
  

 

Worship in the  
Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book Communion 
 Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday in month 
 
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

    February 2009 

Ta les ,  Memor ies  and Ta i ls  

I want to reflect on how we continue to know 
Christ, and why Barack Obama is such a 
powerful speaker, but first you must understand 
that my great-grandfather had a long bushy tail!  
He died whilst I was still a baby so I was never 
able to verify it.  Nevertheless my grandfather 
often assured me of the fact and, aged six, I 
implicitly trusted whatever he said.  He was a 
wonderful storyteller, so he said rather a lot.  
Listening to him was one of my great delights, 
especially if I was bounced on his knee at the same time. 

Although I heard about granddad’s father’s tail often, that 
wasn’t my favourite tale(!).  The stories I liked best were those 
about his pet monkey named Jacko.  My sailor uncle, Tom, 
brought the monkey back from a cruise to South America.  
Jacko lived happily in the south Cotswolds for several years 
until just before I was born.  Now Jacko, of course, really did 
have a long tail.  And that’s where the confusion arose in my 
very young mind.   

I knew Jacko had a long tail from which he often dangled in the 
branches of granddad’s fruit orchard.  Consequently when I 
was told of great-granddad’s appendage the picture that was 
fixed in my mind was that of a monkey’s tail.  That picture has 
stayed with me for fifty years but now I discover it was entirely 
wrong.  My memory had deleted a significant detail only 
revealed in a recent conversation between my daughters and 
my mother.  You’ve probably noticed it straightaway, but it has 
taken me decades! 

Yes, great-granddad didn’t have a slender monkey’s tail, but a 
bushy tale.  His wasn’t the tail of a mischievous primate but of 
a red-brown canine.  Great-granddad was, according to his 
son, a foxy character.  His country-bumpkin appearance fooled 
people into underestimating his quick wits, astuteness, and 
ready shrewdness.  Simply put, he was crafty.  A real fox, 
probably in an almost literal sense since I suspect as a 
landless labourer he sometimes resorted to poaching to put 
meat on the table.  Impoverished and uneducated, the strength 
of his arm and his animal cunning were his only resources. 

My granddad’s stories about his father were meant to pass on 
something of his pride in a father who kept his family together 
against the odds.  Granddad’s determination to better himself 
had its roots in the relentless foxiness his father needed simply 

(Continued on page 2) 

Opening Hours: 
 
Cathedral (for visitors) 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 hrs 
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs 
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs 
 

In Residence: 
 1-7 Shared by the Clergy 
 8-21 Dean Gordon McPhate 
22-28 Canon Christopher Burkett 
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to keep things together.  But my child’s mind 
heard stories of monkey business not 
cunning; mischievousness not serious 
struggle.  And that’s the way I’ve 
remembered it all these years until so 
recently corrected. 

I tell you this tale because it illustrates the 
social nature of remembering.  Like most 
people there are things from my early 
childhood, like granddad’s storytelling, that I 
remember with great clarity.  Much, of 
course, of what happened to me then has 
long since been forgotten.  What marks the 
difference between remembering and 
forgetting is how those memories are related 
to social groups that still have significance 
for me.   

I take great pride in the Thomas Hardy-like 
community from which I come. The 
peasantry of Wessex, the opportunities 
brought by the Great Western Railway, and 
the mellow stone cottages of the Cotswolds 
are all things of great significance in my 
personal history – real and imagined.  
Narratives that link such things with my own 
family history and personal experience are 
much more likely to be readily remembered 
than other things that have no such linkages 
even though they may have been really 
important at the time they happened.   

Sometimes the remembrances are distorted, 
as mine were of great granddad’s tail, and 
yet other social events – in this case my 
daughters’ chatting to their grandma over the 

dinner table – will correct and reshape them 
into new memories. 

This social nature of remembering figures 
prominently in the high hopes generated by 
President Barack Obama; the heritage of the 
civil rights movement in the United States 
are obvious enough but it is more than that.  
Obama has somehow managed to engage 
people from all sorts of backgrounds with the 
notion that achievements in the past can be 
repeated, and that the effort to do so can be 
owned as ‘ours’ by everyone.  What was 
abstract fact about the past has become 
motivating vision for the here and now.  
Social memory has become the rhetoric of 
immense possibility.  

In his appeal to the memory of Abraham 
Lincoln Obama links his aspirations with 
nation-forging strivings to overcome division 
and create hope in the harshest of 
circumstances.  Of course many have looked 
to Lincoln as a model for this or that strategy 
or ideal.  What is different this time is the 
evident similarities between the two despite 
the differing party allegiances.  By that I 
don’t mean age, relative lack of experience 
in high office, physical stature, success as 
an author, or the number of other similarities 
mentioned in the press recently.   

What strikes me in particular is that Obama 
shares Lincoln’s ability with the spoken word 
that overcomes a jaundiced suspicion of the 
value of words.  Whatever else can be said 
of him it is clear that Obama speaks with 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters  
S aint Werburgh, shown as a crowned Benedictine Abbess, was daughter 

of King Wulfhere of Mercia and his Queen, Saint Ermenilda.  Associated 
with the founding of several religious houses she was renowned for her 
reforming zeal in their organisation.  The material about her is mostly 
legendary.  One story has her penning a flock of vicious geese which had 
devastated food crops in the village of Weedon in 
Northhamptonshire.  Caught by the saint they begged to be released and 
expressed penitence for what they had done.  From such stories a special 
affinity for the natural world has been attributed to her.  She died at the 
nunnery at Threckingham in Linclonshire.  Her body was translated to 
Chester to save it from marauding Danes and her shrine in this building 
when it was an abbey brought pilgrims here for centuries until it was 
destroyed under Henry VIII. 
 
Born:  Staffordshire  

      Died:  3 February 699  
      Saints Day :  3 February 
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CHRISTMAS CRAFT SESSIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Tuesday after Christmas the 
education team offered families the 
chance to come and make a star. The 
south transept proved to be a hive of 
activity with over 80 people taking part 
during the day, decorating their stars 
with glitter and  jewels (of the plastic va-
riety!) Visitors included  families from 
Poland, the USA, Canada and Norway. 
It was also good to welcome local fami-
lies, including some  from St Werburgh's 
church, and to hear from one  family, 
who told us that they had enjoyed the 
October half term activity so much that 
they had returned for more. Many thanks 
to Gerry Roxby, from the Cathedral 
works' department, who made the star 
templates, and to education volunteers, 
Elizabeth, David, Bernice and Geoff, for 
giving up their day to help.  

CRIB SERVICE 
The crib service took place on Christmas Eve and was well attended, with over 400 people present in 
the Nave to see the blessing of the crib and the nativity play. This play was performed by 25 children 

and young people from the Cathedral Sunday school, ranging in age from 2 to 
13 years old. The parts of Mary and Joseph were played by Annabel and 
Thomas and it was good to have a live baby taking part again this year. This 
year's baby was James Wardle, grandson of Jane and Geoff Jones. Many 
thanks to all the Sunday School helpers for their assistance and to all the 
parents for their support. It was lovely to see the younger members of the 
congregation taking part in the service in their nativity 
costumes and well done to the older members who read the 
story so well. Congratulations and thanks also to Phoebe, who 
represented the Sunday School at the Nine Lessons and 
Carols service earlier that day and read faultlessly in front of 
the 1,400 people present. 

News f rom the  Educat ion  Depar tment   
and  Sunday Schoo l  

Education Volunteers, Geoff Taylor and 
Elizabeth Moncrieff, with the Shingler Family 
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Alexis from the USA 
with her star!!  
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Giving with Joy 
 
Chester Cathedral Stewardship Initiative:  
Lent 2009 
 
Sunday Sermon Series 15 February—15 March at 10.00am 
and 11.30am services 
 
1.  Why give? —15 February   
 The Dean 
 2 Corinthians 8:  1-15; John 3:  1-16 
 
2.  Count Your Blessings —22 February 
 Canon Dr Judy Hunt 
 1 Peter 1:  3-9; Luke 19:  1-10 
 
3.  The Offering of Worship —1 March 
 Canon Dr Trevor Dennis 
 Colossians 3:  1-12; John 12:  1-8 
 
4.  The Joy of Giving —8 March. 
 Canon Christopher Burkett 
 2 Corinthians 9; John 6:  1-14 
 
5.  Giving Thanks —15 March. 
 Canon Chris Humphries 
 Romans 12:  1-13; Luke 17:  v11-19 

Confirmation Classes 
There has been a heartening response from our young 
people to the invitation last month to join a Confirmation 
Preparation Group.  This will now begin after half-term 
and Canon Chris Humphries will let those interested have 
further details directly.  We still have room for more 
candidates… please contact Canon Chris. 

In addition we are hoping to form an adults’ group.  Any 
interested in being confirmed on Easter Eve, Saturday 11 
April, should contact our Priest Pastor, the Revd 
Christine Bull. 

If you are not sure whether you will wish to be confirmed 
or not, please still come forward. One of the things we 
will do is explore what Confirmation means, and you will 
be able to decide for yourselves whether to go forward. 
Preparation classes will be held during Lent and the far 
side of Easter. Full details of dates will be given 
once we have the lists of names and know more 
about when people will be available. 

Chris Humphries 

Iris reticulata and cultivars 

Bulbous reticulate iris with 
wonderful fragrance 
originating from Iraq and 
Turkey.  Ideal subject for 
naturalizing the foliage 
completing photosynthetic 
duties before summer 
commences. 
    Phil Hunt  

In the Garth 
Garden this 
month 
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15 Feb In a city slum   14:  1-9 
  4 Mar A room behind closed doors 14:  10-25 
11 Mar In a garden    14:  26-52 
18 Mar In the house of privilege 14:  53-72 
25 Mar At the palace of power  15:  1-20 
 1 Apr The sanctuary of death  15:  21-39 

directness, simplicity and an authenticity that is 
Lincolnesque. In stories as well as ideas he 
positions those who hear him as sharers in a 
great and worthy task. He redraws the memory 
as a thing of belonging and purpose; a way 
towards change for the better.  His “Yes we 
can” asserts a hope prompted by memory. 
And it was there again in his inaugural address 
in the appeal to remembrances both personal 
and national. 

Memory here is more than recollection.  It is 
rather a means towards a common purpose 
and an inspiration towards achievement.  This 
is a use of memory familiar to Christians.  In 
our coming together in worship we constantly 
renew our shared memory of Jesus and make 
that memory operative in the world.  To keep 
that memory true and active we have to 

constantly share it with one another.  Memory 
is kept alive by our action together.  It is 
corrected and tempered by our worship 
together.  Memory is never only something 
that goes on in our minds.  It is no coincidence 
that Saint Paul writing to the Christians of both 
Philippi and Thessalonica links his 
remembering of them to his action in praying 
for them.  Memory requires activity, and 
without activity memories die. 

Christ commanded us to “do this in 
remembrance of me.”   Together in the 
Eucharist the memory of Christ is alive 
amongst us.  Out of that memory, we 
ourselves can be made more Christ-like and 
find new resources to make the world a better 

place.  Yes we can!  
Christopher Burkett 

(Continued from page 2) 

Living the Story: An Invitation 
Do you remember Leonardo DiCaprio 
standing at the prow of the Titanic shouting 
wildly, "I'm the king of the world"?  All of us 
watching the 1997 smash-hit film had 
already been won over by the character he 
was playing.  We all knew just what Jack 
Dawson was about because we're all so 
familiar with a romance story: he is 
handsome, he is eloquent, he has a nobility 
of spirit that has enabled him to win over a 
high-born lady, and eventually he will 
calmly accept death in order to save that 
lady; his only demand that she, for the sake 
of their love, must never give up on life.  A 
romance follows a structure and logic that 
we all somehow have hard-wired into our 
minds.  That is the power of story-telling. 
 We are all familiar with how stories 
work in their different forms.   We have a 
feel for a plot that's well structured in the 
likes of Poirot or The Bill.  And we naturally 
feel affinity with the way some characters 
are drawn, or are repulsed by others.  We 
inhabit a world of stories in which the 
techniques of narrative come easily to us. 
 According to the philosopher Alasdair 
MacIntyre, we create our sense of what 
matters and how we should behave by 
referring, consciously or unconsciously, to 
stories that we have learnt.  He writes, "I 
can only answer the question, 'What am I to 
do?' if I can answer the prior question, 'Of 
what story or stories do I find myself a 
part?'"  Stories gives us the resources from 
which we build our values and our actions.  
Stories are that important, and that's why 

Scriptures has stories so important. 
 This Lent’s Bible Talks will look at Mark’s telling of 
the story of Jesus’ last days.  The Talks will look at ways 
of making Christ’s story our own.  Why not come along 
and find your place in the story? 
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When I told one of the lay clerks 
that I was writing this article, he 
helpfully retorted that a day in my 
life would be simple. ‘8.00am: 
start playing the Cathedral organ, 
10.00pm: stop playing the 
cathedral organ and go to bed’. In 

reality things are quite different. Each day is 
multifaceted and the challenges stretch far 
beyond the organ loft. But I feel lucky to be able 
to play my part in our thriving music department. 
  
The Thursday lunchtime organ recital series is an 
important feature in the musical life of Chester 
Cathedral. On some occasions we have a visiting 
recitalist, sometimes even a celebrity of the 
organ-playing world. But more often than not, it is 
a member of the ‘home team’ that plays, and so 
on average, I play once in every five weeks. The 
lead up to a recital is important. I do a final hour 
of practice from 9 -10.00am and then rehearse 
some of the music for the weekend services on 
quiet flute stops until 10:45am  
 
Following this I have various important 
administrative tasks.  This includes publicity for 
forthcoming Cathedral Nave Choir events, 
organising auditions for a couple of prospective 
new members, sticking labels on music and 
organising the visiting choirs that will lead the 
worship during choir holidays. A big, new venture 
at the moment is the Chester Cathedral Singing 
Project, our new chorister outreach programme 
for which I am Project Manager. In each term, we 
will work with the pupils and teachers of three 
local primary schools. All will have the opportunity 
to work with our vocal leaders and the Cathedral 
Choristers themselves. This all needs a lot of 
organising. 
 
As lunch time approaches, it’s time to think about 
the organ recital again. Today a mixed and varied 
programme with an Epiphany feel. The 
performance starts at 1:10pm and lasts 35 
minutes. There are approximately 80 people in 
the audience. After a quick lunch, time for a few 
more e-mails and musical preparations for 
afternoon and evening.  
 
I rehearse and conduct the boys and lay clerks of 
the Cathedral Choir on a Thursday at Evensong. 

Concurrently Philip Rushforth rehearses the girls 
and Geoffrey Woollatt the probationer choristers. 
All begin to arrive at 3:45pm, already hungry and 
tired after a long day at school. We are now lucky 
to have matrons who administer sandwiches and 
drinks to the choristers.  
 
Working with the choristers on only a weekly 
basis is an interesting challenge. Choristers 
arrival is staggered depending on the school that 
they attend. The latest can sometimes not arrive 
until 4:30pm. With limited rehearsal time we have 
to produce an Evensong to the highest musical 
standards for which we are famous. For me, 
perhaps most rewarding is the work undertaken 
with the youngest choristers in the first ten or 
fifteen minutes of the rehearsal. It is these 
children that will form the choir of the future. 
Cathedral Choirs never stand still, they are 
continually developing and that is very exciting.  
 
We rehearse in the quire stalls with the lay clerks 
at 5.00pm. When I return to the Song School with 
choristers and lay clerks following the 5:30pm 
Evensong, members of the Cathedral Nave Choir 
are already gathering for their rehearsal. By this 
point, I am quite tired and could be at risk of 
feeling that I’ve had enough for one day, but I am 
continually inspired by the fact that the choir 
members have also had a long day in their 
various professions, at school or at college, and 
they are always raring for action. The choir has 
various Evensongs and special Cathedral 
services coming up, and particularly notable is 
the concert of music by Brahms and Parry. This 
needs a lot of rehearsal but I have no doubt that 
the concert will be fantastic.  
 
The rehearsal finishes at 8:30pm, I then need to 
switch lights of, close doors, check heaters etc. 
and so leave the Cathedral soon after 8:45pm. I 
always try and have at least one pint in the pub 
following this. The social life is such a very 
important part of the life of the choir. Geoffrey 
Woollatt’s assistance as pianist, singer, taker of 
sectional rehearsals and pub-attendee proves 
invaluable. I leave the pub at 10pm, to go home, 
eat my tea, and have the first real conversation of 
the day with my fiancée, Kate, at the end of just 
another day in the office.      

Ian Roberts 

A Day in the Life of the Assistant Director of Musi c 
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"Keep Chester Cathedral 
Running" 
The Shell Chester Half Marathon takes place on 
Sunday 17 May 2009.  Last year 5 runners from 
Chester Cathedral raised over £1,900 which 
contributed towards the restoration of the 
Chapter House window.  You can now enter 
online through http://www.westcheshireac.co.uk/
roadracing/halfmarathon; but hurry, there are 

only 2,800 places which will fill up quickly.  If you 
want to enter and raise money for the Cathedral, 
the easiest way is to set yourself up with a 
sponsorship page on JustGiving.com, which you 
can get to by clicking on the 
'donate online' button on the 
Cathedral website.  Otherwise 
please contact Chris Walton 
who will be happy to provide 
you with a sponsorship form. 

 

Happy Christmas Anyway! 
“Did you have a good Christmas?” becomes a 
stock conversation starter in the last days of 
each December.  When I reply, “Yes, thanks, and 
I still am,” people look at me in a bemused way.  
Christmas is a time of the year when the differ-
ences between the Christian calendar and the 
secular calendar become most obvious, though 
sometimes it's hard to see that in a cathedral 
with carols sung in November! 
 
Weeks of preparation and hectic shopping end 
with the secular celebration of the 25th December 
blow-out.  The sales and plans for summer holi-
days soon fill the space previously occupied by 
thoughts of Christmas.  In the Christian calendar, 
however, the 25th of December marks the begin-
ning of a season, not its end.  What the Church 
now marks as Christmas and Epiphany was once 
a single great festival celebrating the showing 
forth of Christ amongst his people.  The idea of 
the twelve days of Christmas comes from that 
wider celebration. 
 
The Church calendar extends the theme of 
Christmas even further by calling the weeks of 
January ‘Sundays of Epiphany.’  The idea here 
being that we continue to have as a predominant 
theme of our worship the wonder of Christ born 
and active amongst his people.  The season 
doesn't finally end until the Feast of the Presen-
tation of Christ in the Temple on February 2nd.  
The workaday world has left Christmas far be-
hind, but the Church is still thinking on it. 
 
The difference in the two timescales is signifi-
cant.  The secular calendar takes its cues from 
the cycle of the seasons and the world of work 
and leisure.  The Christian calendar has its focus 
on the birth, activity, death and resurrection of 
Jesus.  If it has any time reference, it is to eter-
nity - more a reference out of time!  Within the 

Christian calendar, the Sundays are the first days 
of the week and all are named after aspects of 
God’s being and activity.  Even weekdays often 
bear the names of saints’ feasts in place of the 
Monday to Saturday labels. 
 
Some churches, in a bid to be relevant and easily 
understood by the wider world, have abandoned 
the Christian calendar in favour of the everyday 
one.  The intention is worthy but the conse-
quence is corrosive of the alternative the gospel 
offers.  The workaday calendar with all its de-
mands makes us slaves of time.  In our time-poor 
world an alternative way of look at the passing 
days is a great liberation.  Time ever presses on 
us, the rush of deadlines and fixed dates comes 
and goes, and we are all burdened by the relent-
lessness of it.  Indeed, such is the pressure that 
several companies have made vast business 
empires out of the simple idea of selling people 
ways to manage time.  The Christian calendar 
offers a way out of a crushing time-bound striv-
ing.  Keeping both calendars makes the point 
that we all live in time and eternity. 
 
In that great classic of modern spirituality Prayers 
of Life, Michel Quoist writes, “You who are be-
yond time, Lord, you smile to see us fighting it.  
And you know what you are doing.  You make no 
mistakes in your distribution of time.  You give to 
each one time to do what you want done.”  The 
different marking of time in the Christian calendar 
restores to us time as a gift not a burden.  It asks 
of us a re-ordering of priorities that puts the 
things of love and grace first.  There is always 
time to do what is really significant in living.  Time 
shortage is a burden we make for ourselves.  
Quoist ends his prayer with words for us all, 
“I am not asking you tonight, Lord, for time to do 
this and then that, but your grace to do conscien-
tiously, in the time that you give me, what you 
want me to do.” 
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NoticeboardNoticeboardNoticeboard   

 
 
 1 12.30  Congregational Lunch 
  18.30 Candlemas Vigil 
 4 19.30  Giving with Joy meeting in  
   the Cloister Room 
 5-7 10-1700 Art Exhibition in the  
   Refectory (see above) 
 5 13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Roger Fisher (Chester  
   Cathedral 1967-96) 
 7 19.30  Manchester Camerata  
   Concert 
11  16.00  Live BBC transmission of  
   Choral Evensong—please  
   be seated by 15.45 at the  
   latest 
 
 
 

 
 
 
12  13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Philip Rushforth  
   (Chester Cathedral) 
13  19.30  Opera Hesperia: Dido and  
   Aeneas, by Henry Purcell  
16 14.00  Honorary Chaplains meeting 
   in the Cloister Room 
19 13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Simon Russell (Nantwich) 
25  13.10  Bible Talk in the Cloister  

   Room (see advert on p5) 
26  13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Ian Roberts (Chester  
   Cathedral) 
27 19.30  Song School Concert 

  FEBRUARY DIARY DATES 
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A German Requiem, Johannes Brahms  
Songs of Farewell,  Charles H.H. Parry with Becky Hay (soprano)  

and Edward Hartwell-Jones (Baritone)  Saturday 14th March 2009  7:30pm at Chester Cathedral  Tickets £10, children £5, available 
from the Box Office 01244 500959 or see our website www.chestercathedral.com 

 


