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Chester Cathedral 

Sermon on May 29th 2016 the Day of Prayer for the Anglican Centre in 

Rome 

Luke 7 v 1-10 1 Kings 8 22-23 41-43  

Canon Jane Brooke 

Here are some questions I used to ask couples preparing for marriage – 

before the current popular practice of living together before marriage: ‘Have 

you decided where will you spend your first Christmas? Will you have a 

joint bank account? If you plan to have children, who will stay at home and 

look after the children? Often the couple would simultaneously give 

completely opposite answers and then discussion would follow! The 

purpose of such sessions was to give the opportunity to work out future 

challenges in their marriage in a loving way, before any issues arose. 

When there is a relationship breakdown even such minor things, as 

replacing (or not) the top on the toothpaste can cause disharmony and 

trigger arguments. All couples fortunate enough to be in a positive 

relationship will know ‘that the love that unites them is greater than that 

which divides’ and that all problems can be resolved. 

We all believe that the love of God which unites us with Christians across 

the globe is greater than that which divides us. Such an ideal, however, is 

often not reached with many divisions within Christianity over the centuries. 

The line in the 6th century form of the Nicene creed which says that the 

Holy Spirit ‘proceeds from the father and the son’, has reflected church 

divisions for years and years with the Eastern orthodox and the western 

churches still divided even today on the matter.  

In the monthly newsletter before Easter, I wrote about the role that I have 

linking Chester Diocese with the Anglican Centre in Rome. The aim of the 

Anglican centre is to encourage and enable dialogue between Catholics 

and Anglicans where there are still many divisions. In one church that I 

worked at, a Christian couple came to me asking if I would conduct a 

marriage service for them because one was divorced and so they could not 

marry in their own Catholic church. Many of us have attended a Catholic 

mass knowing that, as non- catholics, we are unable to receive the bread 

and wine. As a result, we may have harboured a sense of resentment that 
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Roman Catholics can receive communion in the Anglican church whilst we 

are excluded from the catholic mass. Or again, contraception is held to be 

an important way of controlling population size by many Anglicans whereas 

Catholics consider it to be going against the world that God intended. 

Anglicans and Catholics are united in the love of God but divided by 

various beliefs and practices. Such disagreement is of course not new. 

Solomon is very forward looking when he is prepared to accept those 

outside his own belief framework in 1 Kings. He states that if anyone, even 

a ‘foreigner’ or in other words a non- believer – prays in the Temple – then 

Solomon‘s prayer is that that individual’s prayer, may be heard by God. 

Then, Solomon generously says, everyone will know God’s name and give 

praise to God. We are sometimes more narrow minded than Solomon 

when we judge other denominations. Jesus speaks of the great faith of the 

Roman Centurion – a man who has no apparent faith or love of God. The 

centurion was prepared to trust Jesus implicitly: Jesus, he said, only 

needed to speak for the servant to be healed. The centurion cut across 

religious divisions - he was simply a man of high rank desperately 

compassionate for his servant. That which united the centurion and Jesus 

was greater than that which divided them. 

At our best: all Christians of all denominations walk together in love, 

recognising the differences but realising that we are united by a greater 

love - a desire for God’s kingdom to be realised on earth.  

The Anglican Centre in Rome has been enabling dialogue and seeking to 

promote Christian unity since 1966, for 50 years. It offers conferences, a 

place of quiet retreat or study area in the centre of Rome. The Archbishop 

who is director of the centre, David Moxon has said, ‘What unites us is 

greater than what divides us’. Apart from a real desire to see unity in the 

Christian church and Anglicans and Catholics respecting and dialoguing 

with each other, another reason, that I was very pleased to become the link 

for the Anglican Centre in Rome is that it was central to the signing of a 

particular document. What do you think could be signed with integrity by 

these people: The pope, The Archbishop of Canterbury, two Muslim 

leaders one Sunni and one Shia, a Zen Master, the chief Rabbi and 

others? They were united in a deep desire to end Modern slavery and 

trafficking. 
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To our shame, it is estimated that there are nearly 21 million people in 

slavery around the world today. Wilberforce, the man who did much to end 

one kind of slavery in 1807, might be shocked if he were alive, to know that 

we still live in a world of exploitation and degradation of the humanity of 

millions of people. Slavery transcends gender, age and ethnicity. Victims 

can be from overseas or vulnerable local people forced into labour illegally. 

Passports are taken away and people become trapped and ensnared living 

a life which is often worse than a domestic pet. We are now becoming 

more aware of modern slavery. Even the Chelsea Flower had a garden 

under the theme of anti- modern slavery organised by Julia Sargeant. The 

garden was neat and tidy on the outside with 6 brightly coloured doors. On 

the other side of the doors it was dark with no handles to represent 

captivity. Archbishop Moxon commented to me that we are fortunate in this 

country because, unlike some countries, we do at least have the law in 

2015 against modern slavery. Yet there are still an estimated 13,000 

people in slavery in the UK. We know from a recent shocking case in 

Chester, that slavery can be hidden and maybe even next door to us. Our 

Christian response along with Wilberforce 200 years ago, is of concern at 

the lack of human dignity and the exploitation of humanity by fellow human 

beings with a strong desire for it to be stopped. The Anglican Centre is the 

first international Christian organisation to set up the Global Freedom 

Network which seeks to raise awareness to end modern slavery and 

trafficking across the world by 2020 – an ambitious target. 

How can we help with this work to show others that ‘the love that unites is 

greater than that which divides’? 

Firstly we can pray for the work of the Anglican Centre in Rome both for 

positive dialogue between Catholics and Anglicans and for the commitment 

to work against modern slavery and trafficking. Secondly we can pray for 

the work against slavery and trafficking in Chester and this area, which is 

so often unnoticed until an arrest hits the headlines Thirdly, there is an 

opportunity to offer financial support at the back of the cathedral for those 

who wish to and are able, to support the ground breaking work of the 

Anglican Centre in Rome as a gift from Chester Cathedral.  

As we work with Christians of all denominations, we pray that the world will 

see that, ‘The love that unites us really is greater than that which divides’ 
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