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Annual Report for 2017
Dean John Saul Howson – a force for change in the Cathedral
Cathedral Library 2018 Exhibition:

T

he 2018 Exhibition in the Chester Cathedral Library is on Dean John Saul Howson who was Dean from 1867 until
1885. The exhibition marks the first year of his Deanship. During his time in office he engaged in a vigorous renovation
of the Cathedral’s fabric and the Cathedral that you see today is largely the result of his work and that of his architects and
craftsmen, notably George Gilbert Scott. But Howson also believed that the renovation of the building should be matched by
a renewal of its worship of God. He actively engaged in such renewal. One of his first acts was the establishment of the Nave
Choir (see pages 4 & 5), a volunteer choir to sing at Sunday afternoon services when a solid sermon would also be preached.
Soon the congregations filled the Nave and the Choir came to have two hundred members.

T

he Exhibition celebrates four features of Dean Howson’s time as Dean.
First it pays attention to his decoration of the Cathedral with mosaics,
the Salviati Last Supper behind the High Altar, those in St Erasmus Chapel
celebrating the ministry of women (a favourite concern of Howson’s),
and those in the North Aisle depicting Abraham, Moses, David and
Elijah (which he did not live to see completed). Second, there is a
celebration of Howson as Cathedral restorer; he raised thousands
of pounds for the work and wrote the guide books to mark its
completion. Third there is his scholarship: Howson was a scholar
of St Paul and wrote several significant works on Paul. He tied
his love for St Paul into the restoration work, launching the
fund-raising campaign on the eve of the Feast of the conversion of St Paul in January 1868 and having a series of sermons
four years later in 1872 to mark the completion of the major
structural work, with the Archbishop of York preaching on
the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul itself. And fourth the
exhibition celebrates Howson as a man committed to the
people of Chester. Part of that commitment was the establishment of the Nave Choir, now the oldest such voluntary choir
in England; its recent singing commitments in many places
are celebrated through a display of photos by Will Hay. Part of
that same commitment resulted in the writing of guide books to
Chester and to the River Dee, and to the publication of lectures
given to the newly-founded Chester Society for Natural Science,
Literature and Art which with the Chester Archaeological Society
led to the founding of Chester’s Grosvenor Museum.

T

he Cathedral Library is often open on Tuesdays, but check in
advance. Visits at other times can be arranged through George Brooke
(email: george.brooke@manchester.ac.uk) who is a library consultant.
The Exhibition catalogue is available free on the Cathedral Website (Learning Tab>Library).
George Brooke

9 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU e: friendsofchestercathedral@gmail.com
t: Hon. Secretary 07526 741195 Hon. Membership Secretary 07593 540074 Hon. Treasurer 07518 925815
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Chester Cathedral Flower Guild:

H

ave you ever wondered who is responsible for the amazing flower arrangements that adorn our Cathedral? Why do
they always look so fresh? Why do they seem to stay so immaculate? Well, hopefully, I`ve discovered some of the
answers. Chester Cathedral Flower Guild are responsible for the flowers. The Guild took on its more formal existence in the
late 1960s. Previously the flowers had been provided on a more ad hoc basis-whatever was in flower at the time-apart from
Easter lilies which had to be bought.The flowers and foliage came as gifts from domestic gardens as well as from the owners
of large local estates.

T

oday, the team of 26 flower arrangers are led by Liz Hardman. Although Liz is a highly qualified flower arranger and
teacher, much of her time now is spent on all the admin and financial work that such a well run enterprise needs.There
are currently 26 flower arrangers, (and a few floaters, when needed). All, including Liz, are volunteers. They are mostly members
of Chester Flower Club and NAFAS, the national flower arrangers` organisation. Many have won awards and medals for their
skills, in fact, they are so well regarded that some of our volunteers were even invited to arrange flowers in Westminster Abbey.

T

he volunteers are divided into 3 teams, each with a leader responsible for organising the arrangements and ensuring that
all the necessary flowers and consumables are ready for the work to begin. If you find yourself in the Cathedral on a
Friday morning, look out for the arrangers, quietly and purposefully moving around, achieving their floral fantasies. The teams
have a rota, 4 weeks on, 8 weeks off. They work from 9.0am - 12.0pm. On their first and third week they have completely new
arrangements, on the other 2 weeks they remove any wilting flowers or foliage that is no longer up to their high standards.

B

y now you may be asking yourself how do they fund all this? It must be expensive to maintain such a display. Well,
Friends, this is where we come in.We make an annual donation that helps with all the expenses. In addition, the Flower
Fund receives donations from individuals who request a bespoke arrangement to commemorate a special date in their lives,
and they give a minimum £30 donation for this. Then there are events such as Weddings, where the bride may wish to choose
flowers that fit her colour scheme, there are celebration Christening flowers and flowers for Funerals. At Easter there is a floral
Cross that you see as you enter the Cloisters, and at Christmas you find a star above the Nativity scene, always a good talking
point, particularly for children as they come into the Cloisters. Recently, the arrangers have taken on an extra role, that of
answering visitors` questions. If they don`t know the answers they always know someone who does!

I

f you feel inspired to join this group, get in touch with Liz or any of the arrangers. You don`t need to be highly trained,
you`ll get on the spot tuition and support-and you know what? They`re a really friendly bunch of people. If you would
like to support flowers in our Cathedral, a donation form is included. Now for those of us who enjoy quizzes.
Hilarie McNae
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The Nave Choir:
The Nave Choir at Chester:
From Cathedral Music:
The Magazine of the Friends of
Cathedral Music 2/17
(November 2017), pp. 38-39.
Reprinted by permission.

C

hester Cathedral Nave Choir,
which is reputedly the longest
continuously-serving cathedral voluntary choir in the country, in November
2017 will be celebrating 150 years since
its founding and initial service on
Advent Sunday in 1867.

W

hen new dean, John Saul
Howson, arrived at Chester
Cathedral in July 1867, he found the
Photo by Will Hay Photography
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building in disrepair. Amongst other
things, the nave was not used at all for
services and was not, as it stood, practical. Services took place in the quire and
were attended only by the elite.

C

hanging this was a priority
for Howson. At the Chapter
meeting immediately following his
installation the order was given for the
nave to be fitted out to hold services
for a greater number of people. This
was considered a positive move, viz
the announcement made in the Chester
Chronicle on 3 August, in which it was
also stated that a new choir would be
necessary for the larger scale of these
services:

“To give full efficiency to them, it will be
necessary that the choir of the Cathedral
should be considerably supplemented by
volunteers. No doubt there are many
young persons in Chester, well affected
towards the church, who will be glad to
give their aid to this good work and join
the voluntary choir.”

T

he next few months saw considerable work done to make the
nave fit for the inaugural service on
Advent Sunday. The area was filled with
seating to accommodate 1,500 people,
a new heating system was installed and
curtains hung over the west doors to
keep out the draught. The cathedral
organist supplied an organ which
appears to have been his personal
property. Along with these improvements, a new choir was recruited. The

Contd:

CHESTER CATHEDRAL
SPECIAL EVENING SERVICES IN THE NAVE
The

kind Assistance of LADIES, GENTLEMEN AND
BOYS is solicited to form a VOLUNTARY CHOIR for these
Services. All who are willing to give their help are requested to
send their names and addresses to the Rev. the PRECENTOR,
Abbey Court, Chester.
Accommodation will be appropriated for 150 singers.

Chester Chronicle published this advertisement (see above) in two of its October
editions. It’s obvious that the service was
to be conducted on a grand scale, aiming
at congregations of over 1,000 with a
choir of proportionate size – way beyond
the existing Cathedral choir of just six
lay clerks plus boy choristers.
The inaugural service was greeted with
enthusiasm if the report in the Chester
Chronicle is to be believed.
A literally overflowing congregation assembled …
the temperature of the place is very agreeable …
there was a congregation of some 2,000 persons
… while crowds were unable to gain admission.

P

raise is given to the choir members,
who ‘acquitted themselves remarkably well in their performances’, although,
frustratingly, beyond the mention of
ferial responses, nothing is said about
what they sang.

I

t was intended that these services
should be set apart from the other
activities of the Cathedral. Duties were
undertaken by cathedral staff on a voluntary basis, in addition to their paid
work. An attendee at a service in May
1870 commented that the choir was
well trained and well led by ‘the musical
officers of the Cathedral’.

I

t was perhaps inevitable that this
informal arrangement could not last.
In November 1870 it was agreed that
the musicians who assisted at the nave

services should be paid extra and by 1873
it was decided that ‘All the Minor Canons
and Lay Clerks who shall be admitted
on & after this day, shall be required to
attend & give their services at the Sunday
evenings in the Nave’. The Nave Choir,
as it became known, thus appears to have
been a combination of cathedral professionals and volunteer amateurs, but by
this time it had a regular conductor – lay
clerk and master of choristers, Edward
Cuzner. Cuzner conducted the Naves
until his retirement in 1900, by which
time he had been at Chester Cathedral
for 50 years and conducting the Naves
for 31.

S

ome comparisons can be made
between the choir 150 years ago and
the choir today. Whilst it has shrunk considerably from the 150 voices attending
its debut service (now numbering ~ 24),
it is still entirely voluntary and maintains
the high standard of singing that was
evident at the beginning. And although
it is a fundamental part of the cathedral’s
musical offering, it is both connected
with, and separate from, the Cathedral
Choir, because it is conducted by Andrew
Wyatt, the Assistant Director of Music
and accompanied by Rachel Mahon, the
Assistant Organist. However, lay clerks
are no longer required to assist! Another
difference between then and now is in
the temperature of the building during
the winter, which these days is not so
much ‘agreeable’ as ‘arctic’ (particularly
in the quire)!

T

he Nave choir is now extremely
busy. It still sings a regular Sunday
evening service during term time, usually
Compline, and sings for many of the
major liturgical services within the cathedral such as Ash Wednesday, Maundy
Thursday, Ascension Day and Midnight
Mass on Christmas Eve. It also sings the
main Sunday services when the cathedral
choir has been busy with concerts or
is otherwise engaged and sings at other
churches within (or occasionally outside)
the diocese. The choir also has a programme of concerts which it sings within
the cathedral and at other churches, and
has sung live on BBC Radio 4’s Sunday
Worship.

O

ne of the highlights of the year for
the choir is the annual summer
tour. Recent visits have included singing
in the three cathedrals in Edinburgh,
in Southwark Cathedral, Westminster
Abbey, the Isle of Man (a very well
attended outdoor Mass in the ruins of
the old Peel Cathedral accompanied by
seagulls being a surprising highlight!),
Ripon Cathedral and, most recently,
Malvern Priory and Worcester Cathedral. The choir have also recently toured
to Munich and Hildesheim, where they
were enthusiastically received by congregations and audiences alike.

A

s the Nave Choir approaches its
150th anniversary, plans are afoot
for an exciting year of musical celebrations. The Sunday evening service singing
will continue, with the addition of Sung
Vespers to run alongside Sung Compline.
This gives a variety to the services as
well as opening up new repertoire to
the choir. On 26 November there was a
‘festal compline’ to mark the start of the
year, on 9 June 2018 the Naves’ summer
concert will be held at Chester Cathedral.
This will be with chamber orchestra and
might feature a new composition for the
Nave Choir to mark the occasion. Much
more is in the pipeline, details of which
will be available on the Chester Cathedral
website in due course.
Claire Bridge, Andrew Wyatt
and Paul Stockbridge
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Friends Events:
Friends Outing Tuesday 2nd October 2018:

O

ur day trip this year promises to combine local interest with gastronomic delight! We’ll
begin by visiting Englesea Brook Chapel, one of the four main Methodist heritage
sites in the UK. We’ll enjoy a guided tour of the Chapel followed by a cup of coffee and time
to explore the exhibitions and displays in the adjacent museum. For lunch we’ll be returning
to the ‘Fox and Barrel’ at Cotebrook; we visited here a few years ago and it was so good that
we’re going to make a return visit. The chef, Richard Cotterill was sous-chef to Simon Radley
at the Grosvenor Hotel, so the quality of the freshly prepared food is guaranteed! He is putting
together a special menu for us and menu choices will be sent with the booking form. Our next
port of call will be St. Mary’s, Nantwich, considered by some to be one of the finest medieval
churches, not only in Cheshire, but in the whole of England. A guided tour of this wonderful
church will be followed by afternoon tea before our journey home. Please request a booking
form using the included insert.

Englesea Brook Chapel

Friends Italian Dinner Thursday 18th October 2018:

Italian Dinner
A first for the Friends!

Gianni Poletti, our Cathedral Catering Manager and owner of Sergio’s and Bollicinis’ has offered to organise one of his famous
Italian Evenings especially for us. This special event will be held at Eaton Park by kind permission of His Grace, The Duke
of Westminster. We will be welcomed with Prosecco and Canapes to start our Evening and we will then enjoy a four course
Italian Meal with all wines and coffee included in the ticket price of £50 per person. All proceeds from the evening will go
to the Friends Funds.
The evening is open to all members of the Cathedral Community: Friends; Congregation; Clergy; Office Staff; Cathedral
Staff; Shop Staff; Choir and their friends. It is hoped that a minibus can be laid on for those who are not easily mobile.
THURSDAY, 18th. OCTOBER at 7.30 p.m.
The WOLF ROOM at EATON PARK
For further information contact 01244 350293

Friends Day & AGM Thursday 26th July 2018:

6

5:30 pm		
		
6:30 pm

Choral Evensong in the Quire. You are
cordially invited to join other Friends.
AGM in the Chapter House

7:30 pm
		
		
		
		
		

Soirée in the Garth
(Chapter House if wet).
Tickets from Nick Fry via admissions desk
£10. Must be pre-booked. Buffet by Gianni
Poletti and the Refectory Team. Includes
free drink on arrival and a pay bar thereafter.
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AGM Agenda
1.
Opening Prayer
2.
Apologies for absence
3.
Remembrance of past Friends
4.
Minutes of 2017 AGM		
Page 7
5.
Hon. Officer’s Reports		
Pages 8
&9
6.
Election of Officers
7.
Election of Members of Council
8.
Report on the Past Year in the Cathedral
9.
Any Other Business
10.
The Grace
Formal Financial Statements pages 10 to 15

Minutes of the last AGM, Wednesday 29th July 2017:
Present:The Dean, The Very Reverend Professor Gordon McPhate Hon Secretary, Nicholas Fry;
Hon Membership Secretary, Derek Jackson			
Hon Treasurer, Barry Ingram
25 members of the Friends
The Meeting opened with Prayer
Apologies were presented:
The Bishop of Chester Bishop Alan Chesters
Dean Emeritus Stephen Smalley
Lavinia Whitfield
Gillian Gibbins		
Francis Coxhead
Ann Woodward		
Randal Hibbert		
Michael Sykes
A silence of 2 minutes was observed in remembrance of passed Friends.
The Minutes of the previous AGM were accepted as a true record of that meeting.
Report by the Hon. Secretary. There was nothing to add to the report as printed in the Newsletter, but he took the opportunity
to formally record the thanks of the Friends to Dean Gordon on his impending retirement. This would be his last AGM as
Chair, and he has chaired the Friends and provided encouragement and support over the years. It was noted that the relationship between Chapter and the Friends is exceptionally friendly and that this is due in large part to the Dean’s enthusiasm and
support. A presentation was made to the Dean on behalf of all the Friends.
In return, the Dean thanked the Friends and stressed the importance of the Friends’ support and encouraged us to persevere
through the inevitable delays and difficulties in implementing projects in the Cathedral.
Report by the Hon Treasurer. He reported that 2016 had been a fairly straightforward year with two key indicators in 2016 being
grants to the Cathedral total £20, 727 and that despite these substantial grants reserves were £111, 000 with a further £5748
in liquid assets. The investment total is declared at the original purchase price, but the current market value is considerably
higher. The added value could be realised by selling and then repurchasing investments, but the auditor has advised against
this. The headline figures in the accounts are backed by detailed records which are available for inspection. Substantial grants
made recently, which may mean that the assets at the end of 2017 will appear reduced. There were no questions.
Email communication. It had been suggested at previous meetings that more use could be made of email to distribute
newsletters and communications and the possibilities have been explored over the past months. Members were asked in the
previous Report whether or not they would like to receive communications by email; 611 invitations were sent out; there were
121 replies with only 20 opting for electronic communication. Therefore, it has been decided not to pursue this idea for the
time being; however, it will be kept under review, particularly given that the cost of the Newsletter (design, printing, postage)
is £3.53 pp; the Report was slightly cheaper at £1.67 each. So, a considerable portion of each Member’s subscription is spent
on communications.
The Friends website presence on the Cathedral site is now easier to find; the Newsletter will be available on the website.
Report: Hon. Membership Secretary. There was little to add to the printed report. It was pointed out that many members of the
congregation are not Friends and a special effort would be made to encourage them to join. The ‘presence’ of the Friends in the Cathedral will also be considered with the intention of increasing public visibility. It was noted that the Friends had paid for the new
monitors but that one was left over. This could be mounted in the Visitors’’ entrance (at the back of the Abbott’s passage, over the
noticeboards that are currently in place) with a rolling slideshow/video about the Friends’ activities. This has been favourably received
but implementation will be delayed until after the Ark exhibition. Further initiatives could include a ‘Friend’s Sunday’, possibly
in November, when all sermons and notices will be aimed at publicising the work of the Friends and encouraging recruitment.
Social Events. A programme of social events has been in place over the past 2 years and 25 – 30 people attended each one,
on occasion considerately more; due to their popularity, these events will continue. However, it is no longer possible to sell
tickets via the Shop and although tickets have been available via the Hon. Secretary, this is not an ideal situation. Happily,
the Refectory has now expressed a willingness to look after ticket distribution which means that they should be much more
easily obtainable. The Hon. Membership Secretary would welcome ideas for social events. It was noted that the new ViceDean is very keen on promoting the Friends in and around the Cathedral and a meeting will shortly be taking place to discuss
ideas and possibilities with him.
Election of Officers. There being no other candidates the following votes were taken on a ‘show of hands’:
Hon. Secretary - Nicholas Fry. Proposed by Jenny Jackson, seconded by Sandy Boyne. APPROVED
Hon. Treasurer – Barry Ingram. Proposed by Mary Higson, seconded by Claire Chatterton. APPROVED
Hon. Membership Secretary – Derek Jackson. Proposed by Marianne Barbour, seconded by Jean Watson. APPROVED
Confirmation of Co-Options. Council had made three co-options during the past year and these were put to the Council
for approval and confirmation. Sandy Boyne; Marianne Barber; Francis Coxhead. APPROVED
Election of Council Officers. One name had been nominated for election to the Council. There being no other candidates,
a show of hands was taken. Mrs. Diana McConnell. Proposed by Derek Jackson, seconded by Barry Ingram. APPROVED.
The Dean’s Report. The Dean reported on activity in the Cathedral over the past 12 months. The 5 year plan has now reached
fruition and would be extended for another 2 – 3 years. He reported that income was still higher due to request for donations
rather than an admissions charge.
There being no other business, the meeting closed with the Grace.
Nicholas Fry
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The Officers Report 2017 and Outlook 2018:
An Overview:

O

ne of the most interesting
aspects of cathedrals in general,
is looking at the changes that have taken
place over the years. We tend to look
at these great buildings and think that
they haven’t changed for hundreds of
years, but of course, this is far from
the case both internally and externally;
change is something of a constant and
it is only right that as a significant part
of the cathedral, the Friends should be
involved in forward planning.

E

arlier this year, new chairs
were introduced, financed by a

considerable grant from the Friends
forming the first part of a number of
changes which will become more obvious
over the following months as the new
‘Open Door’ policy is implemented; the
overall aim is to increase the accessibility
of the cathedral and the Friends are ready
to play their part.

O

ver the year our social events have
been very well attended and our
‘external’ visits usually sell out well in
advance; the phrase ‘get your tickets
early’ really isn’t an advertising ploy!
If you haven’t yet been on one of our

outings yet, please do consider coming
on our next excursion to Englesea
Brook Chapel and St, Mary’s, Nantwich
with a very good lunch on the way.
Of course, one big change has been the
retirement of Dean Gordon and the appointment of the Very Rev. Tim Stratford
as the next Dean of Chester. He will
be installed in September and we look
forward to welcoming him as our new
Chairman and hope that he and his
family will be very happy here in Chester.
Nicholas Fry, Hon. Secretary

Please Remember ‘The Friends’ in Your Will
Over the years many Friends have remembered the "Friends of Chester Cathedral" in their wills and this has been
greatly appreciated. The Friends are a registered charity and any bequest you make would be tax free.
For the convenience of those who would like the Friends to benefit from their estate the following form of words
is suggested:
I GIVE to "The Society of the Friends of Chester Cathedral" (Registered Charity No 501740) of 12 Abbey Square,
Chester, CH1 2HU the sum of ………………………. [or ............percentage of the residue of my estate] free of
all taxes, duties and expenses, and I direct that the receipt of a person who appears to be a proper officer of the
charity shall be a sufficient discharge to my Trustees.

Money Matters

Y

ear on year saw some big changes
compared to 2016. The “big two”
numbers were: Grants paid £40,266 – the highest total
in the last 5 years by some margin.
Net assets £178,436 – again a record for
the last 5 years.

T

here are very good reasons for
these record breakers! After some
years of careful control of grants, the
long-heralded Nave Re-ordering project
is underway. The Friends agreed to fund
220 new chairs for the Nave at a total
cost of £42,700, of which the deposit of
£21,350 was paid 2017 and the balance
of £21,350 due in 2018. Donations &
Legacies of £30,220 benefitted from a
generous bequest of £25,000 by the late

8
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Richard Towndrow, which is to be used
for the enhancement of music in the
Cathedral. Thank you, Richard.

T

he 5-year trend, shown opposite
on page 9, sets 2017 in context: -

• Income variability results from the
timing of Gift Aid claims and large variations in donations & legacies.
• Expenditure is driven mainly by grants,
accounting for most of the variability.
Underlying costs for flowers have risen
due to market trends and operating
expenses have also risen (principally
News Letter costs).

L

ong term investments remain unchanged. The current market value
of these investments is £138,170 compared
to the purchase price declared in the

accounts of £108,000. The Council
are aware of this unrealised asset but,
at present, there are no plans to realise
the difference. It is worth noting that
long term investments were reviewed in
2012 with the attention of holding about
£100,000 in reserve. This equates to
about £116,000 today after inflationary
pressures are added.

T

he current year has seen a continuing high level of grants (£31,316 to
date, including the balance of £21,350 for
Nave chairs). The bank balance is satisfactory at approx. £25,000 (unrestricted)
plus £25,000 (restricted bequest). Long
term investments are unchanged.
Barry Ingram, Hon.Treasurer

Contd:
Friends Performance Trends 2013 to 2017
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Subscriptions & Gift Aid

£14,502

£11,242

£16,094

£13,599

£15,144

Events (net)

£1,540

-£419

£341

£975

-£368

Interest Received

£5,877

£5,651

£5,720

£5,856

£5,400

Donations & Legacies

£9,990

£8,613

£15,606

£2,164

£30,220

Flowers & Gardens

£5,552

£3,639

£4,487

£6,855

£4,133

Total Income

£37,461

£28,726

£42,248

£29,449

£54,529

General Grants

£16,450

£1,345

£15,450

£9,464

£28,643

Music Grant

£7,075

£2,000

£2,000

£2,000

£3,119

Flower & Garden Grants

£7,056

£7,718

£6,297

£9,263

£8,504

Grants Total

£30,581

£11,063

£23,747

£20,727

£40,266

Income

Expenditure

Operating Expenses

£5,449

£3,473

£4,452

£5,189

£7,148

Total Expenditure

£36,030

£14,536

£28,199

£25,916

£47,414

Balance Sheet
Bank balance

£27,397

£41,131

£54,714

£57,848

£66,981

Imvestments at cost

£109,656

£110,112

£110,579

£110,978

£111,455

Net Assets

£137,054

£151,244

£165,292

£168,826

£178,436

Membership and Social:

T

he current Membership figures
show a small drop in Ordinary
Members of 32 over the year January 2017
-January 2018. We currently have 692
Ordinary Members – a small net increase
of 11 since January this year. Our total
membership is currently 796, including
Life Members, Link Parishes, Ex Officio
and Corporate memberships.

A

word about Social Events this year.
As a result of the re-furbishment
of the Refectory and the preparations
for the Chester Mystery Plays in the
Cathedral we have not held our usual
series of Social Events this year. However,
the one which we held in March proved
to be very successful. During the move
of the Cathedral Office from No. 12 to
No. 9 Abbey Square a series of old photographs and other interesting bits and
pieces was unearthed by our Head Verger,
Corentyn. He discovered found much of
these showed faces, views and facets from
the Cathedral’s past, which he thought
might bring back many memories for our
Cathedral Community. He spent many
hours scanning these items and researching the people shown in the pictures and
referred to in the documents. These
were all then put together in the form
of a slide presentation, which Corentyn
introduced to us at the meeting. We

had a very good attendance of Friends
and friends of Friends and it is hoped
that there may be enough material to
put together a further presentation at
some time in the future. ‘Many thanks’
Corentyn and watch this space!

I

n October we are venturing into new
territory for the Friends and holding
a major Social Event! Please see page 6
in this Newsletter to find details about
the first Friends’ Cathedral Dinner in
October and mark it as a LARGE RED
ENTRY in your diary. We hope this
will be a success and could be the first
of many!

A

s ever, we thank all our members
for their donations and for the gift
of their time. We thank fellow Council
members for their continued support
and unstinting help in organising events,
meetings and publicity. Please continue
to support your Association and don’t
forget:

Every Friend should
find a friend to
become a Friend
Derek Jackson, Hon. Membership Secretary

New Friends 2017
Mr C B Bond
Mr P Challinor
Mrs A Chatterton
Mrs V Connolly
Mrs A Doran
Mr C & Mrs S Hall

Dr P M Hallam
Revd A & Mrs P Hezel
Mr J Hooper
Revd T & Mrs D Jordan
Revd Dr M Kirby
Mrs P A McCormick

Mrs P Orton
Revd Professor M J Reiss
Mr K Richards
The Revd Canon B &
Mrs Y Wilson

Obituary 2017
We remember with sadness, but with gratitude, the lives of Friends who have died
Mr J M Anderson
Mrs J M Anderson
Mr R A Bartlem
Mr W Boardman

Mr D B Catt
Mr M R Leech
Mrs J E Lewis
Mrs N W Robinson

The Lord Rochester
Mr P Stirrup
Mr P Turner

If we have omitted any names we extend our sincere apologies and ask that we receive details
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Annual Report for 2017

Annual Report & Financial Statements of the Friends of Chester Cathedral
Registered Charity No: 501740
for the year ended 31st December 2017
Trustees:

The Trustees who served during the year ended 31st December 2017 were:

Ex Officio

Very Rev'd Prof. G McPhate (until Sep)
Rev Canon J Brooke (from Oct)

Chapter

Rev Canon B Wilson (from Sep)

Annual

Mr N.J.Fry
Mr D.N.Jackson

Mr B.M.Ingram

Four year term Mrs M Barber (from Feb)
Mrs S Boyle (from Feb)
Mrs . L. Carstens
Mr. J. Gillespie
Mrs. H. McNae
Mr. M. Sykes
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Mrs A Brodbelt (until Jul)
Prof. G.J. Brooke
Mr F Coxhead (from Feb)
Mrs D.M.McConnell (from Jun)
Mrs B Meredith (until Jul)
Mrs. A. P. Woodward

Contact Address

9 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU

Email Address

friendsofchestercathedral@gmail.com

Bankers

Barclays Bank plc, 30 St Werburgh St, Chester CH1 2DY

Investments

CCLA Investment Management Ltd
Senator House, 85 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4ET

Independent Examiners

Pursglove & Brown incorporating Benjamin Morris & Co
Military House, 24 Castle Street, Chester. CH1 2DS
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Annual Report & Financial Statements of the Friends of Chester Cathedral:

Trustees
The Trustees have no beneficial interest in the charity.
Structure, Governance and Management
The Friends is a member association who appoint Trustees to oversee the running of the Charity. Trustees serve for four years
and may not return for 12 months. The offices of Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Membership Secretary
are renewable at each Annual General Meeting and may be continuous. The positions of Chair and Vice Chair are held by
the current Dean and Vice Dean of Chester Cathedral.
Risk Management and Reserves Policy
It is the responsibility of the Trustees to assess the main risks the Charity is exposed to, particularly those relating to the operations and finances of the trust. The trustees undertake this assessment and ensure that systems are in place to mitigate and
manage the Charity's exposure to any major risks.
The Honorary Treasurer presents a formal report at each council meeting (held about four times a year)
The level of unrestricted funds at end 2017 was £141,304. The trustees are satisfied that this is sufficient to meet any obligations
arising through the operation of the Charity at the current time. The trustees have considered the requirement to maintain
free reserves and are satisfied that the Charity has a need to establish free reserves to absorb the major fluctuations in funding
received without curtailing services to its beneficiaries. This is assessed as £25,000 minimum and stood at £41,980 at the end
of 2017 (in anticipation of a major grant in 2018). The remaining funds are held in investments and interest bearing savings
to provide regular income for future services.
Statement of Public Benefit
The Trustees are aware of the Public Benefit provisions of the Charities Act 2006 and of the guidance on them published by
the Charity Commission. They are satisfied that the objects of the Charity and the activities of the Charity are within the
definitions of Charitable Purposes as set down in the Act. The Trustees are not aware of any public detriment caused by the
Charity's objects or activities, and nor are they aware of anyone receiving any private benefit from the Charity's activities.
Objectives
Assisting the Dean and Chapter in furthering the religious and charitable work of Chester Cathedral by supporting the spiritual life, work and worship, and maintaining, improving, adding to and repairing the fabric, fittings, furniture, ornaments,
services and music.
Principle Activities
The Friends raise money by an annual subscription. They also receive donations, bequests and legacies.
The Friends organise events to advertise the work of the Cathedral and Friends, attracting further support.
Achievement and Performance
Please refer to the various reports included with these accounts.
Volunteers
The Trustees are indebted to the volunteers who give up their time to the Charity and assist in its running.
Independent Examiner
Benjamin H. Morris FCA has indicated his willingness to continue in office and it is proposed that he is reappointed reporting
accountant for the ensuing year. Pursglove & Brown incorporating Benjamin Morris & Co., are based in Chester, in which
office Ben is now based. After a great number of years supporting The Friends, Ben is now planning his own retirement within
the next few years and The Friends look forward to a developing relationship with his new colleagues.
By Order of the Trustees		

B. M. Ingram, Honorary Treasurer
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Statement of Financial Activities & Balance Sheet for Year Ending 31st December 2017:
2016
£
£
Restricted Unrestricted
13598.80
1163.62

392.80
392.80

1000.00
5463.22
11533.30
6855.13
39614.07
9463.74
2000.00
2452.71
6809.87

0.00

10558.05
5189.06
36473.43

392.80

3140.64

Income & Expenditure

£
Total
Incoming Resources
13598.80 Subscriptions Received + Gift Aid
1163.62 General Donations
Cheshire Regiment Donations
Lichfield Cathedral Guided Visit
1000.00 Legacies
5856.02 Interest Received
11533.30 Events Income
6855.13 Flowers and Gardens
40006.87 TOTAL INCOME

Outgoing Resources
General Grants
Music and Choir Grants
Garden Grants
Cathedral Flower Grants
CRA Regimental Chapel Flowers
10558.05 Events Expenses
5189.06 Operating Expenses including Newsletters
36473.43 TOTAL EXPENDITURE
3533.44 SURPLUS / DEFICIT FOR YEAR

31 December 2016
£
£
£
Restricted Unrestricted Total
1319.70
33000.00
21000.00
20000.00
24000.00
1658.21
10000.00
11658.21 99319.70 110977.91

0.00
11658.21

0.00
0.00
57848.12

Balance Sheet
Investments
CBF Deposit Account 77181001D
CBF Global Equity Fund 77181001L #
CBF Fixed Interest Fund 77181001F #
CBF Property Fund 77181001P #
CBF UK Equity Fund 77181001X #
CBF Deposit Temple 777181002D
CBF Invest. Fund Temple 77181001S *
Total Investments

* at investment cost see note 4
# at investment cost see note 5
Current Assets
Barclays Current Account
Barclays Premium Account 33198308
Barclays Flower Account
Sundry debtors
Less Current Liabilities
Sundry Creditors
Unpresented cheques
57848.12 Total Current Assets

157167.82 168826.03 TOTAL NET ASSETS

£
Total
15144.09
5220.33

50.00

25000.00
473.69

4926.44
9839.35
4133.00
39313.21

25000.00
5400.13
9839.35
4133.00
67480.90

28642.70
3119.23
3289.31
5214.87

28642.70
3119.23
3289.31
5214.87

250.00

10207.18
7147.72
57621.01

10207.18
7147.72
57871.01

27917.69

-18307.80

9609.89

28167.69

9463.74
2000.00
2452.71
6809.87

B. M. Ingram Hon. Treasurer

1.00
56523.47
1323.65

2017
£
£
Restricted Unrestricted
15144.09
5220.33
2694.00

250.00

05 April 2018

31 December 2017
£
£
£
Restricted Unrestricted Total
1323.40
33000.00
21000.00
20000.00
24000.00
2131.90
10000.00
12131.90 99323.40 111455.30

25000.00

25000.00
37131.90

1.00
41007.84
971.78

0.00
0.00
41980.62

66980.62

141304.02 178435.92

Net Assets from Opening Balance =/- Surplus or Deficit in Year
11265.41 154027.18
Balance brought forward as at 1st January
11658.21 157167.82
392.80
3140.64
Surplus / Deficit for the year
27917.69 -18307.80
11658.21 157167.82 168826.03 Balance at 31st December
39575.90 138860.02 178435.92
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Notes to the Accounts for the Year Ended 31st December 2017:

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the current applicable accounting standards and the Charities
Statement of Recommended Practice. They have been prepared under the historical cost convention.
Funds
Unrestricted Funds are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use for the general purposes of the FCC. Funds designated for a particular purpose by the FCC are also unrestricted. Restricted funds are: (1) a bequest of £25,000 which is resricted to enhancing music and the choir
(2) The Sir John and Lady Temple fund which is restriced to music and the choir until 2020, when the fund reverts to unrestricted
(3) The Cheshire Regiment Association fund which is restricted to the Regimental Memorial Garden and the Regimental
Chapel and subject to approval by the trustees of the CRA.
Incoming Resources
Voluntary income and capital sources.
Subscriptions are recognized when received by the FCC. Income tax recoverable is recognized when the income is received.
Grants and legacies to the FCC are accounted for as soon as the FCC is notified of its legal entitlement, the amount due is
quantifiable and its ultimate receipt by the FCC is reasonably certain.
Other Income
The income from Events is shown in detail in the Detailed Income & Expenditure and in summary in the Statement of
Financial Activities. The related expenditure. is reflected in a similar manner. The profits and losses on each Event can be
calculated from Detailed Income and Expenditure.
Income From Investments
Interest entitlements are accounted for as they accrue.
Resources Used
The accounts have been prepared on the accruals basis which takes into account liabilities due at the year end for expenses
incurred and matches expenditure to the period incurred or income gained. Grants and donations are accounted for when
paid, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding obligation on the FCC.
Fixed Assets
Assets are written off in the year of purchase. The charity owns some office equipment of little value.
2. REMUNERATION
The Friends acknowledge the extensive work carried out by its volunteers. No remuneration is paid.
3. SUNDRY CREDITORS, SUNDRY DEBTORS, PREPAID EXPENSES AND INCOME
There are no sundry creditors, sundry debtors or prepaid expenses and income.
4. CBF CHURCH OF ENGLAND FUNDS INCLUDING TEMPLE ENDOWMENT
Total investment remains unchanged at £108,000. In addition £3455.30 accumulated interest is held in deposit funds. No
account has been taken of fluctuations in the market value of the funds. The funds were worth £138,170 at the end of 2017
compared with a book value of £108,000. The trustees take the view that these are longer term investments and the capital
gain of £38,170 in recent years is not reflected in the accounts.
5. CURRENT ASSETS - BARCLAYS PREMIUM ACCOUNT
The account balance at £66,980 (£25,000 restricted funds + £41,980 unrestricetd) reflects the payment of £21,350 deposit for
Nave Chairs in December (total grant £42,700). The Trustees are aware that the unrestricted balance of £41,980 exceeds the
target of £25,000 but will reduce in February 2018 when the balance of £21,350 for Nave Chairs becomes due.
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st December 2017:
2016
Restricted Unrestricted

2017

Detailed Income & Expenditure Restricted

0.00

10133.00
11533.30

INCOME
General Income
Subscriptions Received
Gift Aid
General Donations
Cheshire Regiment Donations
Lichfield Cathedral Guided Visit
Garden Donations (including NGS)
Donations for Flowers, Memorials etc
Legacies / Bequests
Interest Received
Interest Retained in Investment A/C's
28473.57 Total General Income
Events Income
Other events income 2016
Friends' Day / AGM
Candlemas Event
Cathedral Silver Event
Mystery Plays Talk
Friends Outings
11533.30 Total Events

392.80

39614.07

40006.87

10727.64
2871.16
1163.62

392.80

223.60
6631.53
1000.00
5463.22

392.80

28080.77
775.80
520.00
104.50

9463.74
2000.00

6809.87
0.00

2452.71
20726.32
841.62
420.00
183.58

0.00

9112.85
10558.05
4347.11
487.95
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Total

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE
Grants Expenditure
Other grants 2016
Organ Recital Support
Choir Music Folders
Additional Choir Cassocks
Sidesman Table
Childrens Trail - Education Department
PA Audio System
Bell Ropes Addleshawe Tower
Nave Chairs (deposit, balance to follow)
Flowers in the Cathedral
CRA Regimental Chapel Flowers
Trees & plants for Gardens etc
20726.32 Total Grants
Events Expenditure
Other Events expenditure 2016
Friend's Day / AGM
Candlemas Event
Cathedral Silver Event
Mystery Plays Talk
Friends Outings
10558.05 Total Events
Operating Expenses
Annual report / Newsletters inc. postage
Sponsored Christmas Tree in Cloisters
Lichfield Cathedral Guided Visit
General Expenses (including office costs)
EGM re: Nave Chairs
Membership refund (paid twice)
Membership Leaflets & Membership Cards
5189.06 Total operating expenses

0.00

354.00
5189.06

0.00

36473.43

25915.38

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

392.80

3140.64

3533.44

SURPLUS / DEFICIT FOR YEAR
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2694.00

25000.00

Unrestricted

Total

9890.00
5254.09
5220.33
50.00
4133.00

473.69
28167.69

4922.74
3.70
29473.86

57641.55

0.00

116.60
116.40
44.85
49.50
9512.00
9839.35

9839.35

28167.69

39313.21

67480.90

250.00

2000.00
641.00
478.23
157.30
3500.00
840.00
2795.00
21350.40
5214.87

250.00

3289.31
40266.11

0.00

400.00
140.86
0.00
13.47
9652.85
10207.18

40516.11
Total costs
Total costs
Total costs
Total costs
Total costs

10207.18

6360.78
8.98
21.09
210.74
521.13
25.00
0.00

7147.72

7147.72

250.00

57621.01

57871.01

27917.69

-18307.80

9609.89

Report of the Independent Examiner to the Friends of Chester Cathedral:
I report on the accounts for the year ended 31st December 2017, which are set out on pages TBA.
Respective responsibilities of the trustees and Independent Examiner
As trustees of the charity, the members of the FCC are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. They consider than
an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent
examination is needed.
It is my resposibility to
- examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;
- follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commisioners
(b) of the 2011 Act and
- state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

section 145(5)

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those
records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you
as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required
in a full audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the accounts.
Independent Examiner's Statement
In connection with my examination, no matters have come to my attention:
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements
- to keep accounting records in accordance with s.130 of the 2011Act; or
- to prepare accounts which accord with these accounting records have not been met;
or
(2) to which in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
This report on the accounts of the FCC for the year ended 31st December 2017, which are set out on pages TBA, is in respect
of an examination carried out under section S.43 of the Charities Act 1993 ('the Act').
.
B. H. Morris FCA			

30 April 2018

Military House, Castle Street, Chester, CH1 2DS
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Final and Important Words:
The Future for Friends News Letters

T

he Friends Council have been deliberating for some time about the future of the Members’ Newsletters. We know these
are well received and are seen as a way of spreading the word about what the Friends are doing, both socially and on
behalf of the Cathedral. Given a choice, probably most of us would like to see the printed version continue and look forward
to it dropping through our letter-boxes three times a year. However, it costs, on average, £2.83 to produce each newsletter
and mail it out The alarming fact is that the annual cost makes a very large dent in the annual membership subscription.
As a registered charity, we are obliged to ensure that money raised by the Friends does not directly benefit the members. It
could be argued that in producing a newsletter we are potentially attracting more Friends and therefore it has a fund-raising
function; however, Council do not believe this is sufficient basis to continue publications unless the cost is reduced.

T

he total annual costs in 2017 gives some pointers to how costs might be reduced. Printing costs were£2,691; inserts,
flyers etc. £723; in-house design work and drafting £1,265; post and packing £1,259. It is clear that reducing the number
of printed copies and the concomitant saving in post & packing is a target. For example, discontinuing the Feb / Mar News
Update would have saved about £1,300 in 2017. Discontinuing “free” copies to other cathedrals would have saved a further
£200. It is proposed that both these savings are implemented straight away. Nevertheless, continuing to produce individual
printed copies of the newsletters will remain a high cost. A further proposal under consideration is to seek agreement from
members prepared to forego printed copies in favour of electronic communications. This would reduce costs (not to mention
the environmental consideration saving trees!)

A

t the same time, we are mindful of those members who do not have access to a computer. We have looked at other
similar organisations to see how they have managed this and arrived at the following decision. We propose to ask all
our members in the November News Letter to let us know if they are unable to adopt an electronic format. Hard copies will
continue to be produced for these members, but the default from 2019 will be for communications, including News Letters
to be available to read online (or printed out by the individual recipient).
Marianne Barber & Barry Ingram

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
The law has changed to improve the security of information we hold and how we use these data. The core requirements and
how these are dealt with is shown below.
Identify what data we hold. The Friends hold the postal address of each member, email address (where given) and telephone
number/s (where given). We hold the name of the bank, sort code and account number (unless all transactions have been
by cash).
Identify where data comes from. All information is provided by the member.
State if & how data are shared. Data is not shared except where legally required (claiming Gift Aid) or required by our
inspecting auditors (who return all documentation to the Friends).
State how data are recorded and held securely. Original documents are held in the ‘home offices’ of the Hon.Treasurer or
the Hon.Membership Secretary. Electronic copies are stored on personal computers with backup copies on ‘cloud storage’.
All electronic records require at least two passwords to access.
Review how consent is obtained, recorded and managed. Consent is a new requirement (see the enclosed form). Consent
will be stored and managed in the same way as other information.
State when redundant data (e.g. resigned or lapsed members) are deleted. Redundant data will be stored for 7 years
(required by HMRC for Gift Aid). If consent to hold data is withheld, new memberships will be refused & existing members
will be deemed to have lapsed and their historical data deleted after 7 years.

YOU MUST COMPLETE & RETURN THE ENCLOSED FORM TO ALLOW US
TO HOLD YOUR INFORMATION & THEREBY BE ABLE TO CONTACT YOU.

The Friends of Chester Cathedral Charity No. 501740
Editor: Barry Ingram Design: www.no14graphicdesign.co.uk
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