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Barry Wilson

Dreams come in all shapes and sizes. They can be  
fantastic adventures, or romantic encounters. They 
can be thrilling. They can be frightening. They can 
also be incredibly frustrating. 

Each person’s dreams are different, but we do have 
some in common.  Have you ever had a dream where 
your teeth are falling out? A lot of people have! Or 
what about the dream where you are falling?  
Contrary to the popular myth, I’m told that you do 
not die if you actually hit the ground during your fall 

According to one internet expert – so you had better 
be cautious here – some people think that when you 
dream about your teeth it is because you are anxious 
about your appearance or about how others perceive 
you. In effect your dream exaggerates your concern 
about being embarrassed or making a fool of yourself 
in a particular situation.

The same is true, it seems, with falling. The dream is 
an indication of insecurities, instabilities, and  
anxieties. You might feel overwhelmed and out of 
control in some situation in your normal life. You 
might be afraid of failing, or feel inferior and your 
dream reflects it in a fall.

As we all know, in our culture dreams are rarely taken 
seriously. But in the ancient Middle East they were 
taken very seriously indeed. Just think of Pharaoh’s 
dreams at the time of Joseph. Or the dream that  
Joseph, the father of Jesus, had when he found out 
that Mary was pregnant.

They believed that some dreams had a purpose. And 
if you wanted to know what that purpose was, you 
spoke with someone who was spiritual, or wise. Just 
like the Magi who came from Iran to see the baby 
Jesus.

The Magi believed that the stars influenced the way 
that we live our lives, and that some stars heralded 
momentous events, or predicted the future. 

You probably know that the Magi were a tribe of 
priests, similar to the Levites in Israel. They were 
skilled in philosophy, medicine and the natural 
sciences. 

They were soothsayers, astrologers and interpreters 
of dreams, and they recognized when the heavens 
were telling them that something important was 
about to happen.

Not all Magi were good. They were scattered 
throughout the Roman Empire, and some were little 
more than charlatans. Think of Elymas the sorcerer in 
Acts 13 or Simon Magus in Acts 8.

But a few bad apples do not necessarily infer that the 
whole lot were corrupted. Just like a few bad soldiers, 
or teachers, or doctors, do not mean that the whole 
army, education system or health service is failing.

At their best, they were an inspiration, because they 
demonstrated what could be achieved if you  
continued to learn. They showed that wisdom and 
insight is something that we can all gain. 

It was no accident that the Magi encountered Jesus. 
It was no fluke. No random event. They went looking, 
and kept on looking until they found just what they 
had been searching for.

The same thing applies to wisdom, maturity,  
spirituality and faith. They are not things you stumble 
upon or earn by long service. A fool might be a fool 
at 20, 50 and 70 and grey hairs do not necessarily 
equate with insight or understanding.

To grow you need to seek. To seek you need to work. 
To work you need focus and desire and in the end 
that comes down personal motivation.

So, as we celebrate the festival of Epiphany, I would 
encourage you to follow your star and dream your 
dreams. And I also pray that your journey will lead 
you closer to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.



WORSHIP IN THE  
CATHEDRAL

IN RESIDENCE:

DATE FOR YOUR

Weekdays:
08.30 Morning Prayer  
 St Anselm’s Chapel

12.30 Eucharist 
 Lady Chapel

17.30 Choral Evensong 
 Quire

Saturdays:
09.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist  
 St Werburgh’s Chapel

16.15 Choral Evensong  
 Quire

Sundays:
08.00 Prayer Book Communion Service 
10.00 Cathedral Eucharist 
11.30 Sung Mattins

 (or Prayer Book Eucharist

 on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30 Choral Evensong

18.30 Evening Service

Sunday:  All clergy
Monday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Tuesday:  The Acting Dean
Wednesday:  Barry Wilson /  
 Revd Denise Williams
Thursday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Friday:  Barry Wilson
Saturday:  Rotated clergy / Mike Kirby

Our Colour 
Reflection
Thursday 1 February to  
Thursday 1 March 2018

DIARY

Chester Cathedral and Chester 
Visual Arts present Our Colour 
Reflection by artist Liz West. 
 
The installation creates a  
conversation between the 
viewer and the Chapter House 
using hundreds of mirrors made 
of coloured acrylic. 
 
Free entry - donations welcome 
 
chestercathedral.com

UPDATE FROM THE ACTING DEAN
• The Benedictine Lay Community are leading a day on Benedictine spirituality on 

Saturday 14 April in the Cloister Room 10am - 3.30pm. The charge is £5 for the day 
(lunch is not included).  Bookings are through the office.  We hope to strengthen 
links with the Benedictine Lay Community who will hold their annual meeting at  
the cathedral during 2018.

• Mike Kirby will continue his ministry in Liverpool Cathedral after leaving Chester.  
He will preach at his last service at 10am on Sunday 14 January. There will be an  
opportunity to say goodbye to him after the service during coffee.

• During the Spring, all paid employees and volunteers will be invited to take part in a 
questionnaire survey which focusses upon values. It is hoped that it will be a useful 
base for the new Dean to reflect upon values in the cathedral.

• The Italian evening before Christmas successfully hosted 180 people!
Happy New Year!

Did You Know..?

Jane Brooke

On Wednesday 20 December, Constable 1201 Sam Jones was awarded a  
Commendation from the Cathedral Constables Association for going above and 
beyond in attending an incident at Chester Cathedral during May 2017. Without 
hesitation, on receiving a knock at the door to a young male reporting an  
incident, he grabbed his radio and ran bear footed and with his arm in plaster, 
along the cobbled street and square of the cathedral estate and took charge of 
the incident until colleagues from Cheshire Police arrived on scene.  
He continued to coordinate and assist throughout the evening. The incident  
sadly involved a loss of life and this is the second such occasion Sam has been 
called upon to deal with such a case. Inspector Chris Jones said; “We are very 
proud of Sam’s actions and this commendation reflects his commitment and 
duty to the cause while off duty, regardless of his own personal restrictions at 
that time.” 
 
CC1201 Sam Jones was presented with his commendation by Canon Jane Brooke, 
Acting Dean and Inspector of Constables at Chester Cathedral, Chris Jones. 

CCA Commendation 
for Cathedral Constable

Something special to keep you warm this winter...
Winter does not have to be gloomy... just warm & cheerful!  Pay a visit to 
the Cathedral Gift Shop for gifts to warm the body and mind.



 

Please donate any Unwanted Christmas   
Gifts that you receive to our annual ‘Christian 
Aid Big Coffee Morning’.  
 
Donations can be left with me in the  
Cathedral Gift Shop, these will then be sold  
on to raise funds for the charity.  
 
The coffee morning will be held on  
Saturday 24 February, 10.30am - 12.30pm at 
Hoole United Reformed Church. There will be 
stalls, a raffle and bacon butties! More details 
coming soon...

Unwanted Christmas Gifts?

Come and talk!

Meet  
‘Awesome Anselm’

Jo Jones

Join us on Tuesdays from 16 January when Canon Jane and 
Canon Barry will be leading a study group on five key themes 
in Jesus’ ministry: people, teaching, team building, prayer and 
challenge.  
 
The study groups will take place in the Cloister Room 
7.30 - 9pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.

A wooden mouse carved into the altar  
rail in Chester Cathedral came to life and  
embarked on exciting adventures in  
December.

The mouse, Anselm, met a pig and a  
griffin along the way in new children’s book 
‘Awesome Anselm’ which has been written 
by the cathedral’s Acting Dean, Jane Brooke, 
and beautifully illustrated by Carolyn  
Dinan.

The book reads: “With three sneezes, a 
little wooden mouse called Anselm climbs 
out from his wooden rail and looks around. 
His adventures begin when he meets the 
pig and the griffin.”

‘Awesome Anselm’ is a book for 3-6 year 
olds, and is on sale now in the Cathedral 
Gift Shop.

This is a natural hybrid between T. cordata and T. platyphyllus,  
occurring throughout Europe as a large deciduous tree, up to 164 
feet in height. It is truly magnificent in the countryside, adorning 
many a parkland landscape and particularly the iconic avenue vistas 
for stately homes. Very often represented by ancient, gnarled,  
broken, twisted, buttressed, light’ning struck, hollow relics of 
advanced decrepitude, dense with epicaulic growth and ‘witches 
brooms’; every tree a character with a story to tell. It produces 
abundant nectar for pollinating insects with the same narcotic 
properties as Eucryphia (q.v. Monthly News, July 2017)
 
As a choice of street tree for the urban environment it is just about 
the worst possible on earth, having abundant stem sprouts, dense 
shade bearing, host to a rampant aphis population with resultant 
‘honey dew’ deposits upon which grows sooty mould fungus. It 
drips on cars, drips on people, a sticky nasty black treacly and filthy 
environment. Horrible. – and – by the end of September the leaves 
are so exhausted that they fall off. Chester has an abundance of 
Limes, in fact it is just about the only tree species. The  
regenerative habit makes it ideal for pollarding and pleaching. This 
was all very well in the care free, leisurely days of the 1930’s but it 
soon became a labour intensive extravagance. The large specimens 
along the Eastern boundary of the cathedral adjacent to the city 
wall, originally pollarded, are just such an example. No morning 
light has penetrated the beautiful East windows in living memory. 

Tilia x europaea 
Lime, MALVACEAE

Philip B. Hunt 
Custos hortorum

The tree illustrated, in  
Fffflint, North Wales was 
pollarded 3 years ago and is 
now an enormous,  
monstrous, elevated bush of  
overwhelming density and  
grotesqueness. 
 
The timber is used for wood  
turning and in the  
manufacture of pianos, it can 
be coppiced for firewood 
and the bark was used at one 
time for the manufacture of 
rope. In war ravaged Britain 
the large membranous seed 
bracts were used to make 
tea. Not quite up to Taiwan 
High Mountain Oolong, but 
not bad.
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A simple marble tablet was placed in the Cathedral in the North Transept aisle as a handsome memorial to the memory of 
William Makepeace Thackeray, who was born in Cambridge on 15 April 1769.

Who was William Makepeace Thackeray?
He was the second son and fifth child of Thomas and Lydia Thackeray and was educated at Rugby School before going up 
to St John’s College, Cambridge in 1788.  He later removed to Trinity College, where he graduated in medicine with an M.B. 
in 1794 and with an M.D. in 1800.  This maintained a strong family tradition as his father was an eminent Cambridge surgeon 
himself. 

He was completing his medical studies in Paris during the French Revolution in 1792 and s=o great was the joy on his safe  
return home that the vicar of Great St Andrew’s Church in Cambridge ordered the bells to ring out a merry peal.  In 1793, he 
went to practise as a physician in Denbigh but later removed to Nicholas Street, Chester, where he remained for the rest of 
his life.  He became very supportive of the Blue Coat Hospital and was also a staunch member of the City Club, of which he 
was President in 1826.  He was a keen forester and gained many prestigious awards for his woodland practices, owning seven 
hundred acres of forestry near Holywell.
 
William married Eliza (née Jones) on 31 May 1804 at Holy Trinity Church in Watergate Street (now the Guildhall) and had two 
daughters, Sarah Jane and Selina.  There is a commemorative paving slab to him and his wife in the floor of the north aisle of 
the nave in the Cathedral.  He died on 29 July 1849, aged 80 years, at premises in Nicholas Street and is commemorated by a 
large monument in Overleigh Cemetery in Handbridge.
 
His daughter, Selina, married the son of Roger Barnston, whose memorial is near the west door of the Cathedral, and their 
joint issue is represented six generations later by Michael Trevor-Barnston of Crewe Hill, Farndon, whose house contains 
many memorabilia, including a bust-sized portrait of Thackeray as well as a picture of him with his forestry pruning hook.

A footnote
William Makepeace Thackeray is not the celebrated novelist, whose works included Vanity Fair, but rather he was the latter’s 
uncle and it may be of further interest to note that there is sheltered housing in Thackeray Towers in Francis Street and that 
there are two roads named Makepeace Close and Thackeray Drive in Vicars Cross.

by a member of the congregation

William Makepeace Thackeray 
1769 - 1849

The highlight of our link with Kondopoga in 2017 was the 
visit by members of their parish in October.  Since then they 
have gone on to put into practice some of the ideas they 
picked up during their time in Chester.  For instance, they 
have been around the supermarkets and businesses in  
Kondopoga to try to establish food donations to be given  
to the church for distribution to needy people and  
families.  This is unheard of in Russia and if it is successful 
it will pioneer a different approach to their work with the 
disadvantaged. 

One spin-off for the cathedral since the visit is the number 
of people who have expressed an interest in another visit to 
Kondopoga, to see for themselves the remarkable  
community there.  To this end Julia Ashmore, Executive  
Secretary of St Gregory’s Foundation (who support the work 
in Kondopoga and through whom we send our money) and 
I are putting together a draft schedule for a visit to Russia  
in 2019.   
 
 

The plan includes a couple of days in St Petersburg,  
looking at SGF projects there, a trip north to Kondopoga 
and a couple of days in Moscow.  There is now a high speed, 
very modern train to Moscow from St Petersburg which only 
takes three hours and makes a short trip feasible.  SGF are 
now running a couple of projects in Moscow with disabled 
children and they are establishing for the first time  
physiotherapy training there.
 
If you are interested in taking part in this visit, please get in 
touch with me and get your name onto a contact list so I 
can keep you up to date with the plans.  Being on the  
contact list will not commit you in any way.  The visit is 
planned for some time during the summer months, as it 
starts freezing in Kondopoga in September!

Mission Forum Update

Jane Jones

Help us to reduce the amount of 
paper and ink we use to produce this 
newsletter by receiving it by email. 
 
To do this, simply email me at 
kevin.baxter@chestercathedral.com 
 
Rest assured, you won’t receive any 
other content, unless you ask to do so.


