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Cathedral Council
As the new Chair of the
Cathedral Council I am
working to find ways in
which members of Council
and the Council as a whole
can, within cathedral
regulations, play a more
pro-active part in the
development of the
cathedral and the expansion
of its work in our
community.

The Council is made up of members from many different walks of
life with many different skills linked by a very real commitment to
help the cathedral. It has been exciting to discover skills which we
have “in house” which have hitherto not been used to the full. One
of our members, for example, is now helping the Acting Dean on
the important issue of Safeguarding as he has much professional
experience in this subject.
In doing this it has been important not to duplicate work which is
already being done by various cathedral committees and after
much discussion with members of Chapter we have agreed that
there are four areas in which a focussed and probably short term
task group could be of real help to the cathedral.  The four new task
groups will look at four areas of activity:

•

Serving our City, Region and Diocese

•

Welcome and Hospitality

•

Learning and Discipleship

•

Worship and Prayer

Each of these four new groups will be Chaired by a member of
Chapter but many of the members will be members of Council and
the groups will report to both Council and Chapter. Each group will
be able to co-opt outsiders into their group if they think they need
that person’s specific skill or knowledge. So, for example we hope
that a senior executive of Marketing Cheshire will join the Welcome
and Hospitality group as it works to ensure that the cathedral is
really centre stage in all the work which is done to promote
Chester to tourists.
The plan is that each group will initially work for only one year
and the value of the group will then be reviewed and they may be
dissolved or have their terms of reference amended.
In addition two members of Council have agreed to join the Finance
Committee and to attend meetings of the Board of Cathedral
Enterprises Ltd to try to help that side of the cathedral’s activities
become more successful.
In summary we are trying to harness the skills of members of
Council to help the cathedral move forward on a number of key
areas of the strategic plan.

David Briggs

Did You Know..?

UPDATE FROM THE ACTING DEAN
Every newsletter I plan to give an update on what has been
happening in the previous month. I hope you will find this helpful.
•

•
•

•

•

During October,  ‘Pilgrim Week’ hosted 750 children. Under
the efficient leadership of Helen Barber and Cath Rugen, the
enthusiastic, dedicated volunteers gave their time and energy
to create an exciting week for all schools who gave very
positive feedback.  Thank you to all who helped to make it a
success.  
Work is continuing on 8 Abbey Square under the guidance of
Neil Tunks. It will be rented by a Special Needs Care Group.
In November, University of Chester graduation ceremonies
took place with their usual splendour. Honorary degrees were
given to Gordon McPhate,  Bishop Michael Baughen and Libby
Lane as well as David Suchet! We are delighted that we can
host this event for the university.
An internal group is being formed to explore the ‘Shrinking
the footprint’ in the cathedral with Tim Boden, who is
working in personal capacity and Tony Barton from
Donald Insalls.
You will be pleased to know that some more staff have
undertaken a first aid course.

Introducing...
Three new Constables have recently joined the
cathedral. They are Sergeant Guy Story, Constable
Michelle Vincent and Constable Oliver Leach. These
officers bring with them a wealth of policing experience
having been Special Constables for many years with
Cheshire Police with both Guy and Michelle having
previous held senior officer posts. Cathedral Inspector
Chris Jones said “I am very pleased to have them join us
and very much looking forward to using their experience
to the full as they help to keep order around the
cathedral and Estate.”
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Pilgrim Week: 9 - 13 October 2017
Pilgrim Week took place between the 9 & 13 October this year, and it was another really busy, happy week spent
with children from 29 primary schools from around the region learning the meaning and importance of Pilgrimage
as a physical journey and also as a personal journey of getting to know God more as we progress through life. It
was especially good to see four schools join us for the first time.
As ever, this event could not happen without the help and support of many people from the Cathedral
Community. Thank you, all, for your help, support and prayers.
Helen Barber

Advance to
Chester Cathedral
If you pass Go!,
play Monopoly!

The perfect gift for friends and relatives this Christmas
is Chester Cathedral Monopoly, which comes
complete with six exclusive game tokens including a
jolly monk, goose and cathedral tower!
The Cathedral Gift Shop is also the place to visit for
beautiful, hand-crafted Christmas gifts and decorations
so pay us a visit very soon...
We’re open Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6pm, and
Sunday 11am - 4pm. Alternatively, shop online at
chestercathedral.com

SHOP

