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Our formal Annual Report (mid year) and our main Newsletter (autumn) will follow later in 2016. This News Update includes 

details of Friends and other Cathedral events during the next few months, and also some dates for your diary for later in the year. 

We hope that the series of social events for members and their guests will also attract some new members.  

 
FRIENDS OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL 

NEWS UPDATE 
FEBRUARY 2016 

Friends Social Events  

Admission for a Member and their guests to these events is by ticket only, available from the Cathedral Shop shortly before 

each event. Friends’ Cards must be shown when collecting tickets. Where a charge is made, if guests choose to become a 

Friend at the event, this will be deducted from their initial subscription to encourage new members.  Do you have a friend 

who would like to be a Friend of Chester Cathedral?  Enclosed is an application form; please give this to a friend who might 

be interested in becoming a Friend. 

Tuesday May 10th  at 7p.m. 

Lecture in the Library by Prof. 

George Brooke, supported by 

Librarian Peter Banford, 

commemorating the centenaries of 

WW1 actions of local interest. 

Members only as numbers will be 

limited.  Light refreshments. 

Wednesday October 26th . at  7p.m.  Cheese and Wine Evening.  The charge for  tickets (member s & guests) to be confirmed. 
. 

Thursday June  30th 

4:00 p.m. AGM 

5:30 p.m. Evensong 

7:00 p.m. A Summer Soirée in the Garth. 

Tickets members & guests £10 per person.  

Join us for drinks and nibbles with musical entertainment in the Garth 

(in the Chapter House in the case of inclement weather). 

Tuesday March 29th at 7p.m. 

Cathedral Tour & Golgotha Exhibition 

Free for Members and one guest.  Nick Fry 

will lead this tour.  Light refreshments. 

Thursday June 9th at 7 p.m. 

Tour of the Cathedral Gardens 

Led by  Phil Hunt (Custos Hortorum) 

Free for Members and one guest ticket per member. 

Light refreshments. 

Joint Friends and Cathedral Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 14th April at 7 p.m. 

Friends Lecture 

“Released into the community, 

reflections of an ex-Excellency” 

Mr. David Fall CMG. 

H.M Ambassador to Vietnam 1997-2003 

Thailand & Laos 2003-2007 

 

Light refreshments. 
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Friends Overnight Outing 

Friends overnight outing to Leicester  and Bournville 

See enclosed leaflet and booking form with details of the outing on  Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th May 2016. 

For the past ten years the Friends of Chester Cathedral have paid for all the flowers used by the 

Cathedral Flower Guild. Many Friends, members of the Cathedral Congregation and others have 

made generous donations for Cathedral flower arrangements, memorials, weddings and other 

special occasions, as well as for Easter and Christmas flowers.  We wish to thank all those who 

have contributed, and we also thank the members of the “Flower Guild of Chester Cathedral " for 

all the work they have done throughout the year. 

A donation leaflet is included with this newsletter. 

Copies are also available in the Cathedral Office or on the Friends page of the Cathedral website: 

www.chestercathedral.com and follow the Friends link below About Us 

Donations and enquiries to: 

Mrs Liz Hardman  Tel: 07946 396820 

c/o Friends of Chester Cathedral 

12 Abbey Square Chester, CH1 2HU 

 Friends Records and Administration  

Important Notice about Gift Aid Form 

If you would like us to claim gift aid on your subscriptions but have not completed an up to date form  

(issued in 2015) then please consider if you are able to complete and sign the enclosed Gift Aid Form. 

This will enable us to reclaim an additional 25p for every £1 donated. 

 2016 Subscriptions  - Cheque and Cash Payments  Only 

This does not apply to members who already pay by standing order and no payment form is enclosed. 

Members who pay annually by cheque  (or cash) are invited to use the subscription payment form 

enclosed when sending payment.   

If you are willing to pay future subscriptions (from 2017 onwards) by Bankers Order instead of by 

cheque then please complete the second part of the form and return the whole sheet to us together with 

your cheque for 2016. 

Flower Donations and Memorial Arrangements 

http://www.chestercathedral.com
https://mikepitts.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/leicester-cathedral-b.jpg
https://www.cadburyworld.co.uk/plan-your-visit/directions
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Cathedral Exhibitions and Lectures 
Box Office  (01244) 500959 or visit the Cathedral Website for latest information. 

 http://www.chestercathedral.com/forthcoming-events.html 

Wednesday 3 February to Sunday 28 February 2016 

‘For Worship & Glory’  Exhibition  

This stunning display from the Royal School of Needlework includes more than 50 examples of ecclesiastical hand embroidery from 

the 18th to 20th century.  A unique opportunity to view, at close quarters, this prestigious collection of work in the north of England. 

Opening times: Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm,  Sunday 11am to 4 pm 

Entry: £5 for adults.   Free for children under 12 

  

In conjunction with the Exhibition we will be hosting  2 lectures by The Royal School of Needlework Chief Executive 

Dr Susan Kay-Williams plus a series of one and three day workshops where you get to learn from the very best. 

Booking is essential for all lectures and workshops. 

In order to take part in the workshops it will be necessary to purchase the kit from the tutors on the day. 

 

Lectures 

Friday 12 February 2016  6.30pm £8.00 

Tuesday 23 February 2016  6.30pm £8.00 

Booking for the lectures is essential.  Attendees are welcome to join Evensong at 5.30pm. 

  

1-day workshops 

Tuesday 9 February  Goldwork with Deborah Wilding  10am to 4pm  £85.00 (Kit £30.00) 

Thursday 18 February Silk Shading with Kate Barlow  10am to 4pm  £85.00 (Kit £21.00) 

Thursday 25 February Whitework with Angela Bishop  10am to 4pm  £85.00 (Kit £21.00) 

(All of the above are suitable for all levels of stitching ability) 

 

3-day workshop 

Thursday 11 to  Gold and Silk with Amanda Ewing  10am to 4pm  £255.00 (Kit price £42.00) 

Saturday 13 February            

             

  

18 March and 1 May 2016. 

Golgotha       

David Mach, one of Britain’s leading sculptors and one of the most important names of international contemporary art, will see his 

monumental Golgotha installed in Chester Cathedral.  Golgotha will be situated in the South Transept where Mach’s shocking and 

contemporary depiction of the crucifixion will contrast starkly with the Cathedral’s 14thC surroundings. Such is the scale of the 

installation that a specialist team are estimated to take a week to delicately manoeuvre the enormous pieces into place. 

Free entry 

 

Thursday 21 April at 7.00pm in the Chapter House 

Sacred in the City – Lecture   

An evening with Margaret Silf - finding the spiritual in the everyday. 

Tickets £6.00 from box office 

 

Saturday 18 June at 10.30am in the Chapter House 

Making choices with your time: making time for God – Lecture   

Monastic Wisdom for Today's choices with Fr Christopher Jamison OSB 

Tickets £6.00 from box office 

 

Saturday 18 June at 1.15pm in the Chapter House 

Making Choices for your Life: making decisions with God - Lecture  

Monastic Wisdom for Today's Choices with Fr Christopher Jamison OSB afternoon 

Tickets £6.00 from box office 

http://www.royal-needlework.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/susan-kay-williams-19238443
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Music at the Cathedral 
Box Office  (01244) 500959 or visit the Cathedral Website for more information. 

 http://www.chestercathedral.com/events/catergory/general/list/ 

Saturday 5 March 2016 at 7.30pm 

Beethoven and Brahms - Chester Philharmonic Orchestra under  their  Pr incipal Conductor  David Chatwin br ing 

international soloist Qian Wu to The Cathedral in a performance of Brahms’ Violin Concerto. The programme will also include 

Beethoven’s Overture to Fidelio and his 6th (Pastoral) Symphony. 

Saturday 12 March 2016 at 7.30pm 

Dreamer of Dreams - Chester Music Society Choir, Liverpool Sinfonia, soloists Margaret McDonald and Quentin Hayes, 

and conductor Graham Jordan Ellis present a programme of English works, including Walton’s ‘Belshazzar’s Feast’ and Elgar’s 

‘Music Makers’, which are linked by the theme of dreaming. Chester Music Society Choir with their guest soloists present a 

beautiful programme of works linked by the theme of dreaming. “ A Shropshire Lad” by Butterworth is based on the poems of A.E. 

Housman whilst both Walton’s “ Belshazzar’s Feast” and “ The Music Makers “ by Elgar contain lovely opportunities for quiet, 

reflective choral singing . At the same time “ Belshazzar’s Feast”, first performed in 1939, is also a piece of exciting musical theatre 

with choral highlights to make the rafters ring!  

Saturday 19 March 2016 at 7.30pm 

Bach's - St John Passion - Featuring the Choir of Chester Cathedral, conducted by Director  of Music Philip Rushfor th 

Contributions from world-class soloists Alison Rose (Soprano), Marta Fontanals-Simmons (Mezzo-Soprano), Nick Pritchard (tenor), 

Oliver Hunt (Bass), Marcus Farnsworth (Bass). 

Saturday 16 April 2016 at 7.30 pm 

The Halle Orchestra The Hallé ranks among the UK’s top symphonic ensembles. With a distinguished history of acclaimed 

performances in this country and around the world; award-winning recordings, radio broadcasts and a visionary commitment to 

building audiences and developing orchestral repertoire.  The programme includes Mozart Piano Concerto No.19 in F major, 

Beethoven Overture Leonora No.2, Tchaikovsky Symphony No.2 in C minor. 

Saturday 23 April 2016 at 7.30pm 

Guy Johnston with the Chester Philharmonic Orchestra: Music for St George’s Day 

BBC Proms soloist Guy Johnston, conductor Stephen Threlfall and Chester Philharmonic launch us into Spring with an all English 

musical evening including two of Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance marches, Vaughan-Williams’s London Symphony and Elgar’s 

magnificent Cello Concerto. This concert with one of Britain’s most successful international solo musicians is surely not one to be 

missed. 

Saturday 7 May 2016 at 7.30pm 

Diamond Celebration of Kelsborrow Choir with Rober ts bakery band in aid of The Hospice of the Good Shepherd compered 

by Lucy Meacock 

Saturday 14 May 2016 at 7.30pm 

Chorales for a Spring Evening - Chester Music Society concer t with their  guests, Morwen Blythin, “ Harpist of the Clwyd 

Coast” and organist, Graham Eccles present a delightful programme including Morten Lauridsen’s ‘Lux aeterna’, Mozart’s tuneful 

‘Spatzenmesse’ and works by Haydn and Pergolesi. This is a concert to celebrate Springtime ! Well known choral works from the 

classical period , including Mozart’s ‘Spatzenmesse’ will be performed alongside contemporary choral melodies. This wide-ranging 

theme will also be carried into the programme presented by soloist, Morwen Blythin, including works by Handel and Glinka as well 

as “Hiraeth” by Welsh composer, Grace Williams. 

Friday 20 May 2016 at 7.30pm 

Battle of the Organs Concert.  Following the success of last year ’s Battle of the Organs, battle will once again commence! 

Saturday 11 June 2016 at 7.30pm 

Nave choir concert – details to be confirmed 

Saturday 18 June 2016 at 7.30pm 

Naves Unrobed concert – Song School 

Saturday 25 June 2016 at 7.30pm 

A Night at the Movies - Chester Philharmonic's final concert of the season is a selection of film music, including special 

compositions for the movies and music from the classical repertoire. This evening sees a welcome return as conductor of Chester 

Philharmonic’s own Daniel Parkinson, a young graduate in conducting from the Royal Northern College of Music, who has been an 

orchestra member since his youth. 



THE FRIENDS OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL 

A KING, A CATHEDRAL AND CHOCOLATE! 

Monday 23
rd

 / Tuesday 24
th

 May 2016 

This year we shall be visiting Leicester Cathedral, the Richard III Visitor Centre,  

and Cadbury World in Bournville. 

 

Leicester Cathedral 

In the morning we shall journey from Chester directly to Leicester Cathedral. We shall enjoy a guided tour, 

viewing the tomb of King Richard III, his Book of Hours and the funeral pall.  

The Normans began to build the church on Roman remains 900 years ago, dedicating it to Saint Martin.  It 

became a Guild Church, relating to the Trade Guilds with their religious inspiration from the Guildhall 

nearby.  It was gradually enlarged during the Middle Ages, had a hospital on the current site of Cathedral 

Gardens and then underwent major restoration in the 19th century. St Martin’s Church was hallowed as 

Leicester Cathedral in 1927.  

Leaving the Cathedral we will make our way to the Richard III Visitor Centre 

 

Richard III Visitor Centre 

After a carvery lunch 

in the King’s Suite, 

we will be given a 

tour of the Centre 

which stands on the 

site of the medieval 

friary of the Grey 

Friars where the 

king’s remains were 

buried over 500 

years ago. The 

exhibition gives 

visitors a chance to 

learn more about the King’s life and death and to understand the huge events that led to his hasty burial and 

eventual rediscovery. You might remember that a group of the Friends was actually at Bosworth when the 

King’s body was discovered! 

You will be able to see the exact place where Richard’s remains were buried and this poignant place has been 

transformed into a glass-floored contemplative space for visitors. 

https://mikepitts.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/leicester-cathedral-b.jpg


 

The Great Western Appleby Park Hotel 

 

 

This three star hotel offers a comfortable base for our 

overnight stay.  All guest rooms have an en-suite bathroom 

and are equipped with flat-screen TVs with Freeview 

channels, hair dryer, wireless internet access, work area, 

direct dial telephone, safe and complimentary tea and coffee 

facilities. We will enjoy a three course dinner with tea and 

coffee before a restful night’s sleep; the next morning, after a 

leisurely breakfast, we will journey on to Bournville. 

 

 

 

The Cadbury World Heritage Tour 

We will enjoy a fascinating tour of Bournville and 

the surrounding area and discover the Cadbury 

brothers' vision of a 'Factory in a Garden' and view 

examples of beautiful architecture, the unique 

village green and pretty tree-lined streets, followed 

by a visit to the Cadbury World exhibition, 

including: 

 

 tour of the exhibition, which includes the Cadbury story and the opportunity to see how Cadbury's 

most popular products are made. 

 watching their chocolatiers demonstrate traditional chocolate making skills before sampling a pot of 

warm liquid chocolate 

 the Bournville Experience which focuses on the history and heritage of the Cadbury family, and 

Souvenir shop.  

 

We will finish our day here with afternoon tea, scones and sandwiches, served in the Cadbury Café, 

followed by our journey home to Chester. 

The cost of the outing will be £155.00 pp for single rooms and £145.00 pp 

sharing a double or twin room. 

inclusive of luxury coach travel, all admission fees and donations, 3* hotel 

accommodation including dinner and breakfast, and meals as specified. 

For a booking form, please contact Nick Fry, 12 Abbey Square, CHESTER, 

CH1 2HU, enclosing an SAE.  Please note that applying for a form does not 

commit you to coming on the outing nor does it confirm a place. 

https://www.cadburyworld.co.uk/plan-your-visit/shop
https://www.cadburyworld.co.uk/plan-your-visit/directions


Flower Arrangements in the Cathedral are funded by the Friends of Chester Cathedral 

from our Flowers Fund which relies entirely on income from voluntary contributions, 

memorial arrangements, and flowers for weddings and special occasions.  

We invite you to assist us with contributions towards the general yearly costs, or to make a 

donation for a memorial arrangement in a particular week in the year. We can also provide 

flower arrangements for Cathedral weddings, christenings, funerals and special occasions, 

provided that they are ordered well in advance.  

Pedestal flower arrangements are normally placed at the High Altar and in the Lady Chapel 

and there are two at the front of the Nave. Memorial arrangements are at the rear of the 

Nave or at the gate to the north quire aisle. Other arrangements are situated at either end of 

the altar rail in the Quire, in the Chapel of St George, and several small arrangements 

elsewhere.  

"The Flower Guild of Chester Cathedral" has 40 voluntary flower arrangers in four groups 

which in turn arrange and water the flowers for a four week period. Fresh flowers are 

needed every week except when special arrangements are made to match the Church 

calendar (e.g. only foliage during Lent and Advent). 

THE SOCIETY OF THE FRIENDS OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL - DONATION FOR FLOWERS  

(Registered Charity No: 501740) 

I / We wish to make the following donation to The Friends of Chester Cathedral towards: 

 The Cost of Cathedral Flowers.  Donation    £………….. 

 Memorial Pedestal Arrangement.  Donation £25 (minimum)  £…………... 

Please give details below (minimum 2 weeks notice) of a particular person or anniversary and the particular week.  

Details (Capitals)………………………….……………………………………...Week date …………………………… 

 

I enclose a cheque for  £ ……………… payable to ‘The Friends of Chester Cathedral – Flower Account’ 

The Friends of Chester Cathedral     DONATIONS FOR FLOWERS 

To make a donation please complete the form below.  For more information or special occasions please contact:- 

 Mrs. Liz Hardman  (Tel: 07946 396 820), The Friends of Chester Cathedral, 12 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU 

Please sign and date this Gift Aid Declaration if you want your donation to be gift aided 

Please note that you should make this Gift Aid Declaration only if you pay enough UK Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in a given 

tax year to cover the total amount you donate to all charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs in that year (VAT and Council 

Tax do not qualify).  We will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that you pay us in donations. 

I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains Taxpayer.  I have read this statement and want the charity named above 

to reclaim tax on the Donation detailed above, given on the date below.  I understand that if I pay less Income or Capital 

Gains Tax in the tax year than the amount claimed on all of my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  I 

understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given. 

 

Signed ______________________________________ Date ________________________ 

Details of Donor 

Title ________ Forename(s) _______________________________ Surname _____________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________   Post Code_________________ 

Telephone __________________________ Email __________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to: Mrs Liz Hardman, The Friends of Chester Cathedral, 12 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU 
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The Friends of Chester Cathedral 
12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU Registered Charity No. 501740 

Telephone 01244 324756 Email: friends@chestercathedral.com 

Name of Charity  The Society of the Friends of Chester Cathedral 

Details of Donor 

Title _____ Forename(s) _________________________ Surname __________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ Post Code _________________ 

Gift Aid Declaration 

Please note that you should make this Gift Aid Declaration only if you pay enough UK 

Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in a given tax year to cover the total amount you donate to 

all charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs in that year (VAT and Council Tax do not 

qualify).  We will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that you pay us in subscriptions or 

donations. 

I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains Taxpayer.  I have read this statement 

and want the charity named above to reclaim tax on all Subscriptions and Donations 

from the date of this declaration until further notice.  I understand that if I pay less 

Income or Capital Gains Tax in the tax year than the amount claimed on all of my 

donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  I understand that the charity will 

reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given. 

 

Signed ______________________________________ Date ________________________ 

Please return this form to: 

The Hon. Treasurer, Friends of Chester Cathedral, 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

Registered Charity No. 501740 

Patron:  His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales  Hon. Secretary:   Mr Nicholas Fry 

President: The Lord Bishop of Chester    Hon. Treasurer:   Mr Barry Ingram  

Chairman: The Dean of Chester     Hon. Membership Secretary: Mr Derek Jackson 

If you have not completed a Gift Aid Declaration and would like to do so, please complete this form. 

The Friends will then be able to reclaim 25p tax on every £1 you donate. 
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Arrange a new banker’s order for Annual Subscriptions in 2017 and thereafter 

To:     The Manager  _____________________________________________________________Bank 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    _______________________________________________________   Post Code __________________ 

 

Please pay to:  Barclays Bank plc 

 Chester Branch 30 St Werburgh Street, Chester, CH1 2DY  

 Sort Code: 20 20 46      Account Number: 70820814  

"The Society of the Friends of Chester Cathedral"  

Quoting Reference ____________________ (allocated by Friends Office) 

The sum of:    £15.00 (fifteen)  *  or  £20.00 (twenty)  *  or  £ ______ . 00 (______________)  * 

* Delete the amounts as appropriate 

As a single payment each year from the _____ day of _________________  2017   (until further notice) 

From my/our account number    _________________________________ 

      Bank Sort Code    ______ / ______ / _____ 

 

Signed ____________________________________________       Date _____________________ 

Name   ______________________________________ ______________________________ 

Address    ____________________________________________________________________ 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________  Post Code  _______________________ 

Please return this form to the Friends with your remittance. 

The Friends of Chester Cathedral 
12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU Registered Charity No. 501740 

Telephone 01244 324756 Email: friends@chestercathedral.com 

Pay Annual Subscription 2016 (Cheque or cash only). 

If you have already paid recently please accept our apologies. 

If already paying by Bankers Order please ignore this form. 

I/we enclose a cheque (payable to “The Friends of Chester Cathedral”) or cash being my/our Member Subscription for 2016. 

Single membership £15 or joint membership £20 or other higher amount.  Enclosed  £  
Name   ___________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________  Post Code  _______________ 

If you require a receipt please tick this box                  

Please pay your 2016 subscription by cheque or cash but if you would like pay future subscriptions (starting in 2017) by Bankers 

Order please complete the form below.  Thank you.  


