
 

 

Canon Trevor Dennis writes: 
The Second Cathedral Pilgrimage to Russia 

A grand cathedral in St Petersburg.  It was our 
second day in Russia, and I had some 
members of our congregation in Chester, who 
were ill, very much on my mind.  It was so easy 
to pray for them.  Stepping inside that 
cathedral in the middle of their Sunday liturgy 
was like stepping into heaven, right into the 
presence of God.  All the emphasis of the 
worship was on the sense of the holy and the 
presence of the divine.  I simply brought those 
on my mind with me, and let God embrace 
them. 
A week later and liturgy in the new church in 
Kondopoga, in Karelia, in NW Russia.  The 
icononstasis half finished; no electricity in the 
building yet, but much, much beauty, and 
again that deep sense of the holy.  Father Lev 
presiding; children first in the queue for 
receiving Communion, and babies and toddlers 
lifted up by their parents to receive (as soon as 
you are baptised in the Orthodox Church you 
can receive Communion; would that the 
Church of England would follow suit!). 

A remote village in Karelia, some miles from Kondopoga.  As we walked 
through the trees by the side of the lake, past the graves, we heard the sound 
of singing coming from inside the tiny, exquisite wooden chapel.  Just a few 
voices, including a tenor and a rich Russian bass you could have dropped 
straight into our Cathedral choir.  One of the priests from Kondopoga, Sergei, 
chanted the intercessions, and the little choir responded.  A row of icons on the 
east wall, painted in the Kondopoga workshop, glowed in the small air, and all 
was holy.  Twenty seven of us from England could not all fit inside at once.   
The worship has left a lasting impression on me, and I can’t help contrasting it 
with much of the worship of the Church of England, which sometimes gives not 
even a passing thought to beauty or a sense of the holy, and which too often 
focuses our attention not on God, but on the gathered community.  We have 
‘Back to Church’ Sundays here, but no ‘Back to God’ Sundays.   
Yet the members of the Kondopoga Parish community are hardly other-worldly.  
A community that not only feeds vagrants and alcoholics on a daily basis, but 
delouses them, cuts their hair, cares for their medical and family needs, and 
tries to rehabilitate them and give them work, has its feet very firmly on the 
ground.  We were having lunch one day in Parish House, the centre for all their 
work in the community beyond their worship, when Irina, the woman who had 
come from St Petersburg with us to help translate, whispered in my ear, ‘They 
are feeding the vagrants.  Do you want to come and see?’  I was curious and I 
did want to see, but I declined.  I thought I would be just a voyeur.    
Their work with children was hidden from our sight also, and they are so self-
effacing about it all.  Their summer camps at the dacha, the lakeside wooden 
house some miles from Kondopoga that they have built for children’s activities, 
were over.  The rowing boats, bought from funds raised by Judy Davies after 
our last Pilgrimage, were free for us to use when we went out there.  The 
weekend workshops and activities in Parish House, attended now by 160 
children and young people, had been suspended for the summer.  No doubt, 
some feeding of children from dysfunctional families was going on. During the 
school holidays in particular they feed 30 children, who otherwise would go 
hungry, and take food to the homes of a few disabled children, also.  Now the 
dacha is finished, they run winter camps there as well, and their Christmas 
party in Parish House is packed out.  
      (Continued on back page) 
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With the thirtieth 
anniversary of his 
ordained ministry 
looming, Canon  
Christopher 
Burkett  looks 
back on three 
decades in the 
priesthood…  
 
‘The worst of all trades?’ 
Thirty-one years ago we moved into the  
curate’s house with a small hire van and 
the help of a friend. When we moved here 
it needed two pantechnicons and a team 
of lifters. Is that a parable of life? It’s so 
easy to get cluttered up as the years pass. 
 
I was asked for a few reflections on thirty 
years of priesthood. The temptation is to  
become a grumpy old man–my children 
tell me I am anyway! To dwell on the  
clutter that comes with things done for a 
long time. Yes, the Church is very different 
now than then. And it’s so easy to see the 
negatives. But then I remember that the 
only time I’ve had a door slammed in face 
was in my first curacy. “We ain’t  
interested,” she shouted, “in fact me and 
my old man ain’t int’rested in anything.” 
Things weren’t always better ‘then.’  What 
stays with me are those who were 
“int’rested.” The priest’s privilege is to be 
invited into others people’s lives.  That 
trust is a constant and humbling joy.  As 
are the eleven individuals from  
congregations I’ve served now themselves 
sharing the same privilege. 
 
I think also on the groups that have been 
“int’rested.” Interest turned into pioneering 
social care work, church working with  
industry and local authorities, on the street 
contact with youngsters, initiatives in adult 
education, community-wide celebrations, 
and people to people contact in what was 
then a very troubled Belfast. Again not the 
outworking of any talent of mine but rather 
the trust to forge relationships given to a 
priest. Whoever called priesthood ‘the 
worst of all trades’ complemented the 
thought with the conclusion ‘the best of all 
professions’.  If Christian professionalism 
is about the opportunity afforded a public 
profession of faith in Christ, I’d say ‘Amen’ 
to that. 

Christopher Burkett. 



 

 Message from the Dean 
In the steps of Moses: 
To Egypt and Jordan with The Dean. 

 
Following our very  
successful Pilgrimage to  
Turkey in the Steps of St Paul 
in April 2009, I am pleased to 
announce that Bishop John 
Hayden (Assistant Bishop in 
our Diocese) and I will lead a 
Pilgrimage in 2010 in the Steps 
of Moses, from Saturday 10th 
to Friday 23rd April. I do hope 
you’ll want to join me for this 
exciting experience! 
 
 

We’ll spend the first week in Egypt. In  Cairo we’ll visit 
the Pyramids, the Old City, the Egyptian Museum, and 
we’ll sail on the Nile. In Luxor we’ll visit the great  
Temples and the Valley of Kings. We’ll travel through 
the Sahara Desert to the Red Sea, and we’ll visit  
ancient monasteries, before reaching Mount Sinai, 
which we can climb. 
We’ll spend the second week in Jordan, visiting the  
fascinating ancient city of Petra, the crusader castle of 
Kerak, Mount Nebo, the Dead Sea, and the great  
Roman city of Jerash (the Pompeii of the Middle East), 
and many biblical sites. 
If you’re interested, please take a look at our Marantha 
Tour booklet which is available from my secretary,  
Carmella De Lucia. 

Dean Gordon 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to Chorister Matron Elaine 
Mines who successfully  
completed a midnight ‘starlight 
stroll’ through Chester City  
Centre last month. 
 
Elaine finished the six mile 
walk in under two hours and 
raised nearly £100 in sponsor-
ship  for the Hospice of the 
Good Shepherd. 
 
Well done Elaine! 

 
A Craft Demonstration  
Evening  
 
 
Why not discover your creative side 
by coming along to a Craft Demonstration Evening in the 
Cloister Room this month?  
 
For one night only, on Monday 19 October at 7.30pm,  
you can try your hand at making your own jewellery, 
chocolate with a real chocolatier, and have a go at flower  
arranging with Liz Hardman or sugar-craft with Andrew 
Clay. 
 
Tickets are £6, including refreshments. Please see any 
member of the Sunday School, or ring Karin Lyle on 
01829 260418. Proceeds to our link Parish of  
Kondopoga  and the Cathedral Education Department. 

The Image of the  
Unseen God 
 
Hermione Roff,  wife of  
Chester  Cathedral’s  
former Precentor, Canon 
John Roff, has written a 
book of poems reflecting 
on The Image of the  
Unseen God. 
 
The poems  have been 
written over many years 
and are an attempt to  
capture different reflections on encountering God in the 
Word, in the world and in God’s children.  
 
Priced at £6.99, all profits from the book are to be do-
nated to The Children’s Society. It is available for  
purchase in the Cathedral Shop or alternatively you 
can order direct from the author by sending your name, 
address and £1.25 for postage and packaging, stating 
how many copies you would like. Cheques should be 
made out to Hermione Roff and sent to 14 Westbourne 
Road, Lancaster, LA1 5DB 
 
Or alternatively, order by email at 
hermione@roff.org.uk.  

THE FRIENDS  
OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL  

ANNUAL LECTURE 
 

Thursday 22 October 
7.30pm    

  
‘WHY CATHEDRALS  

MATTER’ 
 
Given by the Rt Hon. Frank 
Field, MP for Birkenhead 
and Lay Canon of Chester 
Cathedral . 
 
One of Parliament’s best 
known Members, Frank 
Field’s interests range from local issues to Europe and 
since 2005, he is Chairman of the Cathedral Fabric  
Commission for England. 
 
All are welcome. Tickets include light refreshments and 
are only £5; available from the Admissions Desk in the 
Undercroft, 01244 500959, on the door or online at 
www.chestercathedral.com.  



 

 Music News 
 
We are very pleased to welcome 
Simon Walker as our new Organ 
Scholar. Simon was a chorister 
at Durham Cathedral and has 
just graduated from Edinburgh 
University, where he was also 
Organ Scholar at St Mary’s  
Cathedral.  
 
During the last few years we 
have had a succession of  
excellent deputy Decani bass lay 
clerks sing our services, and this 
term we welcome District Judge Ian Sanderson as  
Decani bass lay clerk. Ian has already been a lay clerk at 
the Cathedral and so it is with particular pleasure that we 
welcome him back to the Quire stalls. I am grateful to all 
the deputy lay clerks who have sung and I know we will 
be hearing them again from time to time. 
 
We are also pleased to welcome Cantoris tenor lay clerk 
Chris Sennett. Chris has sung in the choir of St Asaph 
Cathedral and lives in Ruthin with his family. He also has 
a son in the choir of Westminster Abbey! 
 
We now have a full team of lay clerks and it is a pleasure 
to work with them all. 
 
Congratulations! 
 
To Cathedral Chorister Olivia Hunt, who has been  
selected for the final of Radio 2 Young choristers of the 
Year 2009. To have got this far is a major achievement, 
and we all wish her well for the final in St Paul’s  
Cathedral on 23 October at 5.30, which will be broadcast 
on Radio 2 on 1 November. 

The Kondopoga Icons 
An update... 
����
As reported in previous 
issues of the ‘Cathedral 
News’ the Chapter com-
missioned three large 
icons from the Kondopoga 
workshop, after the 
Friends of the Cathedral 
had very generously 
agreed to pay for them 
and their transport.   
They duly arrived in the 
summer, and are exquisite, but unfortunately two of 
them had been damaged in transit, when they were 
unpacked and then clumsily repacked at customs.  
One has already been repaired by an icon painter near 
Shrewsbury, but the other needs extensive re-gilding, 
and he is far too busy to take it on.   
We are in discussion with Mother Julia and St  
Gregory’s Foundation how best to proceed.  It may be 
Mother Julia will be able to come over to Chester to do 
the work herself.  It would seem that would be as  
economic as calling upon the help of an icon painter or 
restorer in London, and of course, it would be wonder-
ful to welcome her to Chester and to the Cathedral.  
The officers of the Friends are being most supportive, 
as always.  As soon as we have more news, we will let 
you know.     Trevor Dennis  

Paint the Town Pink 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. 
 
To help raise funds for the Breast Cancer Campaign, 
the Refectory Café will be selling Pink Fairy Cakes 
throughout October.  10p from every sale will go to 
support Breast Cancer Research and Care. 
 
On Friday 30th October we will be joining in with the 
National Wear Pink Day along with The Refectory, 
Shop & Admissions teams. All proceeds will go to 
Breast Cancer Research. 
 
So why not wear a hint of pink to help contribute to this 
important cause? 

 

 
 

Please join us for  
Sunday Lunch  

in the Refectory 
12pm-2.30pm 



 

 Worship in the  
Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book 
Communion  Service 
(said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday  
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

Opening Hours: 
 
Visitors: 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 
Sun 1300 - 1600 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 
Sun 1100 - 1600 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 
Sun 1200-1600 

In Residence: 
OCTOBER 
 

 1-3  Revd Christine Bull  
 and the Canons 
 4-17  Canon Trevor Dennis 
 18-31 Canon Christopher 

Humphries 
 
NOVEMBER 
 

 1-14    The Dean 
 15-28  Canon Trevor Dennis 
 29-30  Canon Christopher 

Humphries 
Dates for your Diaries 
· 6 October  Literature Festival—David Whitely   19.00-21:30 
· 22 October Friends Lecture—Frank Field MP   19.30-21.30 
· 24 October      City of Chester Male Voice Choir Concert  19.30-22.30 

Cathedral Pilgrimage continued 
Asked why they look after the vagrants in particular,  
Father Lev said simply, ‘Because they are people in 
need of human help and love . . . whatever their history, 
the plain fact is they need food, warmth and support.  In 
helping them we are simply being Christian.  By not  
criticizing them but helping them, we keep them alive.’ 
The members of the Kondopoga Parish community, as 
well as the remarkable people we met in St Petersburg, 
leading trailblazing projects with young offenders,  
institutionalized orphans, or disabled children, are 
among the most inspiring people I have ever met.  All of 
us were humbled, challenged and inspired by them, and 
will continue to be so for a long, long time. 
One purpose of the Pilgrimage was to strengthen the 
link that Chapter had established between the Cathedral 
and the Parish in Kondopoga after the first Pilgrimage in 2007.  All of us, whether or not 
we had been on the first trip, were welcomed like old friends, and wherever we went, 
the hospitality was overwhelming and reduced some people to tears.  This time we had 
prepared a Russian folksong for them, and sang it in Russian.  They loved it.  ‘I thought 
English people were reserved,’ said one member of the community who was meeting 
us for the first time.  ‘Not any more!’  We handed over a book of photographs and  
children’s drawings and letters from the Cathedral Sunday School.  A pack of drawings 
from the children of Kondopoga has been given to Sunday School, and some, I dare 
say, will be displayed on the boards in the cloisters. 
When we established the link, we promised to raise money for them, and for their  
children’s activities especially.  It is quite amazing what Father Lev and  his wife, 
Mother Julia, have achieved in the eighteen years they have been in Kondopoga.  
When they arrived, there was no Christian presence at all, and there had been no  
worship or Christian activity of any kind since 1932, when the local priest had been shot 
by Stalin’s men.  The community they have created bears eloquent witness to their 
faith, compassion, vision and creativity, and their extraordinary energy.  But they would 
not have been able to do nearly so much without the support of St Gregory’s  
Foundation, the UK based charity, which has been supporting them from the outset, 
and for which my daughter Sarah works.  They are working hard to make themselves 
financially self-sufficient, but they are a long way from that at present.  They depend on 
funds from St Gregory’s to feed the children, for example.  Social services from the 
town refer needy children to them, but supply no money for the purpose.  St Gregory’s 
Foundation, however, like Kondopoga itself, has been hard hit by the recession.  Many 
long-standing donors have had to cancel standing orders.  Sarah told us that without 
the contributions from the Cathedral this past year, they would not have been able to 
send the funds for the Parish to sustain their feeding programme.  We have, therefore, 
already made a significant difference, and will continue to do so, if people continue to 
support the fundraising activities organised by the Cathedral’s ‘Friends of Kondopoga’.  
As you know, those activities raise funds also for the education work of the Cathedral.  
Like our friends in Kondopoga, we are working very hard to make ourselves financially 
self-sustaining, but are still some way from that goal.  Our education work is so  
important and cannot pay for itself.  It too needs your support. 
If you wish to know more about St Gregory’s Foundation, including their work with the  
projects we visited in St Petersburg, and wish to consider making a donation or taking 
out a standing order, then go to their website, www.stgregorysfoundation.org.uk, or 
contact Sarah Dennis on 0203 339 0796,  or at sarah.sgf@live.com 

Don’t forget to Gift Aid 
If you are a UK Tax Payer, your generous  
donations go so much (28%) further if you fill in 
your details on the GiftAid envelopes provided.   
You’ll need a pen of course! 
Thank you for your continued support. 


