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What’s Going On?

As I write this, I wonder if summer has been and gone! We’ve just returned from a lovely 10 days break in Spain
where we enjoyed every meal alfresco. On our return to the UK. it seems to have been raining for ages, the
heating is back on and the jumpers are back out of the drawer. (But all changed by the time of printing).
When I look back to remember those endless summer holidays of my childhood (remember those?) the sun
always seemed to be shining. Is it just nostalgia or were things different then? Whatever it is, it seems that we
do have a tendency to see the past as a golden time when everything was better, people were friendlier,
people were more honest, children respected their elders and music was understandable.
In reading the bible I am often surprised by the way in which human nature actually doesn’t seem to have
changed much over time. Scandal, tragedy, squabbling, power plays are all in there, as are joy, compassion,
heroism and selflessness. That is why the bible and Christian faith is just as relevant today as it always has been.
We may have the internet and iPads (whatever they are!), but we still have the same need to be living in love
with our neighbours and with God that we have always had.
How do we connect with God today? How do we experience anything of the love, patience, forgiveness, peace
and guidance as we bear witness to our faith? Well, we believe that this is made possible through God’s active
presence in the world as the Holy Spirit, and we celebrated this at Pentecost and gave thanks for the gift of
the Holy Spirit. To meet and experience God’s Spirit in the world is a source of immense joy and peace, and I
pray that we can all find room in our hearts to seek out this new life. I always think August is a pivotal month.
Tipping into a new academic year in some ways it’s almost a new church year too. It is a month for endings and
beginnings and when I reflect on the Cathedral I feel it is a time for much prayer.
We have said farewell to Bishop Peter and pray for him and Elisabeth
as they prepare for their re tyring stage of life!
[No it’s not a misprint... Think about it]
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What’s Going On, continued...
We pray for Bishop Keith and his added responsibilities. We pray for
those involved in the appointment of the new Bishop of Chester. We
pray for the new Residentiary Canon… unknown at this time of writing.
We pray for Dean Tim as he almost completes a year in office and for
Jen in her role.
I trust that each one of us can think of many more issues that need
prayer offering opportunities for growth and renewal. This is good news
and we are entering an exciting time.
Whist on holiday we were privileged to find ourselves in the middle of
an annual celebration. The evening of 16 July is set aside for the
procession of the Virgen Del Carmen. This fiesta is common throughout
the coastal communities of Spain. In Spain this festival generally takes
place over three evenings with an open to all party and fireworks and a
massive cooking fire and the smell of sizzling sardines wafting through
the air. Local people visit the church El Salvador to make offerings of
prayers and flowers. The statue of the the virgin is paraded through the
streets and loaded onto a flower adorned boat and off she goes
escorted by a flotilla of vessels along the coast giving thanks for the
fishing community of the past and present. For us it coincided with
the 50th Anniversary of the moon landings and also a partial eclipse of
the moon at midnight. It was one of those barmy evenings surrounded
by people we did not know but were very much at one with through
our common humanity.
At the feast of Pentecost Christians also were gathered together and
they were so excited and spilled out into the street talking at the tops
of their voices. The extraordinary thing was that everyone who heard
them understood as though it as their own language.
‘What does it mean? What’s going on? they said.
Some people dismissed the whole affair as drunken revelry, but Peter
brought them down to earth. He quoted Joel, who had said that God
promised to pour out his spirit on everyone, young , old, male and
female and the result would be outward signs of excitement and
disturbance, and inwardly the door opening up of Salvation, of being
changed [Joel 2.28-32]
I leave it to you to make a connection with Chester.

VERDI
I N T H E C AT H E D R A L

Friday 16 August | 7.30pm
This performance of Verdi’s mighty
Requiem is the culmination of the 2019
Chester Choral Week, taking place at
the University of Chester.
This unashamedly theatrical version
of the Requiem Mass was completed
in 1874 and requires large choral and
orchestral forces, together with four
soloists.
Tickets £5 - £18
Call 01244 500959 or click to
chestercathedral.com/events

Jeu d Esprit
Flame-dancing Spirit, come,
Sweep us off our feet and
Dance us through our days.
Surprise us with your rhythms,
Dare us to try new steps, explore
New patterns and new partnerships.
Release us from old routines
To swing in abandoned joy
And fearful adventure
And in the intervals,
Rest us,
In your still centre.
Revd Denise
Priest Vicar

Chester Cathedral - Refugee Statement of Intention
The 1951 United Nations Convention relating to the
status of refugees defines a refugee as someone who:
‘…owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion is outside the
country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such
fear, unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that
country; or who, not having a nationality and being
resident outside the country of his former habitual
residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to
such fear, is unwilling to return to it.’
Article 14(1) of the UN Declaration of Human Rights states:
‘Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other
countries asylum from persecution.’
“We hold the vision that the UK will be a welcoming
place of safety for all and proud to offer sanctuary to
people fleeing violence and persecution.”
(City of Sanctuary UK 2017)
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees states: “No
one becomes a refugee by choice; but the rest of us can have
a choice about how we help.” As Christians we are guided by
biblical teaching and our following of Christ. In this season
of preparation for Christmas we are reminded of our
responsibility, along with God’s promise of light and life for
this world.

Jesus became human: For Christians the Incarnation is an
expression of God’s unlimited love for humanity, the babe
born in a manger was to be good news of joy for all people
(Luke 2.10). Just as every person is created in the image of
God (Genesis 1.27), so Jesus becoming human affirms the
dignity of all people. No individual or group of people are
‘problems’ to be dealt with but they are deserving of
dignity as people loved by God. We all share a common
humanity devoid of distinction between strangers and
inhabitants.
Jesus the refugee: He took refuge in Egypt as a child when
Mary and Joseph fled Herod’s threat to kill him. Jesus also
experienced life under Roman occupation so knew
measures that deprived people of their freedom and
trampled upon their dignity. Jesus is born homeless and
experiences tyranny and suffering. He identifies with the
refugee and the oppressed and calls on us to similarly
identify compassionately with the vulnerable
Jesus the stranger: Jesus tells us that our response to the
stranger is a response to Jesus himself (Matthew 25.40).
When recognising Christ in the stranger’s guise we begin
to encounter the divine in the other. Not only do we then
move from a situation of ‘us’ and ‘them’ to a new
relationship of ‘we’, there is blessing in the encounter and we
become human together.
Chester Cathedral will strive to be a place of welcome
and refuge for asylum-seekers and refugees both within
our city, area and nationally. As Christ said, “I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me”.

Faith in Poetry Discussion Group
It’s been said that ‘poetry is the person of faith’s native language,’ yet to some it brings back memories of schooldays spent trying to
crack the code of an incomprehensible text. So how can the language of poetry relate to the journey of faith? And how can we relate
to the language of poetry?
In a monthly series of discussion groups we will explore these two questions. Each session will introduce an aspect of poetry to
enrich our appreciation of how it works. We will follow this by reading and discussing some faith-related poems. We will cover a
range of poets and approaches, from traditional to innovative, past to contemporary, and chosen mainly from a Christian perspective.
Whether you are a poetry-lover or admit to a touch of metrophobia (fear of poetry!), you are welcome to join us.
Faith in Poetry Discussion Group | 12 noon - 1.30pm
Participation is free, but please register to let us know you are coming.
Venue: The Library, Chester Cathedral
Session One - Monday 9 September
The Art of Attention
What makes poetry different from other types of writing? Why are many holy texts of the world’s religions found in poetic form?
To register, please contact Julia direct on 07787 116603 or juliamcg@creativeconnectionscheshire.co.uk
Sunday 6 October
Science and the Christian Faith by Michael Reiss FRSB FRSA
Michael J. Reiss is Professor of Science Education at UCL Institute of Education, Visiting Professor at the Universities of Kiel and York and
the Royal Veterinary College, Honorary Fellow of the British Science Association and of the College of Teachers, Docent at the University
of Helsinki, a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences and a Priest in the Church of England. His research and consultancy interests are
in science education, bioethics and sex education. He is President of the International Society for Science; Religion and of the
International Association for Science and Religion in Schools, a member of the Nuffield Council on Bioethics and writes on the interface
of science education and theology. Funded by Scientists in Congregations.
Participation is free, but please register to let us know you are coming.
For full details, and to book your place, call 01244 500 959 or click to: chestercathedral.com

Passiflora coerulea ‘Rubra’
Passion Flower PASSIFLORACEAE

Tips of leaves 		

Holy lance

Lobed leaves 		

Christ’s hands

			
			
			
			
			

This delightful climbing plant has
finally established itself in the
Cloister Garth on the South West
facing wall after considerable
difficulty.

Tendrils			

Whips used in flagellation of Christ

10 sepals and petals
			
			

Represent the 10 faithful apostles
(excluding Judas Iscariot and Peter
the denier.)

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

Passiflora relies upon support from
other plants or structures using
long tendrils. These reach out
blindly in a process known as
circumnutation (an autonomic
nutation) until they make contact
and by the process of
thigmotropism they twine round
that object, the cells on the
opposite from where the stimulus
occurs multiplying rapidly. It is then
that an amazing process takes place
as the tendril starts to coil from the
centre gently pulling the stem
closer to the supporting object. The
photograph clearly shows this
feature with the spectacular
‘inversion point’. If the coiled tendril
is pulled from either end it reverts
to the original straight shape.
Pollination is by the sword – billed
hummingbird (Ensifera ensifera).

Radical filaments
or corona

The crown of thorns

Ovary and receptacle

Chalice or Holy Grail

3 stigmas		

3 nails

5 anthers 		

The 5 wounds

Blue and white		
(of species)

Represents heaven and purity

3 days flowering		

Good Friday to Easter Sunday.

			
A native of South America, Spanish
			
Christian Missionaries in the 15th
century adopted the complex physical structure of various
flower parts as symbolism of the passion of Christ
as follows;-

the DEEP

The fruit is edible and is said to alleviate stress and anxiety
and as a tea to relieve insomnia, promoting a deep restful
sleep. Not that it is necessary; the Cloister Garth with the
sound of running water, the cooing of doves, beautiful
setting, wonderful diversity of God’s botanical creations,
myriad of pollinating insects, muted sound of sacred
music from within the cathedral, Stephen Broadbent’s vision
of Christ at the well, together with tranquillity, peace and
seclusion; the Cloister Garth is a sanctuary and refuge for
those who are burdened and heavy laden. They shall be
refreshed.
Phil Hunt
Custos Hortorum
philipbhunt43@gmail.com

‘Saving The Deep’
extended...

A WORLD PREMIERE
BRICK EXHIBITION MADE
WITH LEGO® BRICKS
16 July – 8 Sept 2019
Our world-first summer exhibition - The DEEP is
now open, and is receiving very positive reviews. If
you haven’t yet seen it, do please make a visit, and
bring the children, or grand-children along too!
Please encourage your friends to visit also.
In The Deep, come face-to-face with a 1.75 metre
yellow tuna fish – made of 13,000 bricks; a fearsome
Mako shark created with 80,000 bricks; a massive
giant squid containing 120,000 bricks which is
over 2.5 metres tall and over eighty other creatures!

We’re delighted to announce
that the thought-provoking
installation by north Wales
artist, Jacha Potgieter - a
part of our ‘waves’ year of
events - has been extended
to Thursday 31 October 2019.
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