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Between here and eternity

A nice surprise arrived through the post a couple of weeks ago. The grand and obviously franked envelope
contained an invitation to a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. Jen and I attended at the end of May for our
first visit to such an event. There were a lot of lovely things I could write about but there were some very
challenging things too that merit a little more consideration.
At one point in the day I found myself standing in the inner quadrangle of the palace at the main entrance
to the royal apartments where carriages and cars drop off their VIPs. And I caught myself thinking that this is
where the Prime Minister will be coming in just a few weeks’ time to tender her resignation. Many of us will
probably watch the moment when her car sweeps in and she steps out to see The Queen. It was a reminder of
the transitory nature of life and the way that time moves on. In Prime Minister Theresa May’s case, we see how
her great initial hope has ended.
Yet, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has reigned for the whole of my life. Theresa May is her thirteenth prime
minister and soon there will be a fourteenth. The Queen appears to me to be an icon of stability and security.
Of course, this is too much for one person to bear. The human life of every single one of us is transitory.
Eternity is reality but it is not our lived experience. The span of the universe and the whole of God’s created
order is much greater than that of our three score years and ten+.
This begs a number of questions about the footprints we leave behind
us for future generations as we walk our life’s journey. I notice
at present:
•

The mistrust between nations and differences of vision for
Europe and the world that have ended one prime minister’s
career and may lead to a breakdown in the World War II
settlement.
continued inside...
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Between here and eternity, continued.
A leadership vacuum that is allowing a growth in populism
and the emergence of crowds shouting at each other to assert
their own self-interests.
Levels of consumerism, waste and pollution fed by our desire to
own more things for a few years before they become detritus.
Something that fails to appreciate the beauty of the God-given
lives we have.

For a few weeks in April we housed a bespoke installation in the South
Transept created by David Mach RA called Two Twisted. It was a piece
of conceptual art that many found difficult to read. Perhaps they were
looking for answers when in fact it simply stated the problem that
besets us. Two Twisted was formed of two cars spilling out of shipping
containers on a sea of waste newsprint. It was with us only for a few
weeks. This is but the blink of an eye, much like our lives, careers, homes
and things. This is even true of our beautiful 1000-year-old cathedral. In
the span of eternity, it is here for just the blink of an eye.
We put so much into the immediate gratification of ourselves in the
here and now. I wonder what investment towards the next generation
and eternity beyond we might be capable of.

IN RESIDENCE:
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

All clergy
Canon Jeremy Dussek
Canon Jane Brooke
Canon Jane Brooke /
Revd Denise Williams
Canon Jeremy Dussek
Dean Tim Stratford
Rotated clergy

ORGAN

R E C I TA L
Thursday 6 June | 1.10pm

With superb works by Bach,
Handel and even a piece
commemorating the sinking
of the Titanic, the glorious
cathedral organ will be put
through its paces with an
eclectic mix of music. Philip
will also perform an
arrangement for organ of
Hamish MacCunn’s colourful
orchestral work The Land
of the Mountain and
the Flood.
For tickets, please call
the Cathedral Box Office
on 01244 500 959 or click
to chestercathedral.com

waves

Philip Rushforth performs an
epic recital of organ music that
reflects the theme of water.

Tim Stratford
Dean

Ordinand Placement
Sally Harper has been with us on placement as an ordinand at Chester
Cathedral for five months and today is her last Sunday (2 June).
We have all enjoyed Sally being part of our services and activities as
she has travelled with us all in our own Christian journey. Sally will be
ordained on Saturday 29 June at 10am at St Asaph Cathedral. All are
welcome to attend.
Canon Jane Brooke

What a privilege for an ordinand to be welcomed to Chester Cathedral
for a five-month placement – especially an ordinand from the other side
of Offa’s Dyke! The time has gone all too quickly, but I am very aware
of how much there has been to treasure in terms of seeing God at work
in a cathedral community, and how much I will take home as I begin
ordained ministry at St Asaph Cathedral.
It is impossible to identify all the highlights of these months in just a few
words. Perhaps chief among them has been the opportunity to spend
time with so many different people – clergy, congregation, staff,
volunteers and visitors – and the huge gift of being allowed to dip
freely in and out of the cathedral’s busy daily routine. The welcome,
vision and energy of the cathedral community are always striking, along
with the prayerful, joyful holiness of the worship and music that gives
this beautiful building its meaning; and the astonishing array of events
and initiatives that connect it with the outside world.
Chester, you will be much missed! Heartfelt thanks to everyone –
especially to Canon Jane as my first point of contact at all times, Dean
Tim, Canon Jeremy and Revd Denise, and to each person who has
welcomed me so warmly. You will remain in my prayers, and I hope to
visit soon and often.
Sally Harper

‘Dedication’

Poet in Residence

The service is the Eucharist,
fourth Sunday of Easter, and
the cathedral is active, at worship,
in bright morning sunlight,
dressed with spring flowers,
clergy in blue, white and golden yellow.

We are very thankful for all that Nikki Bennett has brought to the
cathedral in her year as poet in residence. Many have enjoyed
and valued her poetry. We welcome Julia McGuinness for the
forthcoming year.

The thoughts are of Jesus, Messiah,
shepherd, leading, or indeed,
as shepherds do, driving His flock
along its life’s path.
A journey of four stations encouragement, narrative, challenge and hope.

Julia McGuinness started out
as an English teacher, and
subsequently re-trained as a
counsellor. She brings these
strands together in her work of
encouraging personal writing
for creativity and for wellbeing.

More about Julia

Within the beauty of the cathedral,
the Christian journey is represented by
baptistry, nave, high altar, chapels,
most often seen at rest by volunteers:
three hundred strong, tending their
duties, tasks, chores and roles.

Julia completed an MA in
Creative Writing at MMU in
2014, which led to her first
published poetry collection,
Chester City Walls. Elsewhere
her poetry appears in various magazines online and in print.
Reflections on Life’s Road can be found in Ian Bradley’s Colonies
of Heaven.

Acknowledging their work,
their and the cathedral’s needs,
the thought patterns turn, nevertheless,
to a journey of conversion – lambs
to sheep, volunteer to worshipper along the path of discovery, encounter, faith.
A huge new breath of spirituality.

Nikki Bennett

Julia is excited by possibilities of poetry, and the capacity of its
language to open doors into hope, mystery, insight and beauty,
and to inspire those of all faiths and none.

Forthcoming waves events:

Thursday 11 July | 6.30pm
Waves lecture: ‘Water: Life or Death’
Canon Jane is speaking on climate change and
how it is affecting people’s lives especially of
those in Melanesia. Climate change is of concern
for everyone and the younger generation
recently are leading the way. Mia Wallwork from
the Sunday School will join Canon Jane to give
her thoughts about climate change.
Tickets £3
For tickets, please call the Cathedral Box
Office on 01244 500 959 or click to
chestercathedral.com/waves
Tuesday 16 July - Saturday 7 September
the Deep - A WORLD FIRST BRICK EXHIBITION
made with LEGO® bricks!
For tickets, please call the Cathedral Box
Office on 01244 500 959 or click to
chestercathedral.com/waves

She has published four non-fiction books with SPCK, including
Creative Praying in Groups and Writing our Faith and written as a
freelance for the Church Times.

waves

Tuesday 4 June - Sunday 30 June
Dual Textile Exhibition
‘River of Life’ and
‘On The Edge Of’
Small waves will be visible in this double act.
‘The River of Life’ textile exhibition by textile
artist Jacqui Frost from her ‘threads through life
and faith’ series, commissioned by the Deo
Gloria Trust. Alongside this will be the work of
local artist group ‘Textile 21’, ‘On The Edge Of.’
This exhibition gives each person in the group a
chance to explore what the broad subject of
‘The Sea’ means to them.
Free entry - donations welcome.

Julia runs writing workshops and has contributed to Retreat
House Chester’s programme. She has also run sessions for cancer
patients at Maggie’s Merseyside in Clatterbridge. She belongs to
the Poetry Society and its local Stanza group, Cross Border Poets.
She also joins in with Chester Poets and others at local events
and Open Mic nights.

Julia is a Reader at St. Thomas’ and All Saints’ Ellesmere Port,
where she has worshipped since 2001 and where her husband
is Rector.

Canon Jane Brooke

‘Reflections on Life’s Road’
Some people travel in straight lines:
Sat in metal boxes, eyes ahead,
Always mindful of their target,
Moving in obedience to coloured lights and white lines;
Mission accomplished at journey’s end.
Some people travel round in circles:
Trudging in drudgery, eyes looking down
Knowing only too well their daily, unchanging round,
Moving in response to clock and to habit;
Journey never finished, yet never begun.
I want to travel in patterns of God’s making:
Walking in wonder, gazing all around,
Knowing my destiny, though not my destination,
Moving to the rhythm of the surging of His Spirit;
A Journey which when life ends, in Christ has just begun.
Julia McGuinness

Refugee Week
in Chester

Blacon Mosque Visit, 17 May

Co-ordinated by Chester City of Sanctuary Group
info@chester.cityofsanctuary.org
Tuesday 18 - Saturday 22 June | 10am - 5pm
Sunday 23 June | 10am - 1pm
I-Welcome Photo Exhibition
Venue: Cloister Room, Chester Cathedral
An exhibition highlighting refugees past and present by Magnum Photos.
Photographs showing the situation for refugees in Calais.
Myths and facts display including quiz - come and see how much you know about
refugees and asylum seekers.
Walk My Journey - a film resulting from a project by Chester’s Theatre in the
Quarter, six young refugees and 700 local school children.
Art display by children from St. Martin’s Academy School, Chester.
Thursday 20 June
Talk by Jonathon Ellis, Vice-Chair of the National City of Sanctuary Group and
opportunity to meet with representatives of the Chester group | 7pm
Venue: Chester Grosvenor Museum Lecture Theatre
Hear personal refugee stories.

About 25 of us from the cathedral met outside the Mosque; a
plain brick building. We were given a very warm welcome and
led inside. There were no pictures, symbols or decoration; so the
worshippers could fix their minds on God.
After welcoming Canon Jane and the group, a representative
member of the congregation explained what would happen, and
invited questions. The Imam, who would lead the congregation
in worship, was also introduced. Worship included him reciting
verses from the Qu’ran (the whole of which he knew by heart!!),
and preaching a sermon which stressed the importance of fasting
as being an aid to spiritual enlightenment, and a means to
empathising with the world’s hungry.
As we sat and waited, the members began to arrive quietly, and
reverently take their places. The ‘call to prayer’ was intoned (this
would be heard in every Muslim home having WiFi, or members
with an iphone).

Saturday 22 June
A Celebration of Food | 12 noon - 4pm
Venue: Unity Centre, Cuppin Street, Chester
Come and join the community for a celebration of food made by local re-settled
families in association with Cheshire, Halton and Warrington Race and Equality
Centre.

We found the ‘call to prayer’ deeply moving. Having our hands
anointed with aromatic oil also helped us feel included. As the
readings and prayers continued, the congregation multiplied as
members responded to the ‘Call’: until there must have been 300
(plus) men gathered who, shoulder to shoulder, knelt and bowed
down to worship God.

Sunday 23 June
Morning services (10am and 11.30am) with speaker Nadine Daniel, National
Refugee Welcome Co-ordinator for the Church of England.
Venue: Chester Cathedral

Throughout the time for questions and conversations before
and after the prayers, our ‘hosts’ were keen to emphasise that
Christians, Jews and Muslims all worship the One True God, but
worship in our own unique way.

Sunday 23 June
Britain on Film: “Welcome to Britain”
Venue: Storyhouse
A collection of archive films looking back at a century of immigration to the UK.
Tickets £6
Book at Storyhouse or click to storyhouse.com

For us, the visit had been interesting, enlightening, inspiring and
inclusive, with a welcome that was both warm and affectionate.

Dorothy and Tom Jordan

What’s On...

Saturday 15 and Saturday 22 June
Father’s Day Adventure | 12pm & 2pm (on both dates)
Enjoy some precious ‘Dad and kids’ time, taking an adventure to
the top of the cathedral tower, where stunning views across the
city and beyond await.
All tours will include an activity sheet and a pair of binoculars
plus a little prize at the end of the tour.
Tickets £6 - £7.50

Christian Aid
Week update
A HUGE thank you to everyone who donated, prayed or manned
a bucket collection during Christian Aid Week.
You have managed to raise a fabulous £801 to help some of
the world’s most in need! THANK YOU all for your continued
support.

Jo Jones

Tower Tour plus food & drink
(pizza and a bottle of beer for dad/or any adult booking, and
pizza and soft drink for the children) Adults may also choose a
soft or hot drink alternative.
Tickets £13.50 - £17.50
To book your place, call 01244 500 959 or click to:
chestercathedral.com

July Newsletter
Articles submitted by
Monday 17 June

Saturday 29 June
Coffee Morning, at the home of Jane and Geoff Jones |
10.30 am to 12 noon
Cakes, scones, tea and coffee, and the opportunity to purchase
plants, jams, marmalades and chutneys.
£5 on the door. All proceeds to Chester Cathedral Mission work.
Full details from Jane on 01244 312188
Tuesday 2 July
Draw and Tour Event | 7pm - 9pm
Explore your creative side and join us for an evening of drawing
using the beautiful interior of the cathedral as inspiration.
For further details, and to book - click to:
chestercathedral.com/events
WE’RE SOCIAL

Facebook:facebook.com/chestercathedral
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Have you heard of the work
of CHAWREC?
“CHAWREC” stands for Cheshire, Halton and Warrington
Race & Equality Centre based in the Unity Centre in Cuppin
Street, Chester.
CHAWREC is one of the key local organisations that provides
support for refugee families brought here under the
Government’s own Vulnerable Person’s Resettlement
Scheme. CHAWREC shared in the development of the very
moving Art Exhibition “Objects Left and Objects Taken” at
Chester Cathedral in 2018. We often pray for refugees and
here’s an opportunity to get to know a little more about
those now living in our own community.
21 refugee families have arrived in the local area under the
Resettlement Scheme since December 2016, 4 of them as
recently as 9th May this year. Each family will have been
through an exhaustive process commencing with registration
with the UNHCR once they are displaced. To be accepted
under the scheme they must class as being “vulnerable” in
some way - perhaps due to particular health problems, risk
of child exploitation or a history of detainment.
Once registered, families often have a wait of three or four
years living in a Refugee Camp, before they are offered
a place in another country. The International Office for
Migration is the body which arranges the transfer to the UK
and provides the families with information about what to
expect in the UK as part of their cultural orientation role.
The Home Office then matches registered families with the
accommodation being offered by Local Authorities, under a
5 year programme supported by tapered government funding
during which the families are expected to become integrated
and self-sufficient.

Families coming here under this scheme are by definition
vulnerable and face the challenge of our unfamiliar culture
on arrival. Their crucial first step is to achieve a working use
of spoken English. CHAWREC provides English Language
classes at the Unity Centre and further informal English
conversation sessions.
CHAWREC has also developed a volunteer befriending
scheme. Some members of the Cathedral congregation are
already befrienders, and more are needed.
Many of us might enjoy the Companions’ Coffee Morning in
the Unity Centre’s initiative of the recently opened café,
intended to support the local community and therefore
called the CommUnity Café, situated at the back of the
Unity Centre. It has easy access and is to be found just off
Grosvenor St opposite the Grosvenor Museum Entrance,
next to the Magistrates Court. It takes place every Tuesday
10am -12pm for activities and conversation: only £2 for
unlimited coffee and cake!
The furniture in the Café has been made by refugees - out
of old pallets! This is a warm and welcoming space, well
worth a visit. At the moment it is open part time on
Mondays and Fridays as well as for the Tuesday Companions’
Coffee Mornings.
CHAWREC volunteering opportunities exist for English
speakers to chat with learners in the conversation classes at
the Unity Centre on Mondays 1pm - 2.30pm or Fridays 10am 11.30am. No regular commitment to attend is needed - it can
just be whenever you are free.
For more about CHAWREC, see chawrec.org.uk or visit their
facebook page @CHAWREC
The city of Chester became a City of Sanctuary this year
Janet Conway

you so very much for listening and allowing me to collect at the cathedral towards our
Fundraising Thank
Vietnam to Cambodia Challenge for Nightingale House Hospice. It was a pleasure to attend the
and the first time in my life I have spoken to a Congregation - in all my years as a Vicars
‘Thank You’ Eucharist
daughter my dear dad never managed to persuade me!
We collected £284.11 which is fabulous so many thanks again.
Catrin Jones
If you didn’t hear Catrin, and would like to offer your support, click to: justgiving.com/catrin-jones13 and follow her progress on Instagram at CatrinVCChallenge

The Guild of Health
and St Raphael

Welcome...
We’re delighted to welcome a few new members to the
cathedral team. If you see them, do offer them a friendly
smile and help in their new roles.

The Guild of Health and St Raphael is a prayer group for the
sick that has been meeting in the cathedral for over 30 years.

Heather Hughes - our brand-new Marketing Assistant, who
will be working on social media and communication.

It is part of a national organisation with a hundred year history.
We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm
in St Anselm’s chapel to pray for the sick, and take part in
healing services on Sunday evenings from time to time, as well
as the laying on of hands for healing once a month during
Sunday morning services.

Tom Livingstone - the cathedral’s new Stone Mason - who
has already been working hard across the cathedral estate.
Adrian Durnell - who has assumed Suzi’s old role in the
Finance Team.

If anyone would like to join us they would be most welcome.
All details of people we are praying for are strictly
confidential. If you would like any further information please
speak to me, the Secretary, or Canon Jeremy Dussek, Chaplain.

Emma Paige, Alex Hughes and Anna Thompson - who you’ll
see on the Welcome Desk in the undercroft.
Matthew Payne - who has joined the Refectory Café team.

Jane Jones

Job Vacancy

Dracunculus vulgaris
‘Dragon Lily, Voodoo Lily’
ARACEAE

Verger – Zero Hours Contract
Salary: £8.21 per hour
We’re looking to appoint a Verger on a zero hours contract to our
team. We’re looking for a person who can work flexible hours, has
a friendly, positive personality, and excellent attention to detail.
A verger assists in the ordering of religious services and duties,
helps with the day-to-day floor management of the cathedral
and is a welcoming presence to visitors. Here at Chester there
are three key areas that a Verger must focus their efforts:
•

People. Ensure that all people who use the cathedral are
treated with respect, greeted warmly and any questions or
requests are dealt with swiftly and professionally.

•

Place. Ensure that the cathedral looks at its best at all times,
and that you are seen often as a presence in the cathedral.
Ensure that the cathedral is tidy after events and services
have taken place.

•

Praise. Ensure that that all acts of worship that take place
in the cathedral happen with reverence and to the highest
standard.

Closing date for applications - Friday 12 July
Interview dates week commencing - Sunday 21 July
Start date - Thursday 1 August
For more information, please contact Corentyn Smith at
corentyn.smith@chestercathedral.com

Matthew Henry: The Bible, Prayer, and Piety: A Tercentenary
Celebration, edited by Matthew A. Collins and Paul Middleton
(London: T&T Clark, 2019; £85.50). This collection of essays
celebrates the great Chester Bible commentator Matthew Henry
(1662-1714). The book is the outcome of a conference sponsored
by Chester Cathedral and the Universities of Chester and
Manchester in association with the Cathedral Library Exhibition
of 2014. It contains fourteen studies, including contributions by
Peter Bamford (Cathedral Librarian), George Brooke, Philip
Alexander, Loveday Alexander (all regular contributors to the
Spring Bible Talks) and Paul Middleton (member of the
congregation). Henry is commemorated on the obelisk on the
Grosvenor roundabout.
Facebook:facebook.com/chestercathedral

The photographs may look
appealing, even attractive but the
odour is something else entirely.
Almighty God has created this plant
to mimic carrion because the only
pollinating insects in their barren
and native land are flies.
Once pollination has occurred,
normally within a day, the
atmosphere returns to its normal
loveliness and the flowers remain
without any noxious odour.
Hidden away in a small island
enclosed by the forbidden fern
border its malodorous vapours will
not penetrate the thick walls of
the sanctuary. It is joined by other
plants with similar ‘virtues’
Sauromatum venosum and
Amorphophallus paeonifoliius.
A leaf of Dracunculus is known to
protect the carrier against vipers
and sea serpents.

Just Published!

WE’RE SOCIAL

‘All things bright and beautiful, the
Lord God made them all’ ‘this little
flower that opens’ is probably one
which. He may wish to disown.

Twitter: @ChesterCath

Phil Hunt
Custos Hortorum
philipbhunt43@gmail.com

Join Phil Hunt on an exciting
tour of the cathedral gardens on
Thursday 18 July.
Tickets are free (plus £1 booking
fee) though booking is essential.
Book at the Cathedral
Welcome Desk or online at
chestercathedral.com
Instagram: chester_cathedral

chestercathedral.com

