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The Chester Mystery Plays are over for another five years. 
Adults and children have given their time and energy over 
the past year and especially during the two weeks in July 
when the dramatic cycle was staged. It is a wonderful  
example of young and old coming together as a  
community to sing, to act and to work together. There  
is no break however with planning for the next cycle to 
start shortly. 
 
The script is based upon the Bible with stories from  
Genesis to Revelation, including the anti-Christ and was 
originally performed by the Guilds. It is, of course  
medieval in its theology. Towards the end of  
the recent production, the centre stage showed the doors 
of flaming hell opening.  Lucifer stood grinning as children 
and adults were thrown into the burning furnace. An  
angelic figure dressed in white gently ushered others away 
from the door to eternal bliss.  Judgement in that cycle is  
based upon the actions of individuals and whether they  
have fed the hungry or clothed the poor in the name of 
Christ.  It is highly dramatic with fear being the motivation 
for witnessing to and following Christ. 
 
The idea of punishment of eternal damnation for poor 
behaviour on this earth is less popular today. We try to 
follow the example of Christ in love. Love is central to our 
belief: love, rather than judgement drives our actions from 
day-to-day. The focus of the cross offers us forgiveness 
and redemption rather than an eternal burning furnace.

Judgement for me is not so much about pain and torture 
as the dreadful possibility of separation from God after 
death. The fear that the relationship established by each 
one of us with God, here and now, (however fragile it 
seems), might come to an end.  In Marlowe’s play, ‘Faustus’,  
Mephistopheles, the devil, explains that the living hell he 
experiences is separation from God. He has seen the face 
of God and knows exactly what he is missing. He says to 
Faustus, ‘Thinkst thou that I who saw the face of God and  
tasted the eternal joys of heaven, am not tormented by 
10,000 hells in being deprived of everlasting bliss.’ 
 
In John Donne’s Poem, ‘Hymn to God our Father’, Donne 
asks God to forgive all the sins of his youth and beyond,  
but concludes with his ‘sinne of fear’. His sin is that he is 

afraid that he may not be with God forever but might  
simply perish.  Donne says: 

‘I have a sin of fear that when I’ve spun
My last thread, I shall perish on the shore;
Swear by Thyself, that at my death Thy Son
Shall shine as He shines now, and heretofore.
And having done that, Thou hast done,
I fear no more.’
 
The Mystery Plays concluded with a purple light shining 
on the wooden crucifix at the entrance to the Quire in the 
cathedral. Our crucified God is a God of love and  
forgiveness. It is sacrificial love, not judgement, that  
we focus upon when we rise in the morning and when we  
sleep at night.
 
So I left the excellent production of 2018, with the  
illuminated crucifixion imprinted on my mind certain that 
there is no need to be afraid of death or judgement. The 
words of Paul in Romans Chapter 8, verse 38 offer a clear  
and precise understanding of our ongoing relationship 
with God after death:

‘For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor  
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all  
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.’

Canon Jane Brooke
 Acting Dean
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WORSHIP IN THE  
CATHEDRAL

IN RESIDENCE:

Weekdays:
08.30 Morning Prayer  
 St Anselm’s Chapel

12.30 Eucharist 
 Lady Chapel

17.30 Said Even Prayer 
 Quire

Saturdays:
09.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist  
 St Werburgh’s Chapel

16.15 Choral Evensong  
 Quire

Sundays:
08.00 Prayer Book Communion Service 
10.00 Cathedral Eucharist 
11.30 Sung Mattins

 (or Prayer Book Eucharist

 on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30 Choral Evensong

18.30 Evening Service

Sunday:  All clergy
Monday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Tuesday:  The Acting Dean
Wednesday:  Barry Wilson /  
 Revd Denise Williams
Thursday:  Canon Jeremy Dussek
Friday:  Barry Wilson
Saturday:  Rotated clergy

Tuesday 14 August | 7pm 
in the Cloister Room

UPDATE FROM THE ACTING DEAN
• The cathedral has begun a thorough inventory under the direction of Nick Fry and 

John de Newton. They will be inviting volunteers to help. Please let them know if 
you are interested. 

• General Synod voted that the Cathedral’s Working Group recommendations were 
deferred until July 2019. The recommendations include abolishing Cathedral  
Councils, having a Vice Chair appointed by the Bishop on Chapter and having a  
Senior Executive Team in the cathedral, to name only a few. Do read the report 
which is available online . If you don’t have a computer please let me know and I will 
ensure there is a hard copy available in the office for people to read.

• The smaller platform for the altar is now being used for all nave services. This was 
trialled some time ago and mostly received positive comments at that time.  Please 
feedback any comments you have to Canon Jeremy.

• The designer for the liturgical furniture will be agreed shortly. The new Dean will 
then consider designs and consult widely.  

• The cathedral is making links with the Lay Benedictine Order. Please consider  
deepening your own spirituality by attending the monthly meetings for six months.

• Chapter has agreed that I will continue until Christmas as a full-time residentiary 
canon.

• The Dean’s PA has been appointed by the new Dean from a strong field of  
applications. Elizabeth Butterworth, who has worked in the cathedral office before, 
will start work in August.

• Anthony Willder, our Director of Operations, will leave the cathedral on Thursday 6 
September. He leaves us to become Chief Operating Officer of the National  
Football Museum in Manchester. The cathedral wishes him well for the future and  
is grateful for the work he has completed in his time here.

• Clare Evans has left her post in the cathedral.  Current office staff will carry out her 
responsibilities for the time being.

Did You Know..?

Jane Brooke

Malawi Matters

Join Chris & Jo Jones for a 
presentation of their recent 
visit to the cathedral link in 
Malawi - focusing on how 
Chester Cathedral’s support 
has helped the community 
there, and looking forward to 
the future with new projects. 
They also visited a Christian 
Aid project in Malawi, so 
come along and hear how 
your continued support has 
really helped others!

DATE FOR YOUR

DIARY
The Installation of Dr Tim Stratford 
as Dean of Chester will take place at 
2.30pm on Saturday 8 September.

If you wish to attend, please advise 
Chris Jones by emailing  
rsvp@chestercathedral.com

DATES for your DIARY

The Dean’s Installation
Take an opportunity to experience 
Benedictine spirituality through prayer 
and reflection.  Six monthly meetings 
commencing in September. 
 
For full details, click to:  
chestercathedral.com 

Living with St Benedict

Safeguarding
Thank you to all staff and volunteers who have completed their Basic Awareness  
Safeguarding training.  To-date, 283 people have completed it, leaving 63 the  
opportunity to complete it this summer.  I’m sure you will appreciate the  
importance of this training given recent headlines in the national media.   
 
All new recruitments - both volunteer and employees - will undertake safeguarding 
training as part of their cathedral induction.

Jane Brooke



  

 Pinus aristata    
Bristle Cone Pine   PINACEAE
 
It is 2,000 years since the Romans came to Chester and just two months since this Pinus aristata was  
planted in the Cathedral Gardens. 6,000 years into the future, the 81st century, this Pinus aristata  
could still be alive, well and happily growing on the Forbidden Fern Border. Our lives the merest trace  
on the screen of geological, historical and botanical time. Its presence is a minor deviation and slight 
departure in that pteridological paradise but the summit of the dry bank equates to the nearest  
conditions we have to the high ground on the periphery of the Nevada Desert.
 
Pinus aristata is the longest lived tree on earth; grotesque, gnarled specimens, clinging to life in  
Nevada are well over 6,000 years old. They are accurately dated by the science of dendrology (study  
of tree rings) and with the remnants of dead trees in the desert, the tree ring record goes back to well  
over 10,000 years. Annual growth rings tell no lies. 
 
It is well known that archaeological artefacts of organic origin, including human remains, can be dated by measuring the decay of  
carbon 14.  Accurate calibration was difficult due to variable factors such as the burning of fossil fuels and nuclear tests but it was the 
radio-carbon dating of Pinus aristata that corrected any previous errors in the calculation of the half life of carbon 14.
 
Three years it has taken to find this one rare plant, identified in a large batch of conifers by the unmistakable waxy glands on the leaf.

Phil Hunt 
Custos Hortorum

A collection of poetry by local people has been welcomed 
to its home in Retreat House Chester.

Retreat House Poets is the name of an initiative undertaken 
by Chrissie Taylor, a volunteer with the charity which offers 
retreat in Abbey Square, right next door to Chester’s original 
retreat house. Involved with writing groups in Chester, 
and remembering with fondness the former retreat house, 
Chrissie was keen to invite local people to provide their own 
poems for a collection to be kept in the new retreat house 
when it opens. “When Chrissie asked people for their poems 
of local interest and with a spiritual perspective,” said  
Co-ordinator of Retreat House Chester, Clare Black “Little 
did any of us anticipate the volume of enthusiastic  
responses, nor the sheer quality of the contributions.  
We are very grateful for the generosity of these poets in 
allowing us to use their poems to inspire those who come 
the way of Retreat House Chester, and of course to Chrissie 
who has worked on this volunteer project for more than a 
year. Poetry has its own way of speaking to us and we are 
truly glad to have the poems of local people here to speak 
to others.”
 
More than thirty people gathered to welcome the  
collaborative collection of fifty or so poems to Abbey 
Square, including poets not just from Chester but also from 
North Wales and deep into Cheshire. Acting Dean of the 
cathedral, Jane Brooke called in to view some of the poems 

on display. Chrissie Taylor said of the project: “I’m delighted 
that my own love of poetry and reflective words has  
encouraged this project.  Meeting so many local poets has 
been an inspiration.”

The charity, which encourages reflective living and is soon to 
undertake refurbishment of rooms in Abbey Square, is  
planning a bigger project ‘Reflective Chester’ and aims to 
work on this across the community. The autumn  
programme will start in September.  
 
For information click to: retreathousechester.co.uk

New Poetry Collection Welcomed

The Chester Cathedral in LEGO project urgently needs help from new volunteers. Can you help, 
or do you know someone who is up to the challenge of fundraising for our Education Trust? 
 
Please get in touch with Martin Barber, Volunteer Project Leader at the cathedral -  
martin.barber@chestercathedral.com

Can you 
spare some 

time?

The annual highlight of the Education Department, Pilgrim Week, is approaching fast.  It takes place between 
Monday 15 and Friday 19 October.  However, our ability to offer Pilgrim Week to schools is entirely dependent 
upon help from volunteers; can you help?   
Please consider volunteering for part or all of it and keep the dates free. If you’re able to help, please  
contact Helen Barber on 01244 500957.

Help!

  



Nikki Bennett, Chester Mystery Plays 
10 July 2018

WE’RE SOCIAL     Facebook:facebook.com/chestercathedral     Twitter: @ChesterCath     Instagram: chester_cathedral     chestercathedral.com

Chester Cathedral
9 Abbey Square
Chester 
CH1 2HU
 
01244 324756

July Newsletter
Articles submitted by 

Friday 24 August 
 

Newsletter published 
Sunday 2 September

‘Mystery Plays’

Drummed by troubadours
in twenty-first century dress,
into the dark-blue-misted cathedral
red-cassocked clergy usher
simple, common folk towards
the company of guilds-people.

Guilds-people plainly clad
in hues of brown, grey, cream
lead spectators through  mists
of time and tales, with rainbow
colours, lights of sun, moon, stars,
created all by one benevolent God.

God, gladdened and saddened
by His own works, forgiving of
Man’s struggles to emerge from
dark places, from red-glow luring
of Lucifer working counter and contrary
to His vision of Paradise on Earth.

Earth growing cluttered with
Man’s war debris, detritus, rubbish - 
colourless plastic floating through
mists of increasing pollution,
smoke haze hanging in dulled doom
and gloom, like Christ on the Cross.

The Cross, with four ends, pointers to
Earth’s colourful geographic compass.
Three nails hammered with simple tools
by simple guilds-men, watched by women,
eyes misted in tears, sharing God’s
heartache at Man’s creating Living Hell.

Hell, with its unending reddened glow
that will consume all mortal sinners
who choose not to join the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost elevated in bright light.
Here music and angels welcome, embrace those
who reject the dark, evil Antichrist,
who struggle through the mists of modern mysteries,
who make it through.

We have been supporting a community programme to look after 
street children in the parish of Kondopoga, North Russia, since 
we started our fundraising programme in 2008.  Russian school 
holidays start at the beginning of June and the parish, with the 
aid of their volunteers, is currently looking after 38 children from 
poor families.  They are doing craft activities, sport, outings to a 
local museum and outings to the town, as well as being fed and 
helped with social and health problems.  In September they will 
be given packs to help them when they start back to school,  
containing stationery items they cannot afford to provide for 
themselves.  All of this activity is made possible by your  
donations and your support of our fundraising activities in the 
cathedral, for which the parish is very grateful.  They are also 
grateful for the spiritual, social and psychological support they 
receive from the link between the two parishes and the  
friendship we have extended to them throughout the last ten 
years.  

Next year, in August 2019, there will be another trip to Russia (our 
fourth) to visit Kondopoga, as well as St Petersburg and Moscow.  
A few extra places have become available because of an  
unavoidable change of date, and if anyone would like to join us 
please see me, or contact Julia Ashmore, Executive Secretary,  
St Gregory’s Foundation.  The money we raise here is sent to  
Kondopoga through SGF and we will see some of their other  
projects in St Petersburg and Moscow on the trip, as well as  
general tourist venues such as the Hermitage and the Kremlin. 
 
To see a full article on Kondopoga, click to:  
stgregorysfoundation.org.uk

Mission Group Update
News from Kondopoga

The Summer Fair is on Saturday 18 August in the cathedral 
grounds from 10am to 4pm.  We need the loan of as many 
gazebos as possible to cover the stalls and we would be grateful 
to hear from anyone who can lend us one.  We would also like 
donations of household items (including old tools), toiletries, 
raffle prizes, bottles for the tombola, plants, cakes and preserves.  
No electrical items please.   
 
Thank you all for your support, Jane Jones 01244 312188

Jane Jones

The young at heart amongst you will recall last Christmas, 
when a wooden mouse came to life, met a pig and a griffin 
– and set upon an adventure in the cathedral in a children’s 
book ‘Awesome Anselm.’ 

Anselm has returned once again in the book ‘Awesome 
Anselm and the Elephant’s Hooves’ written by Acting Dean 
of Chester Cathedral, Jane Brooke.
 
The book reads: “In the silent, moonlit cathedral, the little 
carved brown mouse went ‘Atishoo, atishoo, atishoo.’  His 
adventures continue when he and the pig and the griffin 
meet the elephant with horse’s hooves.”  

‘Awesome Anselm and the Elephant’s Hooves’ is a  
book for 3-6 year olds, and is on sale now in the  
Cathedral Gift Shop.  

Anselm Returns


