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The Dean’s Message:
Trust, which aims to provide long term
support for our educational work, especially with children. A detailed large
scale model of the cathedral is gradually
being built up as visitors buy individual pieces. You can see the developing
model in the South Transept.
Alongside the Lego Project the cathedral hosted a very successful Lego
Transport Exhibition over the summer,
including model cars, ships, buses,
trains, and planes. The star exhibit was
a giant model of The Titanic.
The Very Revd Professor Gordon McPhate
Dean of Chester

D

ear Friend, As I write, I am
mindful of the recent deaths
of two of the most significant supporters of the cathedral Friends. First,
our longstanding Life Member, the
Duke of Westminster. Second, Richard
Towndrow, of blessed memory, treasurer and mainstay of the Friends’ Council
for many many years, and also editor of
this Newsletter in recent years.
The Cathedral community is in good
heart, and much is going on, including
our new Falconry visitor centre on the
edge of the Dean’s Field. If you have
not yet been there, why not make a
visit soon ?
Apart from worship, many of our
visitors are attracted by our programme
of successive exhibitions, which in one
way or another engage with the arts.
In prime place is the Lego Project,
to generate funds for our Education

Friends Grants

Some significant grants have been
made in 2016. In addition, the Friends
have retained £40,000 reserved for the
proposed Nave Re-ordering. Although
the time line for this work is not yet
fixed, it will be a significant enhancement for Cathedral services and an important contribution from the Friends.
Grants already released and those now
in progress are as follows.
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Visitors also came in droves around
Easter to see a most stunning and
dramatic exhibit of the Crucifixion,
made of coat hangers, entitled Golgotha,
by the artist David Mack. In early 2017
we will host a major sculpture Exhibition entitled ARK, which will consist
of around 80 separate sculptures by
several international sculptors, displayed inside the cathedral and outside
in the precinct. I’m sure you’ll want
to see it.
Over the past year we have held
several special commemorative events
and Services, notably a celebration
of Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th
birthday, a reflection on the battles of
the Somme and Jutland, and a Shakespeare 400 year memorial weekend.
Thank you for being a Friend. We
need our Friends. In fact, we need as
many Friends as we can get, so I encourage you to recruit more Friends
from among those in your own circle.
With every blessing
The Dean of Chester
Grants total approximately £11,500
Repairs to Maces
Surplices for Girl Choristers – a first since
Girls were admitted to the Choir
Replacement altar linen
Replacement surplices for Boy Choristers
and Lay Clerks
Lighting enhancements in the Nave
New bell ropes in the Addleshaw Tower
Garden planting and maintenance

Richard Towndrow
It is with sadness that we must mark
the death of Richard Towndrow in
September but, at the same time give
thanks for his life and pay tribute to
his work for the Cathedral. Richard
is survived by his wife, Yvonne and
daughters Angela and Christine. Richard’s many friends will continue to give
their love and support to the family.
Richard followed a career in engineering which took him to Switzerland, where he met and married
Yvonne. They met in the English
church in Zurich where they were
bith members of the choir. He had
also sung as a choirboy in Nottingham and there was little in the Cathedral repertoire which he had not sung
himself. He was particularly fond of
Stamford. His later career brought
him and his family to Chester where
he became a stalwart of Cathedral life
in many different roles over the years.
People will remember his duties as a
Sidesman, particularly at BCP services,
but that was just the tip of many years
of voluntary work. He was, amongst
other rolls Chairman of the Forum;
Cathedral Council Member; Hon.
Treasurer of the Friends and Editor of
the Friends Newsletter, to name just a
few. But more than anything he was
a great friend and mentor to many.
Richard’s open hearted nature, his
willingness to help others, his contributions to Cathedral life and his gentle
assured style will be sadly missed by
everyone who knew him.
Barry Ingram

The Cathedral Library:

T

he Council of the Friends
regularly meets in the Cathedral Library Exhibition Room. It is
one of three rooms that make up the
Library and dates from 1877 when it
was built to house the library of the
King’s School. The present configuration and use of the Library’s three
rooms dates from 2007. The Exhibition
Room houses nearly 3,000 volumes of
pre-1800 date. The other two rooms
contain the Jacobson Collection (some
1600 volumes) as well as works published from 1801 to date. Though
many of the books concern theology,
there are also many on non-theological
subjects, such as architecture, travel,
regional history and philosophy.

Theological Society, which is a joint
ecumenical venture of the Cathedral
and the Department of Theology and
Religious Studies at Chester University.

Over recent years the Library has
held a series of small themed exhibitions based on its collections. The
work for these has been very much led
by Professor Philip Alexander FBA,
emeritus professor of Post-Biblical
Jewish Studies at Manchester University and husband of Loveday Alexander, the former Canon Theologian.
Members of the volunteer library
staff, especially Peter Bamford, have
been enthusiastic collaborators. The
exhibitions have taken a theme and
been linked both with the Cathedral’s
Lent Bible Studies and with at least
one of the Talks hosted by the Chester

2014 was the tercentenary of the
death of the famous Chester preacher
Matthew Henry (1662-1714) whose
pietist Complete Commentary is
still widely used, especially in North
America; the exhibition played a part in
an international conference on Henry
at the University. The 800th anniversary of Magna Carta in 2015 was marked
by an exhibition on ‘Church and State’.
The exhibition was accompanied by
a lecture held in the Nave by Robin
Griffith-Jones, Master of the Temple.

In 2011 the exhibition was on the
theme of ‘Translation’ and commemorated the 400th anniversary of the King
James Bible. In 2012 the theme was
‘Liturgy’ to mark the 350th anniversary
of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer.
2013 saw the 450th anniversary of the
Thirty-Nine Articles as promulgated
in 1563 and the theme was ‘Doctrine’:
special attention was paid to the highly
influential Exposition of the Creed
(1659) by Bishop John Pearson (Bishop
of Chester 1672-1686).

The current exhibition for 2016 was
visited by a group of Friends in May

The Exhibition Room

John Pearson

this year. It is called ‘The Church and
the Sword: The Role of the Church in
Time of War’. This exhibition was put
together to mark the centenaries of the
Battle of Jutland and the Battle of the
Somme. In one case there are items
highlighting the memorialisation of
the war dead, notably in the Cathedral’s South Transept. Those include
Jack Cornwell VC of HMS Chester,
which was badly damaged at Jutland,
the Egerton family which lost nearly an
entire generation in World War I, and
the soldiers of the Cheshire Regiment
who took part in the Somme.
A second case develops doctrinal
themes based on the so-called ‘Laws
for War’ of Deuteronomy 20: just
war theory, especially as developed by
Thomas Aquinas; the doctrine of Holy
War, as expressed across all three religions of the Book; spiritual warfare, as
is known from Ephesians 6:10-17 and
the works of John Bunyan; and the
ideas around the ultimate last battle,
Armageddon, which will usher in the
kingdom of peace.
The third case engages with practical

November 2016 |

3

Cathedral Music News:

Contd:
issues, what the Church has done in
times of war, notably through the
pastoral work of its military chaplains,
through the preaching of its clergy at
times of national distress and triumph,
through the use of hymns and prayers,
and through the distribution of Bibles
and other spiritual items to soldiers. In
looking for suitable items to display, a
hymn specially written for singing in
the Cheshire Regimental Chapel was
discovered. It was composed by Harry
F. Kellie (1866-1929), Lt.-Col. the 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment.
Bless us, O Lord! and hear us from
on high,
On these thy walls our tattered
banners fly;
Forgive us, Lord! bow down a loving
ear
To us thy servants met together here.
The hymn was sung once more on
Sunday 11th September 2016 when
a special service commemorating
Jutland and the Somme was held in
the Cathedral.
The exhibition and related events for
2017 will mark the 70th anniversary
of the discovery of the first Dead Sea
Scrolls. The Library is regularly open
on Tuesdays, but visits can be arranged
at other times as well.

Our News

A

utumn term 2015 was very busy
indeed. Canon Chris Humphries, former Precentor invited the
Cathedral Choir to sing evensong at
St Mary’s Church, Whitegate where
we were warmly welcomed by Chris
and his congregation.
The Cathedral Choir hosted their
very first Last Night of the Proms in
October together with the Manchester
Brass Ensemble. With Peter HowellJones as compere, the Cathedral roof
was raised with the combination of
choir, brass and organ in works by
Parry, Rutter and the usual Last Night
favourites. Some £7,000 was raised for
the Grand Organ Fund.
The Lay Clerks, ably accompanied
by the Cathedral organists, put on a
superb concert in the Song School to
raise money towards the forthcoming
tour to Ireland.
In late October, the Cathedral
Choir departed by ferry for Dublin,
The following day we sang Mattins
and Evensong at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin where we were warmly
welcomed by the clergy. Next came
Larne in Northern Ireland, our home
for the next five days. A sightseeing

day included the Carrick-a-Rede Rope
Bridge and the Giant’s Causeway. The
journey was beautiful and the Antrim
coastline was striking, even in the
slightly grey and damp weather. Then
followed a trip to Derry with a very
successful concert in St Columb’s Cathedral. The audience were extremely
appreciative and we had an impromptu
choir photograph on the staircase in
the entrance.
Visiting Belfast we enjoyed the
Titanic Experience, a very exciting and
impressive museum with lots of opportunities for hands on activities. Armagh
was our next destination where we
sang our final concert in St Patrick’s
Catholic Cathedral. The concert was
a great success and included pieces by
the Armagh-born composer Charles
Wood.
November saw the choristers singing
in a concert given by the Chester Music
Society in the Cathedral. Four boy
choristers and the girls’ choir performed in Benjamin Britten’s cantata
St Nicolas complete with orchestra,
chorus and organ. Choristers Louisa
Cowell and Ruby Hart sang as part of
a live orchestral soundtrack to the film
The Snowman, shown three times in
December to capacity audiences in the
Cathedral.

George J. Brooke

Matthew Henry

4

| November 2016

Dean Gordon admits girl choristers

The Cathedral Choir singing evensong at St Patrick's Cathedral Dublin

Shortly, rehearsals were well under
way for the annual Christmas concerts
and services. BBC Radio 3 broadcast
Choral Evensong with the choir on 16
December and many complimentary
messages were sent by listeners.
With an early Easter in 2016, preparations for a performance of J S Bach’s
masterpiece St John's Passion began in
earnest in January. On the eve of Palm
Sunday the Cathedral Choir sang this
wonderful work with a professional
orchestra and soloists which added
considerable meaning and emphasis to
Holy Week. On Easter Day we said a
sad farewell to Benjamin Chewter who
decided to move to London to pursue
a freelance career in music.

commitment to the present and future
music making at the Cathedral.
Throughout the year the Cathedral
Nave Choir also contribute much to
the worshipping life of the Cathedral.
Since Benjamin’s departure, Andrew
Wyatt has overseen the Nave Choir
and has more than ably assisted me as
Acting Assistant Director of Music for
the summer term. Rachel Mahon, a

native of Canada and former Organ
Scholar of St Paul’s Cathedral, joined
us in September as Assistant Organist.
The music team is once again back up
to full strength and I am grateful to
Andrew and Rachel for their skills and
support in maintaining a high standard
of music making at Chester Cathedral.
Philip Rushforth, Director of Music

Summer term included a splendid
service on 11th June to mark the
Queen’s 90th birthday when we were
once again joined by the Manchester
Brass Ensemble. Inevitably, at the end
of the Summer Term we said farewell
to several choristers The recruitment of
choristers, although not easy, is steady.
The running of the Saturday Singing
Club continues to be led by deputy Lay
Clerk Tim McLachlan and Lay Clerk
Ian Bysh who inspire the children
to sing and hopefully produce some
potential recruits for the choir. I am
pleased that some of our older girl
choristers are also actively involved
with the Club and this shows real

Surplices for the Girl Choristers – a First!

November 2016 |

5

Friends Outings:
History and
Indulgence

B

ack in 2013 the Friends Autumn
trip included a visit to the battlefield of Bosworth. On the very day
of the visit, archaeologists discovered a
skeleton under a car park in Leicester
which was subsequently proved to be
that of Richard III. Fast forward to
the Friends Autumn Lecture in 2014
when The Very Reverend Vivienne
Faull, Dean of York, talked about
“Really Baldrick? Under a car park?
That was your cunning plan? Richard III
and the power of the stories we tell ourselves”. Dean Fall was Dean of Leicester at the time Richard’s skeleton was
found in Leicester and then Dean of
York when the discussions of Richard’s
final resting place was strongly debated.
Leicester Cathedral won the debate and
the Friends completed coincidences
by visiting Leicester in the spring of
this year.
Leicester Cathedral is modest in
size, having been a Parish Church until
1927 but is set in beautiful gardens and
has a lofty aspect. Inside reveals the
tasteful and innovative changes made
to provide a fitting resting place for
England’s last Yorkist King. Displays
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and artefacts abound in the
Nave with knowledgeable
guides to help interpretation
and, after a second glance of confirmation, the new Choir Stalls are to
be seen at the back of the Nave facing
east. What better location to lead the
congregation in singing? Why was
the Choir relocated? Richard’s tomb
is separated from the main worship
area by a screen, necessitating significant re-ordering of the eastern end
of the Cathedral. The location is of
similar significance to the chancel
where the Grey Friars buried King
Richard in their church.

A fitting resting
place for England's
last Yorkist King.

After lunch we had ample time to
explore the new Richard III Visitor
Centre, just 2 minutes’ walk from the
Cathedral. The story of the discovery
of Richard’s tomb and the pomp of
his subsequent re-interment is a series
of audio-visual, auditory and story
boards, culminating in the actual excavation site with a startling projection
of Richard’s skeleton exactly as he was
found.
Before leaving Leicester the Cathedral Gardens, Guildhall and surrounding ancient streets provided relaxation
and a chance for a stroll. Our overnight stay at the Appleby Park hotel was
enjoyed in modern surroundings and
check in was an all-time record taking
just a few minutes for all 48 guests.
After settling in, the evening started
with a gargantuan meal followed by reflections on the day’s events in the bar.
Day two was very different with a
visit to Cadbury World in Bournville.
Lunch (food is always abundant on
Friends trips!) preceded a coach tour
of Bournville Village, perhaps the
largest of the purpose built villages
for factory workers (we have our own
local Port Sunlight with the Lady
Lever art gallery!). George Cadbury
masterminded construction starting in
about 1880 with houses for key workers,
adding schools, public buildings and
a significant Quaker Meeting House.
At a later date the Parish Church of St
Francis of Assisi was built. But, enough
of Victorian & Edwardian patronage – let’s get to the main thing! We

enjoyed a guided tour of the Chocolate Factory complete with take away
samples and a somewhat overwhelming cup of liquid Dairy Milk. (Lunch
was a recent memory and afternoon
tea was already looming). Day two
concluded with retail therapy in the
Cadbury Shop where, rather oddly, we
discovered that Bournville chocolate is
not produced in the Bournville factory,
but imported from another factory in
the Kraft group!

Broad Horizons

O

ctober saw a very full day trip
with visits to the Liverpool Old
Hebrew Synagogue and the Roman
Catholic Church of Ss. Peter, Paul
and St. Philomena in New Brighton
(it’s easier to remember the “Dome of
Home”!).
We were delighted to have Howard
back as our driver, who gave us a comfortable ride and, yet again, demonstrated great skill in squeezing through
some impossibly narrow gaps.

We enjoyed coffee and biscuits
in the small museum and gift shop
upon arriving at the synagogue. The
knitted ‘Liverpool Football Club’
kippah offered at £6.50 was tempting
but no takers! In the synagogue the
men caused some hilarity wearing a
mixture of head covering including a
few genuine kippah’s. The synagogue
is an extravaganza of rich decoration
and ornate fixtures: the raised platform
from which the Cantor leads prayers;
the pulpit used by the Rabbi for the
sermon and, at the east end the Ark
which holds the Torah (a scroll of
biblical text).

Our guide explained many of the
synagogue rituals and had a large selection of symbolic items to illustrate his
talk. Women and men sit separately
in the Jewish Orthodox faith, but, as
visitors we were pleased that this rule
was relaxed and we remained united!
The “Dome of Home”, a modern
building, is spacious and elegant,
complemented by rich shrines and a
glorious high altar in the baroque style.
It is a Shrine Church, having no parish
boundaries and one of a small number
of churches where mass is celebrated in
Latin (the Tridentine Mass).
We enjoyed informative and well
organised tours, in small groups, and
had time for reflection and contemplation or quiet browsing. We all felt
very welcome and concluded an interesting afternoon with a sumptuous
afternoon tea provided by our hosts,
in the Presbytery.
And the last treat of the day? A
surprise! Ice-creams on the old sea
front at Parkgate with the sun setting
on a perfect day, over the Welsh hills.
Barry Ingram

photos clockwise from top left:
Statue Richard III Warrior King
Richard III Tomb
Liverpool Old Hebrew Synagogue
Leicester Cathedral
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From the Membership Secretary's Desk:

T

wo years ago we introduced our
Social Events Programme as an
additional benefit for members of the
Society. These evening functions were
highly appreciated by Members, from
January, culminating in a Summer
Musical Soirée in the Cathedral Garth
after the Annual General Meeting. Last
year we continued to run these events
and, again, they were very successful,
averaging about 30 people on each
evening.
We have therefore put together a
further programme of social evening
events for 2016/17 following a similar
pattern. The venue is usually the Cathedral Cloister Room starting at 7pm:
the first part of the evening varies with
a talk, demonstration, tour or musical
performance followed by light refreshments. One of the pleasing comments
from those attending was that the
events provided the opportunity for
Friends to meet and chat together: our
members come from a wide area, not
just the Cathedral community and this
social aspect of the Society has been
much welcomed.

Thursday 2nd February
Celebration of Candlemas
with Hoole CE Primary School
Choir and Recorder Group
“The Be Still Band” followed
by drinks and canapes.

Becoming a Member

Tuesday 7th. March

Thursday 28th June

Chester Cathedral Plate
Mr. Nick Fry will show us the
Cathedral silver and gold
plate and tell us its history.

Friends’ A.G.M. & Soirée
The Annual General Meeting
in the Chapter House followed
by the Soirée in the Garth.

Tuesday 9th. May

We have a new look!

Chester City Regalia
A talk will take place in the
Council Chamber of the Town Hall

N

Tuesday 13th June

The Newsletters have changed over
the years, the most recent style being a
full page photo as the front cover. After
four years and eight different photo
covers this series has run its course!
Although stationery designs have
changed little over the years there is a
confusing mixture of styles and fonts.

Nick Fry’s Pilgrim Trail
We will follow in the footsteps
of the pilgrims through our
Cathedral

Thursday 20th June
Chester Mystery Plays
Mrs. Jo Sykes, Chairman of the
Mystery Plays Board will give an
illustrated talk about the plays.

o doubt readers will have
noticed a radically different
look to the Newsletter. This is part
of a new look to Friends publications.
Why, you are entitled to ask, do we
need a change?

Hence the decision to re-brand the
Friends image. We have benefitted
from the expertise of a small and local
start-up company “ctgraphicdesign”
and Friends will notice the changes as
they are introduced across the range.
We hope you like the new designs.
Derek Jackson

Application forms are available in the Cathedral or may be downloaded at www.chestercathedral.com/support-us/
friends-of-chester-cathedral.html
Complete the form (or give to a new Friend) and return to Derek Jackson, Membership Sectretary, 12 Abbey Square,
Chester, CH2 2HU. Leave the rest to us! We will send you a New Member pack.
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Cathedral History:
Quire Carvings

F

riends may be familiar with
carvings in the Quire; misericords
where the monks were able to perch
during long prayers; the canopies above
the stalls; the figures on each end of
the stalls. The carvings have historic
interest and artistic value.
The Quire was constructed ca.1380,
probably by the same craftsmen who
worked in Lincoln. The canopied stalls
at Chester show the influence of the
King’s master carpenters, William and
Hugh Herland and William Newhall,
whose influence is evident at both
Cathedrals.
The canopies portray angels playing
different musical instruments and the
most iconic bench end carvings are
those of the elephant (with a horse’s
feet and rump), the pelican and the
Pilgrim. Others portray St George

The Abbey Gateway

D

ating from 1300 the Gateway
was the entrance into ‘The
Great Court’ of the domestic buildings
of the monastery. It was the ‘front line’
with the City with an endless stream
of visitors. But relationships with the
City were not always cordial and the
gateway was stormed by an armed mob
on St James’ Day 1393.
The red sandstone Gateway has three
vaulted bays, with a narrow entrance
for pedestrians and a wider one for
wheeled vehicles. Wooden gates were
locked at night but hinges visible today
are unlikely to be medieval. On the city
side are two niches, which held religious
statues, possibly of the Virgin Mary and
St Werburgh. Richard the Engineer,
one of Edward I’s master masons,
may have designed the Gateway.He
became Mayor of Chester in 1305/6
and it is recorded that the Abbot of
Chester pledged substantial sums to
Richard for monastery work. However
the upper story is part of the 18th/19th
century redevelopment of Georgian
‘Abbey Square’.

killing the dragon, St Michael vanquishing the fallen angels, and a man
drinking beer. There are also assorted
angels and gargoyles.
The Pilgrim bench end represents all
those who came to visit the Shrine of
St. Werburgh and its position, in front
of the Abbott’s (now the Dean’s) stall,
underlines the importance of pilgrimage to the monastery. His clothing is
typical of a Pilgrim, wearing a large hat
(to keep off the rain), with the brim
turned back to allow the pilgrim badge
to be attached, and the stout shoes essential for medieval tracks.
The fine clothing of the Chester
Pilgrim may indicate his social status.
He carried a stout walking stick, useful
for defence as well as avoiding stumbles
on rough paths. There is a hole in the
right hand of the Chester example for
a staff, but this was repeatedly broken
and is now missing.
The Porter’s Lodge door, now
blocked up, is at the foot of the stone
stairs, and further along is a blocked
up slit window from whence visitors
would be perused by the Porter.
Opposite was probably the entrance
to the Almonry. In the vaulting above
are carvings, one almost certainly St
Werburgh, but the others are more
ambiguous with both human heads
and animal carvings.
The room over the arch may
have been a robing room with two

Pilgrim Carving (above)
The Abbey Gateway in 1812 (below)

Do take a closer look on your next
visit.

Abridged from an article by
Biddy Brett-Rooks

(Historical background from Nicholas Fry)

armorial door paintings. One is inscribed ‘EDMUND CHESTER’ and
the other, ‘SAMUEL PEPLOE LLB,
Chancellor’.
The Gateway and the Cathedral are the
only Grade 1 listed building in the square,
which clearly reflects the architectural importance of the Gateway. It survived the
eighteenth-century redevelopment of the
square to form an impressive entrance to
the ‘new’ square, which of course, it remains
today.
Abridged from an article by Nicholas Fry
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Cathedral Gardens:

T

his year has seen the gardens start
to emerge from immaturity The
Cloister Garth reached its tenth year
and is a place of sanctuary, peace and
the venue for numerous events. Essential work has kept it in good working
condition all year. The Magnolia was
crown lifted at the end of September which will make that area more
accessible.
The Jubilee Gardens have been reinstated following the repairs to the
pinnacles and tower earlier in the year.
They looked immaculate for Remembrance Sunday.
To compliment the magnificent and
exceedingly valuable mahogany barked
maple, Acer griseum, in the Cheshire
Regiment Garden a ‘winter’ garden has
been planted on both sides of Tower
Walk. After just one growing season the
result is excellent. Many thousands of
snowdrops and winter aconites rescued
from the Retreat House Garden have
also been planted.
To the north of the Quire was an area
which presented huge problems. It is
a very steep bank which was covered
in dark and satanic evergreen bushes,
a popular area for drug dealers and an
unstable bank which eroded onto the
Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Goldrush’
Dawn Redwood in Cloister Garth

The ’Forbidden Fern Border’
an area of huge scientific and
ecological interest takes
full advantage of
a shady site.

God’s Eye view of Forbidden Fern Border

path below. This is now a pteridological paradise, an area of huge scientific
and ecological interest, known as the
’Forbidden Fern Border’ taking full advantage of a shady site. The steep bank
has been stabilised by using rhizomatous plants such as lily of the valley and
Ophiopogon planescens ‘Nigricans’.
Following building of the car park
on Cathedral Green the area was landscaped. The former heather border was
re-shaped and The Slype triangle is
now maturing and providing interest
throughout the year.
Abbey Square has seen the introduction of four trees to replace those
lost. They are exotic, very unusual
and will provide considerable interest
and colour including the exceedingly
rare and spectacular intergeneric graft
hybrid + Laburnocytisus adamii.
The area in front of the Cathedral
offices and the ‘hobbit house’ has
been admired by members of the
public throughout the year. First a
huge variety of spring bulbs, then the
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macropetala clematis on the walls, the
bearded iris, Iris germanica, the spectacular and fascinating crown imperial,
Fritillaria imperialis and in the summer
a constant display of the tiger flower
from Mexico, Tigridia pavonia. The
Wisteria is now well established and
will provide a beautiful display each
summer from next year onwards.
On June the 9th we had the very
first ‘Friends’ tour of the gardens. In
spite of the torrential rain it was well
attended and it is something that could
be repeated on a regular basis. It is the
‘Friends’ who supply the funds for
the gardens without which we would
not have this valuable and attractive
resource.
The gardens are maintained entirely
by volunteers who work throughout
the year. Should anyone be interested
in helping we would love to hear from
you. We are particularly interested in a
person for mowing and edging.
Phil Hunt Custos Hortorum

Cathedral Flowers:

M

any times each day the Cathedral flowers are photographed
by visitors and tourists, and some of
these photographs find their way all
around the world.
The Cathedral Flower Guild have
forty volunteers divided into three
teams and each team takes care of arranging and maintaining flowers for
their month on duty. Flowers may
require replacing each week whilst
some last longer. Watering is a daily
task. Whilst the volunteers are at work
they often enjoy conversations with
our visitors, who are always very complementary of our arrangers' talents.
Floral arrangements include memorials, weddings and special occasions
relating to the Church year. Christmas
and Easter are very special occasions in
the Cathedral Flower calendar.
Flowers are funded by ‘The Friends’
and each year donations dedicated
to the provision of flowers, be it for
a memorial, a wedding or special
occasion cover much of the cost. But
to enable our Flower Guild volunteers
to maintain their skilled work and
beautiful arrangements week in, week
out relies on more general flower donations. May I take this opportunity
to thank all who support The Friends
Flower Fund with generous donations
throughout the year. This is a tremendous help in making it possible to give
everyone who comes into the Cathedral
the pleasure of seeing God’s creation
expressed in the beauty and wonderful
colours of flowers and foliage. If you
would like to help in the continuing
beauty of flowers in the Cathedral, a
donation form is enclosed with this
Newsletter.
During the many years in which
I have been coordinating the Flower
Guild, I have had the privilege of
making many new friends whilst discussing weddings, funerals, special occasions and memorials. Thank you to
all who make it possible and a pleasure
to maintain the highest standards of
floristry in the Cathedral.
Liz Hardman
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Christmas Events & Services:
Chester Cathedral Christmas 2016 Services & Events
Sunday 27 November
6.30pm
Advent procession and carol
service by candlelight

Saturday 10 and
17 December
7.30pm
Chester Cathedral Choir Carol
Concert – A Choral Christmas
at Chester Cathedral

Sunday 18 December
3.30pm
Carols for the city:
singing for Syrians
With Chester Cathedral
Nave Choir

Friday 23 December
6.30pm
Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve
3.00pm
Nine Lessons and Carols
5.30pm
Blessing of the crib
11.30pm
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8.00am
Holy Communion with carols
10.00am
Festival Eucharist
11.45am
Sung Eucharist

6 January 2017
5.30pm
Epiphany Festival Service
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Other events

Friday 25 November
Spirit of Christmas
7.30pm
Matthew Kelly invites you to The
Neuromuscular Centre’s Spirit of
Christmas, the annual concert of
festive readings and music. With
several stars of stage, television
and film, the twenty-first Spirit of
Christmas promises to be a glitzy
and glamorous affair. To book
tickets visit www.nmcentre.com.

Saturday 26 November
2016 – Sunday 8 January
Christmas Tree Festival
From the end of November,
Chester Cathedral cloisters
will be filled with more than
40 majestic Christmas trees.
Escape from the hustle and
bustle of the festive period and
lose yourself in our astonishing
tree-lined winter walkways.

Saturday 3 December
The Snowman and
Cinderella
12.00, 2.15, and 7.00pm
Big screen, iconic film, worldclass musicians – a truly magical
Christmas show! Carrot
Productions present a familyfriendly Christmas concert
featuring The Snowman film
accompanied by a live, 25-piece

professional orchestra. New
for 2016 – Cinderella - in a retelling of the classic fairytale
for orchestra and narrator.

Wednesday 14 December
Will Young presents
The Soi Dog Foundation
Carol Concert
7.30pm
Hosted by Will Young
and special guests
Soi Dog UK Ambassador Will
Young and guests invite you
to a charity Christmas carol
concert. With performances by
a local performing arts choir
from The Hammond School,
and readings by selected friends
of the Soi Dog Foundation. All
proceeds from this event will go
directly to the charity and will
be used to end the suffering of
dogs and cats in Asia and fight
the illegal dog meat trade.
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