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All Change
  

Discovery Encounter Faith

Dean Tim Stratford

I wonder what you would say your life revolves 
around. It seems to me that the High Street and our 
City Centre revolve around Christmas. The chocolate 
and confectionary industry revolve around Easter. My 
family life appears to revolve around a great gathering 
of the clans in France each summer.

I notice that the great pillars of the year can take on 
such importance that they become extended and 
blurred. Certainly the Christmas displays in shops and 
advertising campaigns are beginning to build up by  
the end of our summer holidays. This year I saw my 
first Easter egg in on the shelves in Christmas week. 
Sadly, my holidays don’t expand and blur in the same 
sort of way.

I am sure we will lose something important in the 
shape of our lives with high points and quiet times if 
everything becomes the same. The two pillars of the 
year around which so much revolves are of course 
great Christian festivals. These are the times when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, God touching our world 
as never before nor since, and when we mark the 
death and resurrection of Jesus – a glimpse of  
eternity, heaven’s dawning.  

They are high points. They change the meaning of 
every single day, all year round, but the remembrance 
and celebrations surely should never become  
mundane or normalised.

In February we stand right between the incarnational 
cycle of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and the  
pascal cycle of Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Epiphany 
ends on 2nd February, the Feast of the Presentation, 
and Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 26th February 
this year. This period is the pivot point of the year. 
The moment when we turn our gaze from the joy of 
Christ’s birth to the pain that awaits him and all who 
love him at the cross – the gate of heaven.

The prospect of this February is one of many other 
changing perspectives too. We left the European 
Union at the beginning of the month and will be  
challenged by the threat of the coronavirus as the 
days go by. Who knows what else may come into view 
too. The Christian year takes us from the naïve joys 
of a new beginning to the harsh realities of a fallen 
world. Yet in all things we live in the light God’s  
eternal love and we pay in hopefulness.
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2020 - A Year of Years
This year, England’s cathedrals celebrate Year of Cathedrals, and Year of Pilgrimage.  Here at 
Chester our 2020 theme is ‘Journeys.’ Life is all about journeys; from the moment we’re born 
we embark on the incredible journey of life. As we travel through the year we will explore  
the many aspects of life’s inner and outer journeys through a series of fun and entertaining,  
family-friendly, thought provoking events and activities. Click to chestercathedral.com 
throughout the year to discover all of our ‘Journeys’ events.



WORSHIP IN THE  
CATHEDRAL

IN RESIDENCE:

Weekdays:
08.15 Morning Prayer  
 St Erasmus Chapel

12.30 Eucharist 
 Lady Chapel

17.30 Choral Evensong 
 Quire

Saturdays:
09.30 Holy Communion in the  
 Lady Chapel 
16.15 Choral Evensong  
 Quire

Sundays:
08.00 Prayer Book Communion Service 
10.00 Cathedral Eucharist 
11.30 Sung Mattins

 (or Prayer Book Eucharist

 on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30 Choral Evensong

18.30 Evening Service

3 February -  
     9 February:                           

10 February - 
     16 February:                
 
17 February -      
      23 February:      

24 February -  
      1 March:                  

Walking with God

 
Jane Brooke 

Jeremy Dussek 
 
 

Tim Stratford

Jane Brooke

Imago Mundi

An illustrated talk with Professor Philip 
Alexander exploring the mental maps 
of medieval Christians through the 
great medieval Christian world maps, 
particularly the one which the  
Benedictine scholar, Ranulf Higden, of 
St Werburgh’s Abbey Chester,  
included in his famous 14th-century 
world chronicle, the Polychronicon.  
Tickets £5 - £10 
Tickets from the Cathedral Welcome 
Desk, by calling 01244 500959 or clicking 
to: chestercathedral.com/events

Thursday 12 March | 7pm

As part of the Cathedral Year of Pilgrimage, I was 
keen that some of our own Christian journeys  
are shared more widely in order to hear and  
receive encouragement from others.   
 
A small booklet will be produced of 52 pages for 
each week of the year with a contribution from 
an invited  representative from a variety of 
groups from the Cathedral and the city. 
 
Each entry will include a chosen Bible verse and 
an account of how that impacted upon the life 
of the person concerned. 
 
I have invited representatives from different 
groups to contribute, but I am aware that there 
are many more people in our congregations 
whom we would all like to hear from. 
 
If you think you can contribute by choosing and 
writing about a Bible verse in no more than 200 
words,  then please let me  
(canon.brooke@chestercathedral.com ) or Nick 
Fry (nick.fry@chestercathedral.com) know and 
we will give you a template to fill in.

For the first time since 1876, Chester Cathedral 
possesses a brand new organ. It is a four-stop 
chamber organ which has been hand-built and  
designed specifically for use in the Quire. 
Every part – except the tin pipes - has been 
made in the workshop of organ builder,  
Robin Jennings, in Dorset. (Robin’s work can  
be viewed here: jennings-organs.co.uk). 
 
Robin has built organs for use by John Eliot 
Gardiner and the Monteverdi Choir and  
Orchestra (Robin’s workshop is actually on  
Eliot Gardiner’s farm); Trinity College,  
Cambridge; the Orchestra of the Age of 

New Cathedral Organ

Philip Rushforth

Space, Time and Symbolism in Medieval 
Christian World Maps, illustrated from the 
Chester Polychronicon

They will then be included in the monthly newsletter. 
 
I look forward to continuing to travel with you all during this year of  
pilgrimage.

Canon Jane Brooke 
Canon Missioner and Vice Dean

Enlightenment and the Academy of Ancient Music. The organ will be used 
for accompanying Tudor and Restoration music at services as well as for 
some organ voluntaries. It will also have use as a continuo organ for  
concerts held in the Nave.   
 
The funds for purchasing the organ were given by a couple in the  
congregation who regularly attend worship. I am extremely grateful for 
their generosity.



Phil Hunt 
Custos Hortorum

philipbhunt43@gmail.com  
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Garrya elliptica ‘James Roof’ 
GARRYACEAE
Yet another plant (because it is winter) situated in the Winter Garden by the bell tower.  
An evergreen shrub with spectacular cascades of architectural splendour from the distance 
but take the time, in this frenetic, busy world, look closer using the analytical eye of an 
artist, and a whole new universe, the myriad of delicate colours and intricate forms are 
revealed of God’s natural wonders.

It was quite an expensive shrub and difficult to propagate. In the 1960’s the Vietnam war 
was raging in the East, forests sprayed from helicopter gunships with ‘agent orange’,  
defoliating the trees leaving the Vietcong with no-where to hide. I thought at the time that 
it would be rather a good idea to use the active ingredient of ‘agent orange’  
(2,4,5-Trichlorophenoxyacetic acid) in miniscule concentrations as a propagation aid of 
horticultural homeopathy to root cuttings. That terrible war is long over, the world has 
moved on and the Garrya cuttings split asunder with a multitude of roots galloping out in 
all directions.  A chemical devised for hatred, malice, wickedness and ungodly evil intent 
vanquished and substituted for the virtuous and righteous proliferation of beauty. 

Chester Cathedral is pleased to be part of Social Butterflies, a spectacular, borough-wide 
art project designed to encourage people to get together and have some fun.  
 
Over coming months, community groups, schools, clubs, local businesses and individuals 
will be creating and displaying decorative butterflies across the county.  
 
The butterfly is a symbol of change and transformation. It forms part of the identity for 
Age-friendly Cheshire West and has become synonymous with Brightlife, a local  
five-year project funded by The National Lottery Community Fund. With the Brightlife 
project ending in March 2020, the butterflies will live on as a reminder of the joy and 
pleasure to be had by staying connected and active in later life.  
 
The Social Butterflies will be spreading some important messages across our  
communities:

Canon Jane Brooke

Social Butterflies

• creativity and connectedness is key to staying healthy and happy
• social isolation is everyone’s responsibility
• people of all ages need to be included, respected and valued by their community
• you are never too old to explore your creativity, everyone has an artist inside them!
 
Canon Jane was filmed as a contribution to the Social Butterflies and appeared at the launch in a clip. Other churches who 
have heard about Social Butterflies from the Cathedral are now going to join in! Thank you to Nick Fry for his help and to  
Patricia Faraday who prepared all the packs of butterflies. Thank you too, to everyone who contributed to the butterflies in 
the cathedral vestibule.

Your Cathedral master soup-chefs will be hosting  
the lunch on Monday 16 March.  Please make a note  

in your diaries, come along and bring friends for a 
light and delicious lunch meal..

Lent Lunches
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Chester Cathedral
9 Abbey Square
Chester 
CH1 2HU
 
01244 324 756

Newsletter published 
Sunday 1 March

Articles submitted by 
Monday 17 February

March Newsletter

Safeguarding Concerns relating to children and/or vulnerable adults should be passed to Chester Cathedral’s Safeguarding 
Officer, Helen Barber in the first instance. Helen can be contacted on 01244 500953 or helen.barber@chestercathedral.com
In Helen’s absence, the Dean may be contacted on deansoffice@chestercathedral.com
 
Additional points of contact are:
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser - pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
Local Authority Children’s or Adults’ Services can also be contacted on 01244 977277

PROMOTING A SAFER CHURCH

Julia McGuinness 
Poet in Residence 

Photograph courtesy of Gareth Rainsforth.

 
Cathedral Tour in Candlelight

Crisp Winter daylight is lost
to rays of sunset swept
into parchment light of candles.

We trace their avenue down the aisle,
landing lights that draw us
into this place of shadows.

Our guide outlines history, artefacts;
thin flick of torch beam
skates over stone-deep silence.

Eyes strain at dates and details
under night-blank stare of stained glass,
senses awake for what is invisible by day.

We are here to see as the black monks saw,
at the hour when they would be chasing sleep 
through chapped hands, ice-block feet.

We tread Victorian-styled tiling
over underfloor heating, sip mulled wine.
sample their six times daily haunt.

We walk all over their Rule as strangers, 
their routine candles our romance
clustered, lined on sills and tiles. 

In this stone-hold gloaming, tea-lights
flicker pinprick kisses into dark air,  
a periphery of amber whispers.

Afterwards, my shoe is wax-splashed.
I lie, wide-eyed in the dark, 
wonder if I trampled angels unawares.

You may remember Lorraine  
Raphael known as ‘Lolly’ who visited 
us for a while in 2019. She returned 
to India a while ago and sent me an 
email telling of an award she has  
received - Woman of Substance -  
for her contribution towards  
community development especially 
in neglected areas of the  
Sunderbans.   
 
The person who awarded it said: “An 
admired and renowned social  
worker and motivational speaker 
who has impacted hundreds of lives 
through her incredible life... a living 

Ms Lorraine Raphael: Lolly

Canon Jane Brooke

testimony to the power of sheer determination which  
compels the spirit to soar to newer and greater heights by 
never resting on one's achievements but rather by  
constantly reinventing one's self by continuously raising 
one's own benchmark!” 
 
Lorraine is the proud recipient of the ‘Mother Teresa  
Milennium Award’. She regularly visits the many projects 
she has implemented there and ensures progress and  
advancement is the end result of her efforts.  
 
Lorraine has also won three gold medals in the  
International Winter Sports held in Norway a few years ago. 
Lorraine is truly a role model for today's youth and a  
shining example of the human will, emerging victorious in 
the face of great physical challenges which fade into  
complete oblivion in the shadow of tremendous success!’ 
 
I hope you will join me in sending Lolly our warmest  
congratulations.


