The Churches Response to Modern Slavery
On September 17th during a service to
remember and pray for those caught up
in modern slavery, Bishop Peter signed
the statement below on behalf of all
Churches in Cheshire.
The Church leaders of Cheshire welcome this strategy to fight this evil in
our midst and commend those within
the churches of Cheshire:
•

To use all appropriate opportunities
to promote amongst their
congregations and denominations
awareness of the signs of modern
slavery

•

To understand the ways in which
concerns can be reported to the
relevant statutory bodies

•

To ensure that safeguarding guidelines, procedures and training take account of concerns in respect of modern slavery

•

To explore the development of ‘Hubs of Concern’ around Cheshire to promote awareness within their local communities

•

To explore how the facilities and people of the churches might be offered and used to support those in the process of
recovery

•

To be mindful of the possibilities of modern slavery at play within the services and goods they buy and to use their
decisions and purchasing power to combat this

If any member of the congregation is interested in continuing to support work against modern slavery do please let
me know.
Canon Jane Brooke

Visit by Archbishop George Takeli to Chester Cathedral
Sunday 24 September saw the
Archbishop of Melanesia visit a few of
the young people and adults alike in the
Cloister room, after taking the service.
A wonderful experience for all as he
explained all about the many artefacts,
and their uses, that were given to us
when Brother Geoffrey came to the
Cathedral. Many questions were asked
from ‘How is climate change affecting
your country?’ to ‘Where are the
Solomon islands?’ All of these answered
thoroughly by the Archbishop. The more
we keep in touch with Melanesia as a
community, as a cathedral family, the
more we can help them. The weather is
unpredictable now due to the change
in the atmosphere making harvest very
hard for the people. Fundraising for the
Melanesian citizens is a very important
thing as the money raised will go to
helping the families and assist the
children in their education on the
islands.
I want to take this opportunity to say
thank you to the Melanesian brothers
and the Archbishop on behalf of all the
young people for their service and time
while they have been in Chester. Here
is to many more years of this amazing
partnership!
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Jesus said, ‘I came that they may have
life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10)
The rich tapestry of life with people departing and people
arriving is all part of experiencing ‘life in all its fullness’.
The Very Rev’d Professor Gordon McPhate has been Dean
of Chester for 15 years. We have celebrated his time with us
here and all his work with and for the cathedral in his final
cathedral service on 1st October. With many
others, I will greatly and particularly miss the
depth of his quiet spirituality (with its
Benedictine resonances) and the breadth of
his inspiring sermons: both have been an
immense contribution to what continues to
make the cathedral a place of prayer and
open-minded and generous welcome. As
announced in the service, the Dean chose two
chasubles and the ‘The City of God’ by
Augustine in Latin for his leaving present. I am
delighted that so many have also contributed
towards establishing the ‘Gordon McPhate
Essay Prize in Science and Theology’. Together
with a representative of the cathedral, the
University of Chester (where Gordon will
continue as a Visiting Professor) and the
Society of Ordained Scientists (of which he is
a long-standing member) will each provide a
judge for the annual prize which will continue as long as
the funding lasts. Currently, £4000 has been raised for the
prize. We all hope that the Dean has a long and fulfilling
retirement.
At the beginning of September, Canon Barry Wilson began
his work as Vice Dean. He brings much positive energy and
a great desire for the kinds of collaborative work which will
enhance both the cathedral building and encourage raising
the profile of the cathedral in the city. He has already
helped to take forward the work that began a while ago
when we considered introducing new chairs and a new dais
into the nave. I am delighted that I have the opportunity to
work with Barry to make this sacred space a place of hope.
Looking ahead, I am both excited and feel very privileged
to have been appointed as Acting Dean by the Bishop to
support the cathedral until we have installed the next
Dean. The role of Acting Dean involves representing
Chester Cathedral at Bishop’s staff meetings and at
occasional meetings of Rural Deans as well as having
general oversight of what takes place in the cathedral.

Space of Hope
I am hoping that the cathedral builds upon past activity to
strengthen its positon as a ‘Space of Hope’.
That title derives from a significant event held in July 2017
		
that brought together with our local 		
		
churches a very wide range of people 		
		
from public institutions and voluntary 		
		
organizations, all to encourage a 		
		
network of hope for our wider community.
		
As part of that project I have made
		
contact with and attended some of the
		
meetings of the Diocesan Committee for
		
Social Responsibility so that we can work
		
with the Diocese to focus on outreach and
		
bringing hope to others. I have also had 		
		
in the past two months, meetings and
		
conversations in order to develop strong
		
working partnerships with Foxhill Retreat
		
Centre and with Storyhouse. In addition,
		
as the Diocesan link with the Anglican 		
		
Centre in Rome, as well as encouraging
		
Anglican and Roman Catholic dialogue
locally, I have lead a visit with clergy from Chester Diocese
to Rome in the first week of October.
Please do talk to Barry or myself if you have any
suggestions, concerns or positive comments about the
cathedral, its buildings, and its roles in Chester and beyond.
continued inside...
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WORSHIP IN THE
CATHEDRAL
Weekdays:
08.30

Morning Prayer
St Anselm’s Chapel

12.30

Eucharist
Lady Chapel

17.30

Choral Evensong
Quire

Saturdays:
09.30

Morning Prayer and Eucharist
St Werburgh’s Chapel

16.15

Choral Evensong
Quire

Sundays:
08.00
10.00
11.30

Prayer Book Communion Service
Cathedral Eucharist
Sung Mattins

Mission Forum Update

A prayer for those
affected by floods

Compassionate God, source of all comfort,
We pray for the people whose lives have been devastated by rain and flood.
Bring them comfort, we pray.
Protect the vulnerable.
Strengthen the weak.
Keep at bay the spread of disease.
Have mercy on all those working to rescue the stranded and to feed the hungry.
And may our response to their suffering be generous and bring you praise.
If you would like to donate towards Christian Aid’s work helping those who
need it most, please visit their website - christianaid.org.uk
Jo Jones

(or Prayer Book Eucharist
on 1st and 3rd Sundays)
15.30

Choral Evensong

18.30

Evening Service

IN RESIDENCE:
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

All clergy
Canon Jeremy Dussek
The Acting Dean
Barry Wilson /
Revd Denise Williams
Canon Jeremy Dussek
Barry Wilson
Rotated clergy / Mike Kirby

DATE FOR YOUR

DIARY
The Gathering
Sunday 15 October | 6.30pm

Join us for a free, contemporary
Worship service held in the
South Transept.
The Gathering is an opportunity
for Christians to go deeper into
their relationship with God, as
well as offering an opportunity
for those who are searching to
hear the good news in an
informal and vibrant way.
Worship lead by the Josh
Walker Band.

Equisetum hyemale
Horsetail, EQUISITACEAE
The ARK and all of the animals are
going; gone; but exhibit 121 will
remain.
This installation emphasises the
characteristics, resonance and
tension between conceptual truths
(prehistoric animal life) and organic
matter (Paleozoic plant life) and is
forcefully and compellingly
suggestive of personal narratives
(love of botanical diversity).
In truth, this all took place long
before Noah escaped the flood and
they were already extinct, or he took
one look at the animals and decided:
a. The ARK was not big enough
b. It could be asking for trouble
The Generic name Equisetum is
derived from the Latin Equus horse
and seta bristle. The ancestors of
Equisetum flourished in tropical
Britain 350 million years ago
forming giant trees (and coal
deposits) until the mass extinction
event.

pteridological paradise, The
Forbidden Fern Border and will not
escape into St. Werburgh’s Chapel.
Due to plant’s exceptional ability
in the biomineralisation of silica,
the dried fronds can be used as fine
sandpaper and for the cleaning of
pots and pans. Native Americans,
Romans and Japanese had culinary
uses for Equisetum (with care) and
it is reported also to have medicinal
properties.

This, ‘living fossil’, the only survivor
of a once vast and plentiful race of
plants, is incarcerated in that

Philip B. Hunt
Custos hortorum

A Note from the Acting Dean

An incident took place during an act of worship in February 2017 which became
the subject of a process of complaint. This process has now been completed and
an apology given and received. The Cathedral Chapter have been informed and
the matter is now closed. Please continue to pray for the cathedral that in all
things we give glory to God and be his witnesses in the world.
Canon Jane Brooke

Forthcoming events...

Jesus said, ‘I came
that they may have
life in all its fullness’
(John 10:10) continued...
Hospitality: Welcome, Listening
and Respect

Safety Last! Live
Saturday 28 October - 7.30pm

The comic genius of silent star Harold Lloyd is eternal and with its
torrent of perfectly executed gags and astonishing stunts, Safety Last!
is the perfect introduction to him.
Laugh-out-loud funny and jaw-dropping in equal measure. This evening,
watch the film accompanied by live music from the cathedral organ played by one of Europe’s finest organists, Donald MacKenzie.
Tickets £10
Book online at chestercathedral.com/events or call 01244 500959

Chester
Philharmonic
Concert
Saturday 18 November
7.30pm
Conductor: Stephen Threlfall
The first concert of Chester Philharmonic’s
new season completes last season’s theme.
It is the fifth in the ‘High Five’ concert series
with a performance of Mahler’s Fifth
Symphony. This work’s fourth movement,
the well known ‘Adagietto’, featured in
Visconti’s film “Death in Venice” is arguably
Mahler’s best known music. You will also
hear music by Schreker and Ponce.
Tickets from £5 - £16
Call 01244 500959 or click to
chestercathedral.com/events

New
events

Chester
Music Society
presents

‘A Gala Night at
the Opera’
Saturday 25 November
7.30pm
Linda Richardson soprano Nicholas Hardy
tenor Daniel Shelvey baritone Chester
Music Society Choir Liverpool Sinfonia
Graham Jordan Ellis conductor Join us for
a wonderful evening of arias, duets and
choruses from Mozart’s Magic Flute, Verdi’s
Aida and Nabucco, Bizet’s Carmen and
many more. Following its great success in
2013, the gala opera evening promises to be
full of beautiful melodies and memorable
music.
Tickets from £7 - £20
Call 01244 500959 or click to
chestercathedral.com/events

To discover all of our special events, concerts
and exhibitions, click to chestercathedral.com
on a regular basis.

Christ brings life in all its fullness
in a number of ways to us all here.
The liturgy and music inspire us all
to take our gifts and return them to
God so that having received
abundantly, we give back
abundantly. Our well-being as a
community depends not least upon
our army of volunteers, upon our
paid staff, and upon those who daily
pray for the Cathedral community
and its outreach. We work together
prayerfully remembering always that
Christ is the very centre of all we do.
We are taking the Benedictine
tradition of ‘Hospitality’ as central to
our activity both in the cathedral
office and also everywhere else
in the Cathedral. When Cathedral
employees are appraised, their
self-evaluation invites consideration
of three aspects of Hospitality:
Welcome, Listening and Respect. To
be a place of hope, we need clearly
to see in everything we do, those
values of welcome, listening and
respect.
As the body of Christ, we pray for
mutual support so that Chester
Cathedral is a place of Benedictine
hospitality which draws others to
God and where everyone can begin
to experience ‘life in all its fullness’.
Canon Jane Brooke

A very special item arrived in the
Cathedral Gift Shop this week.
Our very own edition of ‘Monopoly’
has taken pride of place on the shop
shelves! Different to other
special editions, the cathedral’s special
edition will boast six unique game
tokens including a monk, mouse and a
goose.
Click to our Facebook Page for images
of the game and unique tokens.

