diane.jackson@chestercathedral.com 
putting ‘Newsletter’ in the subject heading. 
 
In order to update our records, for those who 
would like to continue receiving the 
Newsletter by post in 2009, please write to:   
 
‘Newsletter by Post’ 
Cathedral Office 
12 Abbey Square 
Chester, CH1 2HU. 
 
Please take care to provide your full name 
and address, including postcode.  A 
voluntary annual donation with your request 
would be much appreciated. 
 

Chris Walton, Commercial Director 

A new way to receive Newsletters 
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Where is Chester 
Cathedral? 
Have you ever seen people scratching their 
heads looking for the entrance to the Cathedral?  
Indeed Barclays Bank often gets people 
wandering in, then looking mildly bemused that it 
does not look very liturgical! 
 
The North West Development Agency (NWDA) 
has offered a substantial grant towards improving 
signs to direct people into the Cathedral and, 
once inside, to better direct people around, tell its 
story, and inform them of its features, facilities 

and activities. 
The grant has to be matched by additional funds 
and the majority of this has been generously 
pledged by the Friends of the Cathedral.  There 
is a shortfall however of £6,000 and efforts are 
being made to raise this amount. 
 
Work is underway with Studio 3, an innovative 
group of architects, to ensure that the new 
signage is of a high standard, commensurate 
with the nature of this magnificent building and its 
ministry, and completed by the end of March 
2009, a requisite in qualifying for the NWDA 
grant. 

Giving:  A fresh approach 
Time flies!  It’s now five years since we last had a 
Christian stewardship initiative; many of you will 
remember that it was called ‘Responsible Response’. 
 
More recently the need for a new giving initiative has 
been expressed, so Canon Chris Humphries 
approached some members of the congregation to 
form a steering group to consider the issue again. The 
group consists of Chris, Bill Hardman, John de 

Newtown, Carol Sims and Martin Smith, the Diocesan 
Adviser in Christian Giving. 
 
The congregation-wide initiative  will run from 
February 15th to March 15th 2009. 
You will hear from us early in the New Year but, in the 
meantime, please pray for this initiative and for God’s 
guidance for all who are involved in its 
implementation. 

Carol Sims 

When I was Vicar of Filey on the Yorkshire 
coast, we found that three ideas worked well… 
· Take some musicians with you, preferably a 

brass band. 
· Put on a special carol singing evening at 

church, perhaps with solo/group items 
between the congregational carols, finish 
with mince pies and a warm cup of 
something.  Extend the invitations widely.  

· Take groups of singers around local nursing 
homes, hospitals and hospices.  In particular 
they love to hear children's choirs or groups 
including children.  

 
Cathedral Carolling  
At Chester Cathedral we have a heaven sent 
opportunity to welcome both regulars, visitors 
and strangers to a whole succession of carol 
services and concerts that dominate our 
December calendar.  Many local organisations 
book up two years in advance because it’s such 
a highlight for them.  This year we will host 
MacMillan nurses, the Fire and Police  services, 
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers as well as many local 
schools and other groups.   Our own programme 
of services naturally begins with the Advent 
Carol service on Advent Sunday “Light into the 

darkness” which begins by candlelight only.  The 
illumination gradually increases as the choir and 
clergy process down the aisle, stopping at 
regular intervals to proclaim in scripture and 
song the Advent message of hope.  For full list 
of events see p 3. 
 
Pushing the boundaries 
Part of the appeal of carols is that they break out 
of the four-square mould that we associate with 
hymns.  Their dancing roots are never far away:  
see “Come and join the dance” by Graham 
Kendrick or “Willie, take your little 
drum” (Patapan).  Such carols will not behave 
themselves or quite conform.   They will disturb 
us and shake us out of  complacency but also 
help us to be unfettered and hearty in our 
celebration of Christ’s birth.  This robust 
approach to the festival of Christmas with no 
clear sacred/secular divide is an antidote to 
hypocrisy, apathy and fearfulness.  So sing out 
God’s praises this Advent and Christmas and be 
keenly aware of the powerful effect that your 
carol singing might have in reaching others with 
the love of the babe of Bethlehem, the love that  
knows no boundaries. 
 

Chris Humphries 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 2 19.30  Spiritual Issues Group  
   (St Anselms) 
 4 13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by 
   Geoffrey Woollatt  
   (Chester Cathedral) 
 19.30  West Cheshire College Award 
   Ceremony 
 5 19.00  McMillan Nurses Concert 
 6 11.00  Grosvenor Museum Medieval 
   Christmas in the Chapter House 
 7 18.30  Wholeness and Healing Service 
 8 10.00  Service for Bishop’s Council in 
   the Lady Chapel 
 19.00  Bishop’s Carol Service 
 9 19.00  1st Battalion the Royal Welsh 
   Carol Service in the Nave 
 21.00  Spiritual Issues Group  
   (St Anselms) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

11  13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by 
   Ian Roberts (Chester Cathedral) 
13  19.30  Chesterfest see above 
16 14.00  Volunteer/Staff Reception in the 
   Chapter House 
 19.30  Spiritual Issues Group  
   (St Anselms) 
18  13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by 
   Philip Rushforth  
   (Chester Cathedral)  
 19.30  Guild of St Raphael  
   (St Anselms) 
20 19.30  Sunday School Party Infants 
   (Cloister Room) 
25   NO ORGAN RECITAL 
30  10.30  Children’s Activity drop in  
   sessions (South Transept) 
   (see advert on p5) 

  DECEMBER DIARY DATES 
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For details of Advent, Christmas & Epiphany service s 
and concerts see p 3 
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