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As February comes around the church switches its gaze 
from the birthplace of Jesus in Bethlehem to his death on 
a cross. The stories of  
beginnings that fill Christmas  
and Epiphany give way to stories  
that illustrate the cost of Jesus’  
Way in Lent, Holy Week  
and Easter.

There is a particular moment  
that sits between Christmas and  
Good Friday. It is just a glimpse  
of something; a hint of truth. It  
occurs in the story of Jesus’  
Presentation at the Temple by  
his parents who want to give  
thanks to God for his birth. It  
clearly belongs to the beginnings  
of the Good News, but the  
prophet Simeon looks to the  
ending and says something  
profound to Mary. 

First Simeon utters the now  
familiar words:
     “Lord, now lettest thou thy  
       servant depart in peace  
       according to thy word.
     For mine eyes have seen thy  
       salvation,
     Which thou hast prepared  
       before the face of all people;
     To be a light to lighten the  
       Gentiles and to be the glory  
       of thy people Israel.”
 
These are the words that end the  
day in Compline or the Prayer  
Book Evensong.  But there are  
more words that you will not  
hear the choir sing in these  
services.  Simeon continues to  
speak directly to Mary:
     “This child is destined for the  
       falling and the rising of many 
       in Israel, 
     and to be a sign that will be  
       opposed 
     so that the inner thoughts of  
       many will be revealed—
     and a sword will pierce your  
       own soul too.”
 

Mary hears from Simeon what every mother fears – her 
child is going to cause her pain.
      So, shortly after the birth of  
      Jesus we are confronted by the  
      looming cross. 

      Candlemas falls on 2nd  
      February every year. The Gospel  
      reading set for the day is Luke 
      2.22-40 recounting Jesus’  
      Presentation in the Temple. And  
      on this day the church sweeps  
      away the last vestiges of  
       Christmas. The crib set and the  
      remaining Christmas trees go.   
      We start to prepare for Lent and  
      consider the cost of following  
      Jesus’ way. Lent will finish only   
      at the foot of the cross on 
      Good Friday.
 
      Life’s pattern is, of course, never  
      one of celebration after  
      celebration, and the Christian  
      way is no inoculation against  
      the painfulness of living in a  
      broken world. In fact, the  
      followers of Jesus are called to  
      confront the brokenness  
      head on.

      Maybe this month is a time to  
      consider what is the sharp  
      sword that pierces your heart  
      and how is it that God calls you  
      to respond?

 
Looking in another direction

Tim Stratford 
Dean

Mary, Joseph, Jesus and Simeon in the Temple as depicted in stained 
glass by Morris & Co (St Chad’s, Kirkby)
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WORSHIP IN THE  
CATHEDRAL

IN RESIDENCE:

Weekdays:
08.30 Morning Prayer  
 St Anselm’s Chapel

12.30 Eucharist 
 Lady Chapel

17.30 Choral Evensong 
 Quire

Saturdays:
09.30 Holy Communion in the  
 Lady Chapel 
16.15 Choral Evensong  
 Quire

Sundays:
08.00 Prayer Book Communion Service 
10.00 Cathedral Eucharist 
11.30 Sung Mattins

 (or Prayer Book Eucharist

 on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30 Choral Evensong

18.30 Evening Service

Sunday:  All clergy
Monday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Tuesday:  Canon Jane Brooke
Wednesday:  Canon Jane Brooke /  
 Revd Denise Williams
Thursday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Friday:  Dean Tim Stratford
Saturday:  Rotated clergy

DATE FOR YOUR

DIARY

An evening with Chester  
Cathedral Choir
Philip Rushforth, director
Andrew Wyatt, organist
Richard Dowling, tenor
Tristan Hambleton, bass

Free entry with retiring collection

The Crucifixion  
by John Stainer

What is Chester Cathedral for?
This may seem to be a very straightforward question demanding a very 
straightforward answer. Well, it is, but every one you ask will have a  
different answer. That is unsurprising. Cathedrals are complex places with 
a wide range of stakeholders: regular worshippers, civic  
representatives, church leaders and parish church members and people 
who depend on the tourist and visitor economies, etc.
 
At this end of February members of our governing bodies are going away 
to think further about this. We have set ourselves the task of  
producing a Cathedral “purpose statement”. I hope this is something that 
will give us some clarity and coherence as we plan for the future. The 
purpose statement will be the basis of the next congregational meeting I 
convene following that of 8th January. The purpose statement will not be 
the last word, but hopefully it will be the source of creative conversation 
about the way ahead and I hope you will join in.

Places of Welcome is a growing network of hospitality, run by local community 
groups who want to make sure that everyone in their area has a place to go for a 
friendly face, a cup of tea and a conversation. 

There are five Principles for each Place of Welcome to uphold: 

Place - A hospitable and accessible building, open at the same time every week
People - Open to everyone regardless of their circumstances or situation, and staffed 
by volunteers, a group of people who are committed to making it happen
Presence - A place where people actively listen to one another.
Provision - Free refreshments (at least a cup of tea and a biscuit) are on offer along 
with basic local information
Participation - Recognition that every person coming to a Place of Welcome will 
bring talents, experiences and skills that they might be willing to share locally

Chester Cathedral becomes part of the network of Places of Welcome beginning 
Monday 4 March 2019 in the Cloister Room from 10am - 12 noon, and every Monday 
thereafter. 

Can you help? - Fifteen volunteers are needed so that each person can commit to 
helping on one Monday morning every month.  If you enjoy meeting and welcoming 
people and would like to be involved please contact the Canon Missioner,  
Canon Jane Brooke on canon.brooke@chestercathedral.com or leave your details  
on 01244 324756. Also, please keep Monday 11 February at 10am free for an initial 
meeting.

Places of Welcome

Tim Stratford 
Dean

“Project Welcome” is the working title for a feasibility study that begins this 
month to consider the cathedral’s reception arrangements. It will consider  
practical matters such as our use of doors for tourists and for worship, as well 
as more relational things such as how we greet people.  This may also result in 
options for future rebuilding of our Visitor Reception area. The feasibility study 
is being conducted by a small group of professional consultants and will report 
back in the summer.

‘Project Welcome’

Tim Stratford 
Dean

Good Friday | 8pm



Thomas Fesmer, our bass choral, has recently obtained a 
guaranteed conditional offer from the Royal Academy of 
Music in London to study singing.  After three rounds of 
auditions last December, the Academy awarded Tom an 
Entrance Scholarship of £4000 (annually) for the duration  
of his studies. 

The Principal of the Academy, Professor Jonathan Free-
man-Attwood CBE, who was present for the third audition, 
told Thomas that “he was born to sing” and offered him a 
place at the Academy, and a Scholarship, there and then.
 
Isabelle Mohan, one of our choristers, has also been  
successful recently.  Izzy has been offered a place at  
Chetham’s School of Music in Manchester to continue her 
studies in music when she goes into the sixth form this 
September.  She will study piano and voice and also be able 
to further her interest in the clarinet and organ. She hopes 
also to join the Manchester Cathedral Voluntary Choir 
which is run by Geoff Woollatt, a former organ scholar and 
Assistant Organist of Chester Cathedral.  We are delighted 
for Izzy but, of course,  very sorry to be losing her.  We are 
very proud of both Thomas and Isabelle.

Cathedral Choir News

Philip Rushforth 
Director of Music

To brighten up your day

Lent Books
 A number of Lent books have also arrived.  Some great 
titles include the Archbishop’s 2019 book ‘Reconciliation’ 
and ‘From Now On’ - a fab new book inspired by the 2017 
film ‘The Greatest Showman’, it examines how each of us 
can overcome doubt, temptation and prejudice and how 
we can begin to live authentic lives.  
 
Many more titles in store!

The Cathedral Gift Shop is now stocking a bright &  
beautiful range from LoveOlli. This company create their 
items using trusted British suppliers. The body products  
are free from Parabens and SLSs and are never ever tested 
on animals. They will look as delightful in your home and 
they smell divine! 

Come and see an array of scented soaps, bath salts and 
drawer lines - a stunning gift idea!

The cathedral has a number of vacancies available at  
present.  If you are aware of anyone that may be interested 
in these roles, do encourage them to click to  
chestercathedral.com/about/vacancies for full details.
 
Assistant Organist - application closing date: 14 February
Lay Clerk - application closing date: 11 February. 
Education Officer - application closing date:  11 February 
Finance Assistant - application closing date: 14 February

Cathedral Vacanies
Bible Talks: Spring 2019

The Bible Talks take place in the Cloister Room of the cathedral from 1.10pm 
until 2pm.  There is no charge for attending although donations towards the 
work of Education in the cathedral are encouraged. 
 
The spring series of talks marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles  
Kingsley (1819 – 1875) who was appointed as a Residentiary Canon of Chester  
Cathedral in 1869, 150 years ago.  The Cathedral Library exhibition for 2019 is 
all about Charles Kingsley and his many contributions to national and local 
debates.  Visits will be possible after most of the talks or at other times by 
arrangement.

Thank you to everyone who sent emails or attended the  
meeting to think about how Chester Cathedral could look  
outwards.  The ideas were numerous ranging for more  
information for visitors to helping the homeless to having  
‘singing for fun’.  Some were short term, others medium term 
and others long term. 

Nick Fry and I have looked through them all in detail and will 
plan on proposing an implementation of a few over the  
forthcoming year.  Please do continue to send in ideas. If you 
have a burning passion about any one issue connecting with the 
city and the cathedral please let me know.
 
Meanwhile we are establishing with the help of the Church 
Urban Fund the cathedral as a ‘Place of Welcome’.  We are yet 
to determine the environment but there may be a jigsaw, a 
newspaper, and knitting available. Please see other information 
in the newsletter.
 
I will keep you informed of other developments as they  
progress.

 
Looking Outwards - update
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February Newsletter 

Articles submitted by 
Monday 18 February 

 
Newsletter published 

Sunday 3 March

Cathedral Staff Updates

Forty years ago my husband and I were married and set 
out on the journey of building a life together.  It is a good 
job we had no idea what a rollercoaster of a journey that 
would be.  Work pressures, financial issues, miscarriages, 
unrealistic in-law expectations, mixed in with a small baby 
who became very sick with septsis and suffered extensive 
brain damage with life long limitations.  (see full story in 
‘Seeing Through Different Eyes’ order by email from  
v.atkinson@talktalk.net)
 
While writing the booklet I came across a leaflet called  
‘Care for the Family’ guide for churches.  Supporting  
Families of Children with Additional Needs.  Ten well laid 
out pages of Do’s and Don’t for churches on how to  
support parents who needed extra skills and wisdom in 
raising a child with physical, mental and behavioural  
challenges.  I so wish we had had that resource 30 years  
ago but at least it is available to us all now.  
 
Care for the Family is now a 30 year old national charity 
committed to promoting strong family life and helping 
those who face family difficulties.  Their written material is 
low cost colourful and packed with wisdom born of  
collecting so many life experiences. I found all their  
resources heart-warming despite having been drawn from 
often heart-rending circumstances.
 
Dipping into the Marriage Challenge DVD, podcasts and 
booklets as well Parenting and Bereavement resources I was 
impressed with how well organised and professional  
they are. 
 
I can’t see any situation, anyone faces in any kind of family 
that is not addressed.  Being widowed early, losing a child, 
not being able to have a child, fostering a child, adopting a 
child.   Navigating relationships with older relatives whilst 
juggling the demands of digitally focused young people.   
Whatever you are struggling with, I have no hesitation in 
recommending you search the ‘Care for the Family’ website, 
contact them by phone or email, I know you will receive a 
thoughtful and wise response.

Nurturing Strong Family Life
Care for the Family

Val Atkinson

Cathedral Vice Dean and Canon Missioner 

Revd Canon Jane Brooke has been appointed as Vice Dean of 
Chester Cathedral and Canon Missioner.  We are extremely 
grateful to Jane for the way she has fulfilled a number of  
temporary roles including Canon Chancellor and Acting Dean on 
a full time basis throughout the transition between Deans. Her 
appointment as Canon Missioner is on a full time and  
permanent basis and will be her substantial responsibility  
bringing an outward looking focus to the Cathedral Leadership 
Team. The designation of Vice Dean is reviewed on a three  
yearly basis.
 
Jane was Installed as Vice Dean and Canon Missioner at the  
beginning of the 10am Sunday morning Eucharist on 3 February 
by the Dean.

Can you help Sunday School?
We need adults to help out on a rota basis as a supporter or as  
a leader with all age groups. If you think you might be able to 
help at all, please contact Jackie on jarhoole@aol.com or  
01244 346485.

Safeguarding Officer 
 
From January 1st, Helen Barber has been appointed as  
Safeguarding Officer at the cathedral which she will undertake 
for three days in the week. The fourth day will be overseeing our 
education work. Jen Stratford will work as the Education Officer 
for 3 days a week supported by Cath Rugen for 1 day a week.  
This is on a temporary basis until a full time Education Officer is 
appointed during the year.   
 
I would like to thank Helen for all her hard work in the Education 
department in her time as Education Officer and I am  
delighted that Jen and Cath, who are both highly qualified, are 
able to continue the work in the interim.

Canon Jane

I was privileged to attend the funeral of Father Dominic Milroy on 
11 January at Ampleforth Abbey.  He died at the age of 86, having 
professed as a Benedictine monk in 1951. He was headmaster of 
Ampleforth College for 12 years, served on many national and 
international committees, and was governor of a local primary 
school. In 1993 he was appointed Cathedral Prior of Chester  
Cathedral, a title dating from pre-reformation times when  
Benedictines formed chapters of what eventually became nine of 
the cathedrals of England. Some of you may have met him when 
he occasionally visited Chester Cathedral or when you visited 
Ampleforth College.
 
The requiem mass was chanted by the monks and led by the 
current Prior who mentioned in the sermon that Father Dominic 
was very delighted and honoured to be appointed as titular Prior 
of Chester Cathedral.  

Funeral of Dominc Milroy, OSB 
Monk of Ampleforth, Prior of Chester

Canon Jane

Mission Russia Trip
The deadline for the trip to Russia this summer is approaching, 
however, the Mission Group don’t yet have enough people to 
make it viable.  Would you like to join them? 
 
The trip takes place 2nd - 12th August and will visit Moscow,  
St Petersburg and Kondopoga, seeing the sights plus social  
projects supported by St Gregory’s Foundation.  The price is 
£2,000 inclusive of travel, accommodation, food and entry fees, 
but not visas or insurance.  Full details from Jane Jones on 01244 
312188 or at janejones.emrys@btopenworld.com
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Students and their teachers from schools across the north west joined together to listen to 
Joanna Millan a survivor of the Holocaust. The event was organised by the cathedral’s  
Education Department in partnership with Cheshire West and Chester Council.  Joanna 
spoke about her life, her personal experience of the holocaust including being orphaned 
and living in the camp with 5 other orphaned children.  She went on to explain how she 
needed to find her own identity by discovering her own family.

Holocaust Memorial Day
Monday 21 January 2019 - Chester Cathedral

 
The students found her story inspirational. For many it was the first time they had listened 
to a personal experience of the Holocaust. They reflected on the experience through art, 
poetry, discussion and looking at other people’s experiences.  Teachers thought the day 
also helped the students explore conflict resolution. 

Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ 
Dogwood  CORNACEAE
This is a shrub grown entirely for the brilliance of its  
colourful winter stems in the Winter Garden on Bell  
Tower Walk. As well as the above cultivar we have  
many shades of colour from the bright yellow of  
C. stolonifera ‘Flavirameae and others of  
varying shades.  
 
Cornus is complemented by other shrubs, treated in  
exactly the same way, such as Salix alba cultivars,  
(yellow and red stemmed willow) Salix coerulea purple  
cricket bat willow, Rubus cockburnianus, white and the  
intense bright green of Leycestereria formosa.

The identification of Cornus is by the cornus test  
(illustrated). Levitation? Magnetic force? Act of God? –  
No - the long transparent sclerenchymatous fibres in  
the veins of the leaf are responsible for this miraculous  
phenomena. These are exactly the same modified plant cells that 
are exploited in other plants for the production of fibres for  
industry including linen (Linum usitatissimum) Hemp (Cannabis   

       sativa), Jute (Corchorus capsularis) and bamboo  
       (Bambusa vulgaris) for clothing fabric.
 
       On industrial estates, motorway verges, and retail   
       parks everywhere, little America on Sealand Road in  
       particular, Cornus is used for mass planting. In these  
       temples of commercialism, where money is king, they  
       receive the obligatory annual long back and sides with  
       a hedge trimmer to keep them tidy. Vibrant colour is  
       lost and like the desert tumbleweed caught in a sage  
       bush they capture a multitude of litter.

       At the cathedral, where Almighty God is king, they are  
       lovingly and meticulously pruned to almost ground  
       level on 15 February (the day roots grow) each year.  
       This is known as coppicing taking advantage of the  
       temporary imbalance in root/shoot ratio to  
       produce vigorous young shoots of intense colour.  
       Pruned shoots are bunched together and inserted into  
       the ground to preserve colour in the borders, where,  
             by summer they have often taken root.

Phil Hunt 
Custos Hortorum

philipbhunt43@gmail.com  



As we start a new year I thought it would be good to look back 
and highlight a number of achievements that the support shown 
by people including yourselves shown to Christian Aid in 2018  
has helped them in the fight for issues such as climate change,  
tax evasion, displacement and injustice.  
 
We’ve seen big banks make progress in response to your calls to 
stop funding climate change:
• Barclays ruled out the funding of new coal projects in rich 

countries, and put heavier restrictions on funding coal in poor 
countries

• Lloyds committed £3 billion to clean and low carbon  
finance, and announced that it will not finance any new coal 
power plants

• RBS announced a phase-out of project finance to all new coal 
power projects and thermal coalmines, further restricted  
finance to coal companies, and £10 billion for renewable  
energy projects in 2018–20

• HSBC announced that it will provide $100 billion in sustainable 
financing and investment by 2025 and prohibit finance to new 
coal power plants in most (but not all) countries.

• Standard Chartered announced it would stop financing new 
coal power projects everywhere 

We’ve seen two major breakthroughs on tax justice, both coming 
years after we began campaigning on the issue.  The first was a 
commitment by Vodafone to publish their profits made and taxes 
paid in every country  - data which was previously shrouded in 
secrecy. This makes it much harder to dodge taxes in the countries 
in which profits are made.  The second was a vote in the UK  
Parliament that could signal an end to secrecy in the UK tax havens 
once and for all, by requiring them to produce registers of  
beneficial ownership – making it clear who really owns a company.  
This kind of transparency will make it harder for big global  
companies to dodge the tax they owe on profits made in the  
countries where they operate. And this means more revenue to 
provide more schools, more hospitals, more roads, better  
education and ultimately improve and save lives.

And, thanks to your campaigning to better protect people who 
have been displaced:
• the UK government has been advocating for a Global High 

Level Panel to come up with solutions for internal  
displacement. We expect this panel to be created soon,  
and are waiting for an announcement

• the Parliamentary Select Committee on International  
Development is conducting an inquiry into forced  
displacement in Africa, which we are actively engaging with 

All of these are things to celebrate. They happened because of  
all our campaigning –together. We’re seeing real movements  
that can lead to better lives for some of the world’s most  
vulnerable people. 
  
This Lent time Christian Aid’s appeal is focusing on ‘Rising up 
against Climate Change’. You can help in many ways including:
• Asking HSBC to give up its fossil fuel funding all together by  

delivering a message to your local branch
• Asking MPs to ensure that the UK Government plays its part in 

tackling climate change
• Pray!
• Donate if you can 

As usual, the Chester Christian Aid team will be hosting Lent 
Lunches over the 5 Mondays of Lent, starting on 11th March in the 
Quaker House (Except the last date).
Monday 11 March - Cathedral
Monday 18 March - Quakers and City Road
Monday 25 March - St Werburgh
Monday 1 April - Wesley Church
Monday 8 April - St Marys Handbridge (at St Marys)
 
Please do go along and show support. Lunch of soup, bread roll, 
cake, cheese/pate for a donation to Christian Aid. 

Thank you. 

Christian Aid UpdateMission Group:

Jo Jones

 

‘St Anselm’s Chapel
‘In you is the source of light

and in your light we see light’
Psalm 35

Eventide music pervades my body,
underneath the stars*, as I climb
spiral stairs to the tiny chapel;

outside is late autumn afternoon.

Away from distant chatter,
here is comforting warmth,

dimmed overhead lights,
candles for private prayer.

A few chairs, kneeling mats,
smooth vaulted ceilings,

rich blue-red carpets.
I light my candle for Jean.

I learn the Rule of St Benedict:
hospitality, listening, respecting.

I think more on my mother-in-law,
on the Raising of Lazarus.

And I am at peace, comforted,
in this quiet place,
in this quiet place,
in this quiet place. 

Nikki Bennett, Chester Cathedral 
17th November 2018

*’Underneath the stars’ Kate Rusby
 CD  ‘Eventide voces 8’ – ‘Eventide  - the magical space 

between day and night.
Eight perfectly blended voices, embraced by ethereal 

instruments, make music to beguile,inspire and soothe. 
This is the sound of Eventide.’


