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Ripples
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Barry Wilson

When I was a small child, my father told me a  
secret. We were walking by the side of a local pool 
when he picked up a pebble, threw it high into the air 
and then watched as it fell into the middle of a large 
expanse of water. Watch, he said, and to my  
amazement I saw ripples begin to form and then 
move to the edge of the pool. When the ripples had  
disappeared, my father turned  
to me and said - Barry, that  
stone is like your life. For good  
or bad, the things you say and  
the things you do are going to  
create ripples that will affect  
people and situations that you  
will never be aware of.
 
At the time, of course, I could  
barely grasp what he was saying.  
But over the years, I have come  
to see the profound wisdom of  
those words. Look, for example,  
at the story of the Christingle.  
How could John De Watteville 
have ever guessed that his simple 
Christmas illustration would one  
day be embraced by Christians  
of all over the world.

For those of you who do not know the story, John De 
Watteville was the minister of a Moravian  
congregation in Marienborn, Germany. On 20  
December 1747 he was leading a children’s service, and 
to emphasise his point that Jesus had kindled a flame 
of faith in each of their lives, he gave each child a 
lighted wax candle tied round with a red ribbon.

No one knows for certain how that first Christingle 
developed into its present format. We know that 
other Moravian churches soon heard about the  
illustration and over the years it became a regular 
feature of their Christmas services. When their  
members emigrated to new areas of the world, they 
took John De Watteville’s idea with them and slowly 
adapted it for their own use.

We do not even know when it was first called a 
Christingle, or why it received that name. Some think 
that it came from the old Saxon word “ingle” or fire, 

so a Christingle was a “Christ-fire or Christ-light”. 
Others think that it comes from the German “engel” 
or angel, in which case a Christingle is a “Christ-angel”. 
But most think it comes from the German “kindle” or  
child, in which case a Christingle represents the  
“Christ-child”.

         In the end, the history and the  
        name do not really matter.  
        What matters is that every  
        Christmas we are reminded of  
        the simple truths of the Gospel  
        story: That Jesus was God’s gift,  
        and through his life, teaching  
        and death, we can find a new  
        way of being.

         270 years ago John De  
        Watteville threw a pebble into  
        the pool of life and its ripples  
        are still evident for all to see.  
        This Christmas I wanted to remind  
        you that we all throw pebbles too.  
        Some intentionally, some  
        inadvertently, but the  
        repercussions are just the same.

        The truth is, we are all instruments 
of good and bad and our challenge each Christmas is 
to commit ourselves to giving the best presents - the 
best ripples - that we can. And for those of us who 
are not sure how to do this, the Christingle candle  
reminds us that Jesus was and is the light of the 
world, and his teaching, his example, can help us to 
grow, develop and shine as we face the challenges 
and opportunities of the coming new year.



WORSHIP IN THE  
CATHEDRAL

IN RESIDENCE:

DATE FOR YOUR

Weekdays:
08.30 Morning Prayer  
 St Anselm’s Chapel

12.30 Eucharist 
 Lady Chapel

17.30 Choral Evensong 
 Quire

Saturdays:
09.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist  
 St Werburgh’s Chapel

16.15 Choral Evensong  
 Quire

Sundays:
08.00 Prayer Book Communion Service 
10.00 Cathedral Eucharist 
11.30 Sung Mattins

 (or Prayer Book Eucharist

 on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30 Choral Evensong

18.30 Evening Service

Sunday:  All clergy
Monday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Tuesday:  The Acting Dean
Wednesday:  Barry Wilson /  
 Revd Denise Williams
Thursday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Friday:  Barry Wilson
Saturday:  Rotated clergy / Mike Kirby

Joyeux Noël!
Saturday 9 & Saturday 16  
December | 7.30pm

DIARY

The Chester Cathedral Choir, 
directed by Philip Rushforth 
sing a selection of traditional 
carols for all to enjoy. 
 
There will also be seasonal 
readings and a chance for all to 
join in and sing some festive 
songs and carols. 
 
Tickets £10 - £20 
 
Call 01244 500959 or click to: 
chestercathedral.com

The Chester Christian Aid Committee would like to thank the cathedral for taking 
part in ‘The Bible in a Day’ in the Refectory Café on the 9 November.  

The cathedral staff were magnificent, the two readers, Jenny and Rachel, were just 
brilliant, and the sum of £225.20 raised in a special collection far exceeded the 
£100 asked for. Pupils from sixteen schools and eighteen church congregations 
read right through Trevor Dennis’ ‘The Book of Books’, from his retelling of the 
creation stories in Genesis to passages from Revelation. It took twelve and three 
quarter hours. Each of the schools and churches had promised to raise at least 
£100 for Christian Aid. So far, with eleven schools and two churches still to  
submit their donations, we have raised £3,626, so the final total should easily 
reach £5,000. Thank you all very much indeed. 

The Bible In A Day

Trevor Dennis

UPDATE FROM THE ACTING DEAN
• This year, there are 50 Christmas trees in the cloisters so we have placed some in  

the Chapter House. We are supporting the Ultrasound Breast Cancer Scanner  
Appeal at the Countess of Chester Hospital.

• In January, the ladies toilets are going to be refurbished to allow wheelchair access 
and baby changing facilities and make improvements. There will still be toilets  
available for use by the shop.

• The Refectory will be refurbished during January. We hope to still have hot drinks 
available in the cathedral.

• A reminder that the advertisement for a new Dean will be available shortly and that 
the interviews are on 6 March 2018.

Did You Know..?

Jane Brooke

Our link with St Andrews Cathedral in 
Nkhotakota, Malawi has helped them bring 
forward the building work at their  
diocesan office. We were able to send 
them £1,436 from donations raised at 
events organised by the Mission Group  
Committee, notably Jane Jones who, as 
ever has been brilliant in her fundraising 
activities. This amount was part of a much 
larger donation that was spread between 
several good causes and a big thank you to 
all who contributed. 

The Dean of St Andrews, The Very Revd 
Baird Mponda said that this donation 
has brought a significant change to the 
project and it has enabled them to buy 
much need supplies and continue with the 
building works.
 
In our latest correspondence to Dean 
Baird, we have asked if any of their  
congregation would like to get in touch 
with members here, either by email, 
Whatsapp or by writing letters, enabling us 
all to get to know one another and grow in 
building relationships. If any of you would 
consider this please contact either Chris 
or Jo Jones. 

Mission Forum
Update Malawi Update

At this Christmastime, I pray you are surrounded by God’s peace and that you are all able 
to celebrate Christ’s birth as you join us in our services.



 

ARK: Event of the Year!

ARK – the modern and contemporary sculpture exhibition, which took 
place at the cathedral earlier this year scooped the ‘Tourism Experience 
or Event of the Year’ award at the 13th Marketing Cheshire Annual  
Tourism Awards at the end of November. 
 
The awards celebrate excellence and outstanding achievement by local 
businesses and individuals representing the great variety of businesses 
that contribute to Cheshire’s visitor economy, which was worth £3.3  
billion and employed over 42,000 people in 2016.
 
ARK fought off fierce competition from the Just So Festival, Blue Dot at 
Jodrell Bank, Chester Zoo and Big Heritage, and the win is testament to 
the groundbreaking nature of the exhibition, its ability to attract a new 
audience to the cathedral and its contribution to changing the culture  
landscape of the city. 
 
Congratulations to every single person who helped bring ARK  
to fruition!

Grosvenor Museum Loan

Update from the 
Vice Dean

Barry Wilson

We have recently loaned  
the 300 year-old Baroque  
oval sculpture of the  
Ascension of Christ to the  
city’s Grosvenor Museum. 
 
The sculpture, in carved  
and partly gilded limewood, 
was made in South Germany 
in about 1700, possibly in or 
near the cities of Salzburg  
or Passau.  It was presented  
to the cathedral in 1928 and from 1966-96 was displayed on the back 
of the nave choir stalls before spending the next 21 years in storage. 
 
Cllr Louise Gittins (pictured), cabinet member for communities and 
well-being at Cheshire West and Chester Council, said: “This  
sculpture is a fascinating part of the history of collecting and  
displaying art in Chester.  It is a characteristic work of the Baroque 
era, one of the great styles of European art, but the museum has few 
examples of the Baroque or of art from continental Europe. 
 
The sculpture significantly enriches the visitor experience offered by 
the art gallery at the Grosvenor Museum, and we are very grateful to 
Chester Cathedral for so generously lending it.” 
 
 

In early October I asked members of our 
congregations to provide feedback about 
what they particularly liked about the 
cathedral and what they would change, if 
they could, to make things better. I am  
delighted to say that many people  
responded and in January I will give you 
an overview of the key issues and positive 
ideas that were suggested.

As I reported in our weekly notice sheet, 
on Monday 27 November the Friends of 
Chester Cathedral agreed to fund the 
purchase of 220 replacement chairs for the 
central aisles of the nave. The request had 
been made because a significant number 
of the current chairs are starting to warp 
because of the underfloor heating. This 
makes them difficult to join or separate. 
The fabric on many of the chairs has also 
worn through. Approximately one hundred 
chairs have already been lost and about 
seventy of the current chairs are  
showing notable wear.

The replacement chair is known as the 
Howe 40/4 . It is currently used in many 
other cathedrals including: St Paul’s (since 
1973), Canterbury, Salisbury, Oxford,  
St David’s, Worcester, Ely, Manchester, 
Wakefield, Rochester, Leicester, Southwark 
and Gloucester.  
 
It is also used in contexts such as the  
Louvre, the Reichstag, the British museum, 
the Whitehouse and the Scottish  
Parliament. The chairs will arrive in late  
January and the existing chairs will be 
made available to those who originally 
donated them, or their families. The  
remaining chairs will be offered to other 
churches. The names and details of all of 
the original donors will be recorded in a 
new donations book that will be on  
permanent display once the process has 
been completed.  Naturally, if you wish to 
retain a plaque from a chair, you are  
welcome to do so (and the existing chairs 
will be stored for a number of months, to 
allow you to get in touch). Some of the 
kneelers will be retained for use in the 
cathedral, but others will be offered to the 
people who made them, or their families. 
The remaining kneelers will be offered to 
other churches. Please contact me or Jane 
if you would like to retain a chair  
or kneeler.  
 
Further details will be given in our weekly 
notice sheet.
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Newsletter published 

Sunday 7 January

The Nave Choir pose with Christmas trees after singing the 150th anniversary Compline in the cathedral.  Reports of the first 
service sung by the choir on Advent Sunday, 1867 said that “the choir, which numbered 150 (had) a literally overflowing  
congregation .... there was a congregation of some 2,000 persons ... while crowds were unable to gain admission”!  The 
choir now consists of approximately 24 singers and a good (and appreciative!) congregation filled the Quire for this  
milestone service!

Thanks to those who registered to 
receive this newsletter electronically. 
If you would like to do the same - and 
help reduce the amount of paper and 
ink that we use to produce it, simply  
email me at 
kevin.baxter@chestercathedral.com 
 
Rest assured, you won’t receive any 
other content, unless you ask to do so.

Paul Stockbridge

A lovely photo by Gareth Rainsforth of the presentation 
of a grant for £20,000 by the Friends of Cathedral Music 
(FCM) at Evensong on Sunday 12 November.   
 
The grant was awarded for the music foundation and is 
to be invested in order to support the bursaries of two 
choristers "in perpetuity".  As well as the presentation, the 
service included the admission of two probationers as full 
choristers which was a lovely and most timely part of the 
service! It was superb to see a good congregation which  
included many FCM members, some of whom had  
travelled a fair distance to be with us!   
 
Pictured (from right to left) are: Philip Rushforth, Director 
of Music, Peter Smith, FCM grants secretary, Jeremy Dussek, 
Canon Precentor and Paul Stockbridge, FCM Diocesan 
Representative. 

The cathedral is very grateful to the FCM for such a  
generous grant!

Friends of Cathedral Music  
Presentation

Paul Stockbridge

Congratulations!!
Cathedral Chorister, Limonée Fearn, was a contestant for 11-14 
year-olds in the Cranmer Awards, Chester Diocese Regional 
heat in November.  
 
She was delighted when awarded second place position.  
Limonée read the Magnificat, Nunc Dimittis, The Apostle’s 
Creed and The Lord’s Prayer. Congratulations to Limonée.


