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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14
A small group of interested people from the
Council and the Chapter are meeting with Helen
Barber, the Education Officer, to reflect upon how
Chester Cathedral mighty be more child friendly.
The Benedictine value of hospitality which includes
welcome, listening and respect is for children as
much as it is for adults. There is already a children’s
chapel with small tables,
chairs and prayer leaves
for children to write on.
Interestingly, some other
cathedrals are trying to
create their own
children’s chapel too.
The group considered
how to make the
experience of visiting
Chester Cathedral more
appropriate for children.
There are some ‘explorer
bags’, donated by a trust,
available at the
Welcome desk, which
contain items such as a
tape measure and
magnifying glasses so
that children can
explore the cathedral. There is also an attractive
trail being designed for children to complete, which
was generously funded by the Friends. The
refectory has lovely new high chairs and it is hoped
that an activity using an outline of the millennium
window will be available for children to do as they
wait for a drink or food.
A design of a monk’s desk has been given to the
prison service who will undertake to create desks out
of wood for children to sit at in the cloisters. The
children will also be able to dress up in the monk’s
costumes.

The group are considering a design of a moveable
mirror on wheels for children to look into so they
can see the roof of the cathedral: adults might like
to use it too. There is also a plan to paint a wooden
figure onto a large piece of wood with a hole for a
child to put their face and have a photograph
taken. The group has further ideas which require
more planning and funding. The aim is to offer a 		
			
cathedral where children
			
are at home and engaged.
			
If you have any ideas or
			
sources of funding please
			
let me know.
			
The group can plan such
			
physical changes to help
			
children enjoy their visit
			
to the cathedral but
			
nothing can replace a
			
cheerful welcome by an
			
adult to a child at the
			
cathedral entrance, or as
			
they enter a service or as
			
they have a drink in the
			
refectory after a service. 		
			
We might be embarrassed
			
to talk to a child or we
			
might not know what to
say to them, but the effort shows we care and that
we recognise that each child is valued individually
by God. It is, after all, the children who hold the
key: ‘to such as these that the kingdom of heaven
belongs’.
Jane Brooke
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WORSHIP IN THE
CATHEDRAL
Weekdays:

Did You Know..?

UPDATE FROM THE ACTING DEAN
•

08.30

Morning Prayer
St Anselm’s Chapel

•

12.30

Eucharist
Lady Chapel

•

17.30

Choral Evensong
Quire

The name of the new Dean will be announced after Easter. He will be installed on
Saturday 8 September at 2.30pm.
The staff have completed a questionnaire anonymously about our values. We hope
that the feedback will help us improve many aspects of cathedral life.
A new CCTV system has been installed externally to the cathedral with thanks to
government , Cheshire West and Chester Council, and some private donations. This
will help to protect a wider area of the cathedral estate.

Jane Brooke

Saturdays:
09.30

Morning Prayer and Eucharist
St Werburgh’s Chapel

16.15

Choral Evensong
Quire

Sundays:
08.00
10.00
11.30

Eating honey to fight hay fever:
Myth or Reality?

Prayer Book Communion Service
Cathedral Eucharist
Sung Mattins
(or Prayer Book Eucharist
on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30

Choral Evensong

18.30

Evening Service

IN RESIDENCE:
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

All clergy
Canon Jeremy Dussek
The Acting Dean
Barry Wilson /
Revd Denise Williams
Canon Jeremy Dussek
Barry Wilson
Rotated clergy

A Day on
Benedictine
Spirituality
Saturday 14 April
Join the Lay Community of Saint
Benedict for a day on Benedictine
Spirituality:
10am
10.30

Registration and coffee
St Benedict and
St Benedict’s Rule
12.15pm Midday Office
12.30
Lunch break
1.15
Pillars of Benedictine
Spirituality
2.30
Tea
2.45
Pillars of Benedictine
Spirituality
3.30
Finish
For more details and to book,
click to:
chestercathedral.com/event/
bendictine-spirituality/

So is it a myth, then?
The medical profession generally considers it to be a myth or old
wives tale for the lack of evidence. However, for me personally,
scientific evidence is not the only evidence. What about thousands
of people who go to honey shops year after year for the same reason?
For the reason explained above, it has become popular to buy only
local honey so people swarm in the shops to get their stock well
before the season starts.
Most of these people do not know about science, research, or
evidence etc. All they know is they are allergic to pollen and honey
works for them. The testimony of thousands of people is far greater
evidence than the mere 36 people involved in a not too
popular study.
People are different from one another. There are different types of hay
fever, different types of plants, flowers, grasses and trees. Each plant,
flower or tree releases their pollen at different times of year. Some
people may be allergic to pollens in spring; some in mid-summer while
others in late summer etc.
Just like any medication which works for some people and does not
work for others, eating honey for hay fever may work for some and not
for others. Also, there is no harm in taking honey unless you are
specifically advised by your medical professional.
Give it a go and see the results. If it does not relieve your hay fever, it
will benefit you in many other ways.
You cannot get more local honey than our very own Chester
Cathedral Honey available only from Chester Cathedral Gift Shop.
Laure Reed

Can you spare
some time?
		
The Chester Cathedral in LEGO project
		
urgently needs help from new
volunteers. Can you help, or do you know someone
who is up to the challenge of fundraising for our
Education Trust?
Please get in touch with Helen Barber, Education
Officer at the cathedral helen.barber@chestercathedral.com
Also, if you use Facebook, do Follow us at

facebook.com/ChesterCathedralinLego

“Thank You”
A BIG “Thank you” to everyone who supported the
Christian Aid Lent Lunches and Big Coffee Morning
this year.
The total raised between the two events has totalled
more than £3,000 which is fantastic!! Do come along
to the talk on Thursday 5 April to hear Christian Aid
speaker John Griffith as he talks about the ‘Uprooted’
exhibition and updates us on projects going on around
the world which have been helped by fundraising such
as ours.
Jo Jones

Cast Announced for Chester Mystery Plays
					
					
					

A Christian youth worker from Blacon, a university drama student and a retired
teacher from Broughton are just three of almost 400 people who will present
the world-famous Chester Mystery Plays at the cathedral this summer.

					
					
					
					

Nick Sherratt, 29, who works for Chester Schools Christian Work, will play Jesus,
a role he took in the 2016 and 2017 City Passion. He said: “Being involved with
the Chester Mystery Plays is an incredible opportunity to work with so many
amazing people and be part of something so significant for Chester.”

					
					
					
					

The Chester Mystery Plays, which tell Bible stories including the Creation, Cain
and Abel, Noah’s Ark, The Nativity and The Crucifixion, were first written in
the 14th century by monks at the Abbey of St Werburgh and performed by the
guildsmen of the city on wagons around the streets.

A new script for the 2018 production has been written by award-winning playwright Deborah McAndrew presenting the
whole story in five acts, performed over one night.
This is not the first time Nick has appeared in the plays. As a 15-year-old, he appeared as an angel, one of Noah’s sons
and a thief on the cross in the Crucifixion.
“As a person of faith it is interesting to play Jesus this time around, not just as a repre-sentation of the son of God, but
also as 14th century guild members in Chester would have interpreted him.” added Nick.
Aisling Ryan, a 22-year old drama student from Limerick in Ireland, is in Chester for a year as part of the European
Erasmus study programme. She jumped at the opportunity of auditioning for the production which is performed in the
city once every five years.
Cast as the Holy Ghost, Aisling said: “I feel so grateful to be a part of something so much bigger then myself. The commitment and the talent involved is breathtaking. The whole experience feels like a blessing!”
Will Wood, a Chester Mystery Plays ‘veteran’ taught drama at St David’s High School in Saltney. In the 2003 cycle he
played Lucifer, in 2008 he portrayed both Joseph and Cai-aphas and will take on the role as God in the 2018 production.
He said: “It doesn’t matter how many times I do the plays, each time is so different. It is just wonderful this time to
be surrounded by angels and the beautiful music that they sing. The first time I heard Matt Baker’s new composition
for the Nine Orders of Angels this time round, I was so affected that the director Peter had to stop the rehearsal. He
encourages contributions from cast members and his direction is always incisive and supportive.”
Director Peter Leslie Wild said: “I am delighted to back in Chester and working on ‘The Mysteries’ once again. It is so
exciting to be part of this project which includes so many people of all ages and backgrounds, knowing that in a few
months time they will be thrilling audiences in Chester Cathedral. So far the rehearsals have been great fun and the
atmosphere is very positive.”
Tickets for the Chester Mystery Plays are on sale now, and can be purchased from the Welcome Desk.
Alternatively, call 01244 500959 or click to: chestercathedral.com/event/mysteryplays

Mission Group Dates
Advance notice of fundraising events planned this year for
Mission work:
Tuesday 22 May		
Tuesday 12 June		
Saturday 21 July		
Friday 27 &
Saturday 28 July		
Saturday 18 August
			
Friday 26 October
Friday 23 November

Art event with lunch
5 Talents evening for the Congo
Jazz Evening in the Garth
Annual cathedral booksale
Summer Fair in the cathedral
gardens
Musical Evening in the Nave
Barn Dance in the Refectory

A five event series at Chester Cathedral,
encompassing many different aspects of Science and
Faith. The series is named after world famous and
Nobel-prize winning theoretical physicist Prof Max
Planck; an originator of Quantum Theory and a man
of both science and faith.
2018 marks the 160th anniversary of his birth and the
100th anniversary of his Nobel Prize for Physics.

Full details of each event will be given nearer the time.
Jane Jones

Uprooted
Tuesday 27 March to Sunday 8 April
in the Cathedral Cloisters
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

The Max Planck Lecture Series
on Science and Faith

A moving photo exhibition
that invites you to discover
the stories of people
displaced in Nigeria, Kenya
and Iraq. Discover more
about the global crisis of
displacement and how we
can respond.

			
Also, join us on
Thursday 5 April at 7pm - in the Cathedral Refectory to hear more about Christian Aid’s work with speaker
John Griffith.

Are you a Friend
of Chester Cathedral?

Tuesday 1 May
How does God answer Prayer in a Scientific World?
Event sponsored by Chester Theological Society
The Rev’d. Professor David Wilkinson - Professor and
Principal of St John’s College, Durham University
Tuesday 8 May
Understanding a Complementarity of Science and
Faith in Multiple Contexts
The Rev’d. Dr Mike Kirby - Lecturer (Radiotherapy
Physics), Liverpool University; Chaplain,
Liverpool Cathedral
Tuesday 15 May
Can Christians be green? Approaches to
Ecological Theology
Event sponsored by the Montgomery Trust
Professor Chris Southgate - Associate Professor,
Exeter University
Tuesday 22 May
Body and Soul in the Light of Near
Death Experiences
The Very Rev’d Professor Gordon McPhate - Visiting
Professor of Theology and Medicine,
Chester University; Former Dean of Chester
Tuesday 29 May
Question Time - Real Science, Real Faith
Chair - Mike Kirby; Panel Members

The Friends of the Cathedral support many aspects of
cathedral life, including music and worship, the provision of
flowers, future developments and more; the only
qualification to join is a love of the cathedral and everyone
is warmly invited to become a Friend. Visits to interesting
places are organised regularly.

Free Entry.
All welcome, 7.30pm - 9pm in the
Cathedral Refectory.

Application forms are available at the Welcome Desk.
For more information contact the Honorary Secretary on
07543 879337 or email friendsofchestercathedral@gmail.com
Help us to reduce the amount of
paper and ink we use to produce this
newsletter by receiving it by email.

May Newsletter
Articles submitted by
Friday 23 April

To do this, simply email me at
kevin.baxter@chestercathedral.com

Newsletter published
Sunday 6 May

Chester Cathedral
9 Abbey Square
Chester
CH1 2HU
01244 324756

Rest assured, you won’t receive any
other content, unless you ask to do so.
WE’RE SOCIAL

Facebook:facebook.com/chestercathedral

Twitter: @ChesterCath

Instagram: chester_cathedral
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