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May is Mary’s Month
The origins of May as Mary’s month go back as far as
the 13th century where special devotions were given
to our Lady, symbolised as Queen of Heaven singing
the Salve Regina as the motet replacing the
Angelus at the end of Compline. Folklore developed
this into the celebration of ‘May Queens’ leading to
the creation of the first Bank Holiday at the beginning
of the month complimented by that for Whitsun or
Pentecost at the end of the month.
As the Cathedral’s patron saint, some have often only
associated her with the High Church or Anglo
Catholic Tradition, yet Mary is God’s evangelist
especially for the poor. Celebrating both Anglo
catholic and evangelical traditions, it’s important to
value a person for who they are and how they can
continue to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each
generation (Ordinal) and Mary’s voice of liberation
and hope still does that. Each day we celebrate her
voice in the Magnificat with some very wonderful
settings such by our choirs and also in great hymns
such as Tim Dudley-Smith’s Tell out my soul; it’s sung
because those words from Luke’s Gospel still need to
be heard by those who worship but those who need
to hear it. We welcome thousands of visitors each
year and many are people who come to hear Mary’s
voice for them - the poor, the humble, the meek, the
lowly and their response is often by lighting candles
as St Werburgh Chapel is frequently overflowing with
devotions to our Lady, Jesus and to God.
Mary is proclaimed by many Anglo Catholics as the
second Eve as Christ is the second Adam. I slightly
disagree as Mary’s song of Easter hope and liberation
continues that sung by Hannah in the First book of
Samuel. Whichever view you take, Mary is the
inspiration for men and women for unsung voices
to be unveiled and heard. In commemorating the
centenary of the women suffragettes, I am working
to continue to unveil the voices and messages of
women and men who have not been sung before in
the Cathedral. The current version of the New English
Hymnal used in the Cathedral is over thirty years old
and many hymns are no longer sung or reflect the
richness of the language and voices heard in society
today. If you worship at 10am on Sundays or Special
Services you may have noticed that there are almost
always hymns composed by excellent women and
men who are writing to express the stories of our

faith and experience – Robert Willis (Canterbury
Canterbury) Rosalind Brown (formerly of Durham
Cathedral), Bernie Farrell (Lambeth Award), Stuart
Townend (who joined us here last year) Ally Barrett
(Cambridge University), John Bell (Iona Community)
and Michael Forster are just some of the living
composers writing today. Some may be associated
with the LGBTQI communities which have always
been at the creative heart of the musical and artistic
community; few writers represent the BAME (Black,
Asian and Minority Ethnic) communities and as Mary
is a symbol for international liberation, we need to
ask How are my neighbour’s songs to be heard in the
Church that sometimes feels a strange land to them?
Chineke! The British Orchestra was formed in 2015 by
Chi-Chi Nwanoku, the principal Double Bass player of
the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment; it is made
up members of ethnic minorities to encourage and
raise the profile of the sounds of great voices who
would otherwise struggle to be heard. Sheku Kanneh
Mason, the 19 year old ‘cellist (and winner of the 2016
Young Musician of the Year and who will be playing
at the Royal Wedding ) has led the way for four BAME
players to be in this year’s semi-finals. Seeing a role
model, hearing their song and singing it yourself is
one of the reasons why community choirs and Sing
up! projects are allowing more people to sing and
celebrate God’s gift of music for all and celebrating
the communities from which they come from. I pray
that we as a Cathedral can be a place that represents
the communities across the Diocese and allows all
people to sing in the spirit of Mary’s songs of joy and
gladness in many different ways – thus
continuing our Lady’s ancient song which she had the
guts to radically sing to Christ within her and for us
as Mother church telling the stories for the needs of
our congregation, city, diocese and region!
Jeremy Dussek
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The announcement of the new Dean will be made on Wednesday 9 May at 10am.
Everyone is welcome to join us in the cathedral.
We are very grateful to the Very Reverend Michael Sadgrove for leading us through
Holy Week and speaking inspiringly at all the services.
By now you will have seen the new chairs in the cathedral. Please do consider
donating one or part of one if you are able, so that we can fill the nave.
The Cathedral Forum will meet on Monday 18 June at 6.30pm in the Refectory.

Jane Brooke
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Members of the Companions of St Anselm were invited to hear
about the ongoing project to research and record the windows in the
cloisters of the cathedral.
I explained briefly how this project came about, and introduced the
team members working on it.

Friday 8 June | 7.30pm
Now in its fourth year, Battle of
the Organs returns and promises
another monumental evening of
organ music.
Using two digital, state-of-the-art
organs, a chamber organ and the
mighty cathedral organ, four
organisers will play in various
combinations to produce a
memorable evening of music and
entertainment.
Tickets £12
Call 01244 500959 or click to
chestercathedral.com/events

Elizabeth Moncrieff spoke about Dean Frank Bennett and his plans
for the cathedral, and how he followed a suggestion from his son to
use the scheme of a Kalendar for the cloister windows. She outlined
how the funding for the windows was obtained through donations,
and how the scheme was completed between 1920 and 1927.
Dr James Thomson had become very interested in the cloister
windows after visiting me. His project is to allocate two pages to each
light (window), using the photographs taken by Barry Ingram, and
incorporating details and information about the images, the donors
and dedicatees where possible. He spoke very enthusiastically and
engagingly about the details in the windows. The work will not be
completed for another year.
The presentation included examples of a number of original designs
and cartoons of the windows donated from the late Duke of
Westminster’s Estate.
Jane Brooke

Fritillaria imperialis Crown Imperial
LILIACEAE
This is native of the high plateau of Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan to the foothills of
the Himalayas bringing beauty to the ‘badlands’. It is now in cathedral gardens near
to you, a stately, majestic plant beloved of the Victorians and Edwardians.
It is quite difficult to establish but it appears to like the conditions at the cathedral.
It grows from a massive non-tunicate bulb (that is, formed from modified bases
of leaves but without the outer membranous covering or concentric scales of the
onion). The secret in growing is to plant deep and on its side.
It has the foxy, earthy, musky aroma of primeval forest which is said to repel small
animals. Not so the human animal, in particular the male of the species, who find it
intoxicating, mesmerising and evocative.
Phil Hunt
Custos Hortorum

Holy Week

The cathedral greatly enjoyed the Holy
Week talks and sermons from Michael
Sadgrove, Dean Emeritus of Durham
Cathedral.
For those of you who missed them or for
those of you who would like to look at
them again closely, they are on this link:

northernambo.blogspot.com

Wine Tasting

FRIDAY 18 MAY
A fundraising event held by the Choir Support Group. Enjoy a wine tasting
evening held in the Cloister Room and lead by Sam from Chester Beer &
Wine. The theme will be Old World and New World wines, both red and
white. A light cheese buffet is included in the price. This was a very popular
event last year so please do join us and bring your friends. This is an adult
only event.
Tickets £15
To obtain your tickets please email katycoxhead@yahoo.co.uk

Choral Evensong
‘Sing unto the Lord and praise His name’
It has been widely reported, in many recent articles of the press, that choral evensong is enjoying a resurgence of
popularity. Attendance figures at the nation’s forty-two cathedrals, and collegiate Oxbridge chapels, are up by a third
in a decade.
When Coventry Cathedral re-opened its doors in 1962, Canon Precentor Poole said that “worship without music doesn’t
really soar”. Music at choral evensong, heard almost daily, is a source of inspiration. It is enduring, sublime, and dignified
and is offered to the glory of God in magnificent surroundings. Simon Jenkins, in his book England’s Cathedrals, said
“England’s cathedrals are the nation’s glory”. Our English choral tradition is, without a doubt, the Church of England’s gem.
As an act of worship, evensong has barely changed since the publication of the Book of Common Prayer in 1662. BBC
Radio 3 has broadcast evensong since 1926 and has a dedicated and loyal following. In this digital age of instant
gratification, the value of closing the day reflectively cannot be overestimated. Giles Fraser (former Canon Chancellor of
St Paul’s Cathedral) said that choral evensong can become “an emotional anchor, a way of patterning our lives with time
and quietness. Our internal clocks are readjusted to tick along to a rhythm that is at once slower and yet more expansive
than the one that regulates our souls throughout the rest of the day. It becomes a sort of cradling”. Even Richard Dawkins
admits to having a “certain love” for evensong. Evensong is focussed on listening. Worship is offered on behalf of those
present and people are free to engage in their own way.
Chester Cathedral’s musical tradition is venerable and is testament to all those generations of choristers and lay clerks
who have sung almost daily in the cathedral’s beautiful Quire. For a generation who struggle to sit in silence without
taking out their phones, the dedication and conduct of our choristers, who rehearse daily without distraction, is proof
that music has so many benefits to a child’s education and nurture.
The distinguished musician Sir George Dyson wrote this in the 1950s. He said, “If a man would live again in the musical
history of 1000 years, let him sit in the choir of a cathedral and listen. There he will hear the monotone and inflections
of primitive chanting, the fundamental diatonic harmonies, the gradual elaboration and ultimate maturity of vocal
polyphony, the contemplative motet or canticle or descriptive anthem, the whole being varied, contrasted or supported
by the wealth and range of the organ and diffused by the echoing spaces of nave and transepts. There are today many
more lively introductions to music. But is there anything more genuinely fundamental, more balanced in mood, more
perfect in style, more sensitive and disciplined in emotion, more steadfast in musical faith? I doubt it”.
Choral Evensong at Chester Cathedral: weekdays at 5.30pm, Saturday, 4.15pm and Sunday, 3.30pm.
Philip Rushforth

Mission Group Malawi
Update
Update
Last month we received a joyous email from Emmanuel
Pemba who is the chairman of the All Saints Development
Committee expressing their gratitude for the money raised
by the Mission Group here at the cathedral. The funds have
enabled them to purchase much of the finishing items for
their build such as, toilets, plumbing, paint, doors and hand
basins which bring them near to completion. The
Development Committee along with the congregation
pass on their thanks for the support we have been able to
offer them.
Jo and I will be visiting Malawi at the end of June/beginning
of July to see the community at Nkhotakota. We are very
much looking forward to meeting up with Dean Baird who
many of you may remember from his visit here a few years
ago. From the many emails and WhatsApp conversations
we have had along with pictures over the past years, I still
cannot believe we will actually meet with the congregation
and community. While we are in Malawi we will also take
time to head North and visit the work being carried out by
Medic Malawi and meet up with one of their directors who
many of you will know, Dean Peter Howell-Jones. We will
take as many photo’s as possible to show on our return the
work that has been carried out and we are very much
looking forward to what will be a life changing experience.

#StandTogether
with us this
Christian Aid Week
Hopefully many of you will have had the chance to visit
the Christian Aid Uprooted exhibition that we held here
over the Easter period. Speaker John Griffith came and
gave us a chat to explain the many ways that Christian
Aid works with overseas partners to fight poverty and
injustice, and to help those in the world who are
internally displaced.
This year #StandTogether
for dignity, for equality, for justice.
Everyone is equal in the sight of God. Yet we live in a
world where poverty still persists. Poverty is an outrage
against humanity. It robs people of their dignity and lets
injustice thrive. But together we have the power to
transform lives.
Please visit christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week to
learn more about Christian Aid’s aims, donate, or sign the
petition asking our prime minister to stand up for millions
of internally displaced people world wide.
There will be the annual CA bucket collections in
Abbey Square throughout Christian Aid week and there
will be a retiring collection after the 10am service on
Sunday 13 May.
Thank you for all of your support.
Jo Jones

Can you spare
some time?
		
The Chester Cathedral in LEGO
		
project urgently needs help from new
volunteers. Can you help, or do you know someone
who is up to the challenge of fundraising for our
Education Trust?

The images show the new Cathedral Offices and some of
the finishing works along with the Washing of Feet during
the Easter Services at St Andrews Cathedral.
Chris Jones

Please get in touch with Helen Barber, Education
Officer at the cathedral helen.barber@chestercathedral.com
Also, if you use Facebook, do Follow us at

facebook.com/ChesterCathedralinLego

Help us to reduce the amount of
paper and ink we use to produce this
newsletter by receiving it by email.

May Newsletter
Articles submitted by
Friday 25 May

To do this, simply email me at
kevin.baxter@chestercathedral.com

Newsletter published
Sunday 3 June

Chester Cathedral
9 Abbey Square
Chester
CH1 2HU
01244 324756

Rest assured, you won’t receive any
other content, unless you ask to do so.
WE’RE SOCIAL

Facebook:facebook.com/chestercathedral

Twitter: @ChesterCath

Instagram: chester_cathedral

chestercathedral.com

