October 28th 2018
Words by the German Lutheran pastor Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) following
the Nazis' rise to power

First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.
.
As Christians, along with many others, we are called upon to do the speaking
out… we know of brave people who rescued or hid people during the
persecution of Jews and other groups in the 2nd WW. Living now in relative
peace, we may think we don’t need to say or do anything about any issues that
don’t seem to affect us, but we are urged to seek for justice in this world: to
love our neighbour as ourselves. We are the ones left to speak out. Jesus says,
‘I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.’

So if you aren’t interested in seeking justice or in loving one another in
practice, if you don’t really like to be challenged with the unpleasantness of
slavery today, then, as they say on the news when announcing the football
scores – I suggest you look away or block your ears now!
I am going to briefly mention what modern slavery is, give an example and
offer at least one way we might respond as Christians.
Firstly what is modern Slavery?
Some of the ways people are enslaved today include prostitution, pornography,
manufacturing, domestic servitude, forced begging, and organ removal.
Modern slavery happens in all parts of the world, including the UK, even
though some people don’t think it is here or an issue.
In 2016, 3805 men, women and children were rescued from modern slavery in
the UK but there are estimated today to be 11,700 victims of modern slavery.
Many people who end up being enslaved are looking for legitimate work.
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All Christians are called by God to discern and to respond to injustice in this
world. We may not be involved overtly in modern slavery, but we may
contribute to a culture which sees human beings as goods. I was delighted that
Cheshire West and Chester looked closely at their policies as a result of local
church awareness raising of modern slavery: and this last week they have
agreed a Charter against Modern Slavery which includes a close examination of
any contractor to ensure that there is no unfair treatment of employees. They
now go further than legislation in trying to ensure that supply chains do not
involve modern slavery.
Jesus’ ministry is about the release of captives – it is about freedom from any
form of slavery. We follow his example by improving our awareness and
seeking to help those who are in slavery.
Often women come into the hands of perpetrators by being promised
employment or opportunities in another country which will beneﬁt themselves
or their families. They ﬁnd themselves being exploited for sex in a country
where they don’t speak the language or have any idea whether they can trust
anyone to help, including the police.
‘…there was no one le, to speak for me.’ We are the ones left to speak
out. Jesus said, ‘Love one another.’
Many people think about traﬃcking as being about living individuals, but the
World Health Organisation has also highlighted the illegal trade in human
organs.
Here is one true story
In a back room, the husband of a dying woman met three men. A lot of money
changed hands. The husband did not ask too many questions but he was
worried about the person who would do the surgery and about who would
look after his wife. And he was also worried about the authorities. He knew it
was illegal but he was desperate. He wondered if they would just take the
money and never deliver the kidney. Four and a half thousand miles away a
young man was returning to his village with his goats when a battered truck
came down the dirt track behind him. A few seconds later - there was no sign
of the man on the road, just the goats nosing in the dust. It was as if he had
never been. The sale did not complete. The traﬃckers made mistakes with
transport and the organs were ruined.
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‘….and there was no one le- to speak for me’. We are the ones le) to speak
out.
Jesus said, ‘Love one another.’
Any example of slavery appals us but how might we, as Christians respond?
Are we really willing to stand up for these people? We also have to
acknowledge that we might be complicit in the conditions that lead to modern
slavery, - a wish to purchase cheap goods, a desire to close our eyes and not
become involved with anyone else.
Modern slavery can be a hidden crime. Aneeta Prem, founder of the Freedom
Charity said: ‘If we think about our lives, where we're so busy rushing around do we know our neighbours? Do we know what's happening next door? Slaves
are in an ordinary street in ordinary places; there's nothing extraordinary about
where some people are held, and nobody seems ever to know anything about
it.’ In one of his speeches, Martin Luther King put his ﬁnger on why people are
reluctant to become involved.
‘Our fear is for ourselves and our families.’
The Clewer initiative which is set up by the Church of England to raise
awareness of modern slavery has a campaign called, ‘We see you.’ It offers us
one way that we can respond.
If we are unsure about any local activity that we witness, if we see anything we
are unsure of, then all we do is simply use a phone to call 101 to report what
we see. There is no comeback upon the caller – it’s anonymous. That’s all we
have to do – call 101. I have put the number on the weekly sheet for you to
take away. If you see a van loading a lot of people into it, if you see people in a
nail bar or a car wash (common places of work) where people seem
undernourished, appear nervous, uncommunicative or don’t tell you where
they live, then all you have to do is call 101. If you are fortunate enough to
have an i-phone, you can download an app with questions to ask about a car
wash before reporting anything.
The question we need to ask ourselves is not ‘What will happen to me if I
report this?’ but ‘What will happen to this person if I do nothing?’
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William Wilberforce said all those years ago:
‘You may choose to look the other way but you can never say again that you
did not know.’
We pray that we may pursue justice, we may never be afraid to face the truth
– that we may always boldly speak out for others – to show that we take
seriously those words of Jesus: ‘Love one another.’
Canon Jane Brooke
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