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‘Awe & Wonder’
A recent programme on BBC4 reminded me of two
notable scientific anniversaries which took place in
Autumn of 2017 – work of mankind which has always
been amazing and inspiring, fascinating to me as a
physicist and scientist… the exploration of space; and
for me as a Christian, the wonders of the
immensity of God’s created universe… truly
staggering! As a young boy, I used to build and
collect plastic models – boats, planes, galleons…
my room was filled with them. But pride of place,
perhaps because of its size more than anything, was
a model of the Saturn V rocket - the rocket that took
mankind to the moon. Space and space flight were
(are) fascinating things for me – to this day my
favourite film is that of Apollo 13 – the failed mission
to the moon, which nearly cost the lives of the three
astronauts, if not for the incredible ingenuity and
resourcefulness of the
astronauts themselves
and the hundreds of
NASA scientists which
brought them home
safely. One might class
mankind’s endeavours into
space as being themselves,
modern miracles – filling
us with awe and wonder.
The two notable
anniversaries were those
of the Cassini-Huygens
space probe – which had a 20 year anniversary in its
mission to Saturn, landing a probe on Titan, one of
Saturn’s moons, and sending back truly awe inspiring
and wonderfully detailed pictures of Saturn and its
amazing rings, before crashing, deliberately in a final
flourish, into the planet itself. But the recent
programme detailed the forty year mission of the
Voyager probe – which launched back in 1977 and
flew past Jupiter and Saturn in 1979 and 1980, sending
back brilliant pictures of both (which are nothing in
quality compared to Cassini’s images), before
heading off into space. In 2012 Voyager officially left
our solar system, crossing the heliopause (see the
figure above) into the interstellar medium…truly the
work of science fiction made a reality!
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As a testament to the robustness of its design (with
technology which would be regarded as pretty
archaic now), in November they successfully fired its
main manoeuvring thrusters… 37 years after they were
previously fired! In the 40 years it has been
travelling, it is now so far away that it takes 19 hours
for its signals to reach earth. But in astronomical
terms, in terms of the size of God’s created universe,
it is still a tiny distance – it will take another 40,000
years to get close to our nearest star outside of our
solar system… which shows what an amazing creation
is God’s universe; awe inspiring and wonderful
in itself.
As Neil Armstrong so famously mentioned, each of
these man-made achievements are giant leaps for
mankind – they are modern miracles which are awe
				
inspiring, to do what
				
they can do in finding
				
out more and more
				
about the world and
				
the universe we live 		
				
in. Wonders of science,
				
technology and
				
ingenuity – miracles
				
which we know are
				
there because we are
				
made in the image of
				
God. We are created
				
to be curious, to find
				
out more about the
world which God has created; and I believe, God
keeps on beckoning us forward to find out more and
more of how the world we live in works. In doing so
it complements, in my mind, our own faithful
explorations of why God created the universe, why
we exist at all, the meaning and worth of the wonderful creation of God that is us.
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M U S I C D E PA RT M E N T N E W S
LEGO VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

WORSHIP IN THE
CATHEDRAL
Weekdays:
08.30

Morning Prayer
St Anselm’s Chapel

12.30

Eucharist
Lady Chapel

17.30

Choral Evensong
Quire

Saturdays:
09.30

Morning Prayer and Eucharist
St Werburgh’s Chapel

16.15

Choral Evensong
Quire

Did You Know..?

UPDATE FROM THE ACTING DEAN
•

43,000 visitors came to the cathedral during the Christmas period. This does not
include people attending services

•

We raised £11,500 for the Ultrasound Breast Scanner Appeal at the Countess of
Chester Hospital as a result of the Christmas Tree Festival

•

The winners of the Christmas Tree were Birkenhead School and the Adrian
Derbyshire Foundation. Full details may be found on our website - at
chestercathedral.com/about/news
Applications for the Dean have now closed, however, you may still review the
documentation for the role at
jobs.churchofengland.org/deanofchester

Jane Brooke

Sundays:
08.00
10.00
11.30

Prayer Book Communion Service
Cathedral Eucharist
Sung Mattins
(or Prayer Book Eucharist
on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30

Choral Evensong

18.30

Evening Service

IN RESIDENCE:
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

All clergy
Canon Jeremy Dussek
The Acting Dean
Barry Wilson /
Revd Denise Williams
Canon Jeremy Dussek
Barry Wilson
Rotated clergy

Music Department News
I was delighted that the presence of an orchestra on Christmas Day
prompted such an enthusiastic postbag. Haydn’s Missa Sancti Nicolai
really came alive as every note and line played by the instrumentalists
could be heard as Haydn envisaged. The Cathedral Choir, I am pleased
to say, sang with real precision and excitement in this wonderfully
festive work.
I should be clear that to be able to have a professional orchestra
contribute to our worship and music is thanks to a couple in our own
congregation who paid for their involvement. The cost of hiring the
musicians came to more than £3,000, which included a separate
rehearsal the Friday before Christmas. I am very grateful to my
sponsors who continue to give funds towards the cost of using
professional musicians and soloists in our concerts and services. If
anyone else would like to help and contribute in this way I would be
only too pleased to speak with them.
On Good Friday at 8pm the Cathedral Choir will be singing J S Bach’s
masterpiece the St John Passion. Entry to the performance is free
with a retiring collection at the end. As the performance is part of our
worship in Holy Week, we are experimenting with free entry to see if a
retiring collection will encourage people to give what they thought the
performance was worth.

J S Bach

St John
Passion

Good Friday 2018 | 8pm
Chester Cathedral Choir
Eighteenth Century Sinfonia
Philip Rushforth - conductor
Robert Murray - Evangelist
Tristan Hambleton - Christus
Alison Rose - Soprano
Marta Fontanals-Simmons - Mezzo Soprano
Marcus Farnsworth - Bass
FREE - retiring donation

It is Bach’s setting of the St Matthew Passion that has historically won
most of the performances and general praise, whilst the St John
Passion has been viewed as the less polished and older sibling.
However, Bach considered his St John setting to be supremely
important and he revised it a number of times. It was written for Good
Friday in 1724 and was the centrepiece of Bach’s year-long cycle of
liturgical cantatas. The work contains many dramatic moments as well
as intense, mournful beauty. The soloists performing with the choir are
of international repute and will be accompanied by the superb
Eighteenth Century Sinfonia.
Bach’s St John Passion contains all the ferocity and sorrow of the Good
Friday story but it is also an optimistic work, anticipating the
resurrection with music of radiance and hope. Please do come and hear
this wonderful work in the setting of Chester Cathedral.
Philip Rushforth
Director of Music

‘Awe & Wonder’, continued...
Our gospel scriptures throughout this season of
Epiphany, equally fill us with awe and wonder – at
the miracle that is Jesus Christ, our saviour. From the
visitation of the wise men to Bethlehem, following
that ‘star of wonder’ to where the infant Jesus lay;
the amazing courage of John the Baptist as being
that herald in the wilderness, the fore-runner of the
‘most powerful’ one, for whom John felt unworthy
‘to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals’...
and yet, Jesus came himself in humility to be baptised
by John in the Jordan; the calling of Philip and Jesus’
first visionary signs of Nathaniel – come and see; the
miracle at the wedding feast in Cana (Jesus’ first sign),
where Jesus changes water into wine, in the moments
of their need; his authoritative teaching in the
synagogue and his care for the man with an unclean
spirit; and then finally the presentation of our Lord
in the temple – the miracle which Simeon and Anna
always believed in, and the outpouring when such a
wonderful thing occurred. Just some of the signs of
the Saviour – which again and again, no matter how
many times we read them, fill us with awe and
wonder – not for their history, but for the
present signs that we also see in the world around
us. The signs of love and caring which are there again
and again; signs which show the love of God in
action, just as it did through God’s Son… through what
we continue to make and develop, yes; but also in
how we show our love and compassion and our care
for others often in the face of our own adversity…
these things too are truly wonderful. Those who are
sceptical might say that our faith brings us a set of
rose-tinted specs – and we ignore and are blind to
the difficulties in the world around us. No. I
believe our faith does just the opposite – and brings
us, challenges us, calls us to look at all of the things
in our created order; to develop (and keep on
developing) the lenses to try to see God in the world
around us – but also to see the need for prayer and
help too; so that we can be the hands, eyes, ears and
tongue of Jesus in our earthly world… that the
kingdom of God can indeed come near.
It is with a very heavy heart that I move on – an
experience which is tinged with excitement,
trepidation and sadness… the latter in leaving behind
so many lovely people and the relationships made
with the people one serves.

A Day on
Benedictine Spirituality
On Saturday 14 April ‘A Day on Benedictine Spirituality’
will take place at the cathedral - and all are welcome.
The day will commence at 10am and concludes at
3.30pm. The cost for the day is £5 which includes
coffee & tea, though not lunch.
For the full programme, and to book, click to:
chestercathedral.com/event/bendictine-spirituality/

However, the world is so connected these days – one
is never far away; and I will never be far away… though
the sadness for me is great, you will always be in my
thoughts, prayers and my heart as a wonderful
community which has welcomed me so much. On
the 14 January, my last Sunday service here at the cathedral, there was awe and wonder for me of a
different kind; a very emotional time (as you no
doubt saw!) to hear and see such wonderful things…
the very kind words said by both Canon Jane and our
younger generations (our future) within the Sunday
School; the lovely gifts presented, the book
produced by the children and especially their hugs,
the wonderful musical offering from our magnificent
Cathedral Choir under Philip’s tremendous and so
talented direction; from the well-wishes, gifts, cards
and kind words which have been given since… it was
truly amazing, and I thank you all so much.
So let our prayers be that we keep seeing, with awe
and wonder, the goodness and greatness of God’s
created order; in what we create and develop but
also most notably in people; here the people of
Chester, in our cathedral and throughout the city - a
people I have met who work so hard to help others. All the people we serve are so important. For
me there is such awe and wonder especially in those
within our congregation for whom the love of Christ
shines from their faces, their very being, despite their
own very trying circumstances. Let us celebrate
those gifts, in so many of the
people around us… and continue to give of ourselves
through prayer and action, in order to serve and help
those whom we see in such need.
May I say, although the time has been short, it has
been a pleasure, privilege and honour of
responding to God’s call to be here with you,
alongside you, serving you and ministering with you.
My hopes and prayers are that it has always been, in
Jesus’ name.
With my love and prayers; God bless

Mike (Priest-Vicar)

Can you spare some time?
The Chester Cathedral in LEGO project urgently needs help from
new volunteers. Can you help, or do you know someone who is
up to the challenge of fundraising for our Education Trust?
Please get in touch with Helen Barber, Education Officer at the
cathedral - helen.barber@chestercathedral.com

Refectory Closure
It is planned for the Refectory to be closed from 5.30pm on
Saturday 17 February for two weeks. Therefore, there will be no
coffee available after the service on those Sundays.

Mission Forum Update

PRAYERFUL SUPPORT FOR USPG
Can you imagine what it would be like to lose a child to
human traffickers? That is just one of the hard issues facing
churches partnered by United Society Partners in the Gospel
(USPG). USPG is one of the charities the Cathedral supports
through its mission fundraising. USPG supports Anglican
churches around the world which are facing difficult
circumstances.
Although money is important, there are other ways we can
support our brothers and sisters across the world – and one
of these is through our prayers. To help us with this, USPG
produces a free quarterly prayer manual called ‘Pray with the
World Church’. Each week focuses on a different country
in which USPG has mission partners. For example, in one
week last month we were asked to pray for the Diocese of
the Amazon.
The entry begins with a short reflection from a worker in
a USPG supported social aid programme who tells of the
problems locally of human trafficking. The poverty of the
area means that parents, in their desperation for a better
life for their children, are persuaded by the promises of the
traffickers.

One such promise is to offer places in a football school
which will lead their children to become wealthy football
stars. Of course their promises are false and the young find
themselves trafficked for sexual exploitataion or child
labour. Their families lose contact with them.
We are asked to pray for the Anglican Church in Brazil which
is raising awareness of this and providing legal support to
help rescue those who have been trafficked, for the social
action programme and its workers, and for international
efforts to put a stop to trafficking in Brazil.
If you want to know more about the work of USPG and
support them in your prayers, then ‘Pray with the World
Church’ is an excellent aid to this. You can request a copy
from me or Barry Wilson.
Christine Burkett

Bible Talks

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 21 February - The Elymas Tapestry
Professor Loveday Alexander (University of Sheffield)

Chester Christian Aid Lent Lunches - organised by City
Centre Churches Together
Monday 12 Noon - 1.30pm (19, 26 February & 5, 12, 19 March)
at the Quaker Meeting House, Frodsham Street, Chester
Please join them for a simple meal - donations to
Christian Aid

Annual Coffee Morning
Saturday 24 February
at Hoole United Reformed Church, Hoole Road, Chester
There is no charge for attending although donations towards 10.30am - 12.30pm (Bacon butties available after 11.30am)
the work of Education in the cathedral are encouraged.
Featuring: stalls, homemade cakes, coffee, gifts, Traidcraft etc
Tickets £1 including a cup of coffee/tea
Wednesday 14 February - The Moses Mosaic
Donations of plants and unwanted Christmas gifts are
Dr Trevor Dennis (Chester Cathedral)
welcome - to be left with Jo Jones in the Gift Shop.
1.10pm - 2pm in the Cloister Room

Wednesday 28 February - Visualising the Sacrifice of Isaac
Professor Philip Alexander (University of Manchester)
Wednesday 7 March - Melchizedek the Priest-King
and Christian Worship
Professor William Horbury (University of Cambridge)
Wednesday 21 March - The David Mosaics
Professor George Brooke (University of Manchester)
Wednesday 28 March - The Erasmus Chapel Mosaics
Dr Michael Gilbertson (Archdeaconry of Chester)

The cathedral team are hosting their Lent Lunch on Monday
19 March; do please come and support us.
Quiz Night
Saturday 10 March
You’re invited to a quiz night to raise funds for the bells of
Chester Cathedral at 7.30pm at The Cross Keys on Lower
Bridge Street in Chester. Tickets are just £7.50 per person.
Book your place: email or text carrie.hyde@hotmail.co.uk / 07713 238730

Help us to reduce the amount of
paper and ink we use to produce this
newsletter by receiving it by email.

February Newsletter
Articles submitted by
Friday 23 February

To do this, simply email me at
kevin.baxter@chestercathedral.com

Newsletter published
Sunday 4 March

Chester Cathedral
9 Abbey Square
Chester
CH1 2HU
01244 324756

Rest assured, you won’t receive any
other content, unless you ask to do so.
WE’RE SOCIAL
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Twitter: @ChesterCath
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New Tree Update
Cloister Garth
1.
Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Goldrush’
Golden Dawn Redwood
2.
Embothrium coccineum ‘Inca Flame’ Chilean Fire Bush
Jubilee Gardens
3.
Liquidamber styraciflua ‘Worplesdon’
American Sweet Gum
4.
Prunus ‘Burgundy’ top grafted onto P. Serrula tibetica,
Rootstock P. Avium f12/1 Flowering Cherry
5.
Ginkgo biloba ‘Autumn Gold’ Maidenhair Tree
6.
Chamaecyparis nootkatensis ‘ Jubilee’ Nootka cypress
7.
Eucryphia x nymanseyensis ‘Nymensay’
8.
Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood
South Transept Lawn
9.
Alnus glutinosa heterophylla Cut leaved Alder
10.
Picea omorika ‘Pendula’ Weeping Serbian Spruce

Abbey Square Gardens
38.
Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant Redwood
39.
Fagus sylvatica ‘Heterophylla Asplenifolia’
Cut Leaved Beech
40.
Fagus sylvatica ‘River’s Purple’ Purple Beech
41.
Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant Redwood
42.
Acer griseum Paperbark Maple
43.
Cercis siliquastrum ‘Avondale’ Judas Tree
44.
+ Laburnocytisus adamii Intergeneric graft hybrid
Laburnum anagyroides + Cytisus prupureus
45.
Prunus padus ‘Colorata’ Racemose cherry
46.
Ailanthus altissima ‘Tenakai’ Tree of Heaven (Taiwan)
47.
Chamaecyparis nootkatensis ‘Green Arrow’
Nootka Cypress
Dean’s Field
48.
Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant Redwood
49.
Sequoia sempervirens Californian Redwood
50.
Fagus sylvatica ‘Riversii’ Beech
51.
Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea Tricolor’ Beech
52.
Tilia petiolaris Weeping Silver Lime
53.
Ginkgo biloba
54.
Araucaria araucano Monkey Puzzle
55.
Sequoiadendron giganteum ‘Glaucum’
Blue Giant Redwood.
56.
Liriodendron tulipifera ‘Aureo-marginatum’ Tulip Tree
57
Pterocarya x rhederiana ‘Fernleaf’ Wing Nut

Cheshire Regiment Garden
11.
Nyssasinensis ‘Inferno’
12
Betula alba ‘Hergest’ Birch
13.
Betula nigra ‘Black Star’ Birch
14.
Arbutus menziesii Strawberry Tree
15.
Stewartia monodelpha
16
Stewartia pseudocamelia
17.
Acer capillipes ‘Antoine’ Snake bark maple
18.
Acer capillipes ‘Antoine’ Snake bark maple
19.
Prunus serrula tibetica Mahogany bark cherry
20.
Zelkova serrata ‘Kiwi Sunset’
21.
Magnolia cambellii ‘Charles Raffill’
22.
Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Goldrush’
23.
Koelreuteria paniculata ‘Coral Sun’ Golden Rain Tree

Quarry Car Park
58.
Ginkgo biloba
59.
Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood
60.
Catalpa bignonioides Indian Bean Tree

Philip B. Hunt
Custos hortorum

Cathedral Green
24.
Juglans nigra Black Walnut
25.
Nothofagus antartica Southern Beech
26.
Sequioadendron giganteum Giant Redwood
27.
Juniperus recurva ‘Coxii’ (and ‘Castlewellan’) Coffin Juniper
28.
Fagus sylvatica ‘Rohanii’ Rohan Beech
29.
Metasequioa glyptostroboides ‘Goldrush’
Golden Dawn Redwood
30.
Chamaecyparis nootkatensis ‘Green Arrow’
Nootka Cypress
31.
Morus nigra ‘Wellington’ Mulberry
32.
Picea koyami ‘Bedgebury Cascade’ Weeping Spruce
33.
Picea pungens glauca ‘Moerheimii’ Blue Spruce
Abbey Street and Gardens
34.
Liquidamber styraciflua ‘Slender Silhouette’
American Sweet Gum.
35.
Sequoia sempervirens Californian Redwood
36.
Morus nigra Mulberry
37.
Ginkgo biloba
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Behold the giant and the dawn redwood, the sweet gum, rohan beech and all the trees. When they shoot
forth know that summer is nigh at hand. One generation passeth away and another generation cometh but
the trees shall abide for ever.
Luke 21 and Eccliasiastes 1

Fagus sylvatica ‘Rohanii’
Canon Jane Brooke, Acting Dean

Sequoiadendron giganteum
Canon Barry Wilson, Vice Dean

Liquidamber styraciflua ‘Worplesdon’
Trevor Dennis (and Caroline), Former Vice Dean

Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Goldrush’
Major General Keith Skempton (and grandson Matthew)
Cheshire Regiment

