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Lent - a stage in our life pilgrimage
  

Discovery Encounter Faith

Canon 
Jeremy Dussek

March sees the commencement of 
this year’s group for those  
considering confirmation at Easter. 
At the first session, I ask each  
person to draw a personal  
timeline of where they’ve  
journeyed through life so far 
and where they hope to go next. 
Amongst the highs and lows, there 
are milestones and milestones 
which they’ve experienced when 
God has been present. Whilst the 
group are doing this for the first 
time, I find it helpful to do this  
every year as Lent begins! Here’s 
the opportunity to give time for all 
of us to think about where God is 
in our personal pilgrimage; it’s  
important to have space to  
consider what direction and  
purpose God may wish us to take 
and fulfil. Jesus sets us the  
example of how needed space to 
be with God, both regularly as he 
went up mountains and to  
desert places, and at the start of 
his ministry spending forty days 
and nights alone in the desert.  
Having Lenten spaces can be  
welcoming, opportunistic and yet 
challenging.  
 
 

Sometimes we only stop and  
review when something’s gone 
wrong or our pattern of life is  
suddenly interrupted – how my 
own life changed when my mother 
died 3 years ago! Interruptions and 
disturbances are something we 
may avoid because they can often 
expose a hole and vacuum in life. 
Yet opportunities for self review 
can give growth!  
 
Lent is the Church’s gift or festival 
(as George Herbert says), to  
deliberately withdraw from the 
pressures of the world and work, 
and rise up from the busyness of 
life and climb the mountain to see 
new heights and directions about 
life, as Jesus does. The current  
photographic exhibition about 
Mallory and Irvine’s ascents can 
inspire us to think about what we 
can aspire to in a unique way if we 
focus on reaching a goal or  
purpose perhaps; whilst we can’t 
have 40 days off on retreat, here’s 
an opportunity to let God come 
into our space and face up to 
whether we are being true to  
ourselves and our creator.  
 
 

If not, then Lent gives us a further  
opportunity for repentance and 
confession - turning around from 
where we may be and getting back 
to God to discover the truth about 
ourselves. If we do that, it can give 
us the opportunity to ask who I 
am, as we look at God whose name 
is I am. That can be daunting but 
liberating in potentially becoming 
stronger in faith and reality in going  
forward.  
 
A happy and Lent as a period of 
discovery and journey to reach 
new heights from where you are!
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WORSHIP IN THE  
CATHEDRAL

IN RESIDENCE:

Weekdays:
08.15 Morning Prayer  
 St Erasmus Chapel

12.30 Eucharist 
 Lady Chapel

17.30 Choral Evensong 
 Quire

Saturdays:
09.30 Holy Communion in the  
 Lady Chapel 
16.15 Choral Evensong  
 Quire

Sundays:
08.00 Prayer Book Communion Service 
10.00 Cathedral Eucharist 
11.30 Sung Mattins

 (or Prayer Book Eucharist

 on 1st and 3rd Sundays)

15.30 Choral Evensong

18.30 Evening Service

1 March -  
     7 March:                           

8 March - 
     14 March:                
 
15 March -      
      21 March:      

22 March -  
      28 March:                  

 
Jeremy Dussek 

Tim Stratford 
 
 

Jane Brooke

Tim Stratford

Imago Mundi

Thursday 12 March | 7pm

Space, Time and Symbolism in Medieval 
Christian World Maps, illustrated from the 
Chester Polychronicon

            Monday 9 March 2020 marks the first anniversary of the   
            Cathedral’s ‘Places of Welcome’ scheme. Amazingly enough,  
            it’s now been twelve months since we began at the  
            Cathedral, and in that time over 2,000 visitors have been 
            welcomed; some are regulars while others are from much 
            further afield and everyone really appreciates the human 
contact that they find – in fact, one little girl enjoyed it so much that she  
informed her mother that ‘she didn’t want to go home’!  
 
Every Monday morning from 10am – 12 noon, everyone is very welcome to visit 
the Cloister Room and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee (and a biscuit), have a chat, do 
a jigsaw, maybe colour in a ‘mindful’ picture or even learn to knit – there’s now a 
‘Knit and Natter’ group as part of the morning. Our ‘Place of Welcome’ is part of 
a national scheme with the aim of creating a network of local community groups 
which provide their neighbourhoods with places where all people feel safe to  
belong, connect and contribute. The morning is run by volunteers and we’re 
always looking for new helpers; if you’d like to help on one or two mornings a 
month, just contact Nick Fry at the Cathedral office  
(nick.fry@chestercathedral.com or 01244 500955) or just come along any  
Monday morning and see how it runs; it’s all very informal.  
 
Do come along on Monday 9 March and help us celebrate our first birthday; cakes 
will be available and it would be lovely to see you there!

Canon Jane Brooke / Nick Fry

‘Places of Welcome’ First Birthday

Volunteer Val Connolly with 
two visitors

Why not come along and join us for 
Lunch in Lent this year? Everyone  
welcome!

This Lent you are warmly invited to join 
us for lunch on each Monday in March. 
These are simple but wholesome 
lunches serving homemade soup with 
bread, cheese, fruit and cake. Each 
lunch is provided by people from 
churches in Chester and is helping to 
raise funds for Christian Aid.

The lunches are held from 12noon - 
1.30pm each Monday in March: 2, 9, 
16, 23, in the Quaker Meeting House, 
Frodsham Street, Chester and the final 

lunch on 30 March will be held at St 
Mary's Church Centre, Handbridge 
where parking is available.

All donations will go to the work of 
Christian Aid- standing together to end 
poverty and hunger worldwide.

The Cathedral team of master 'soup-
chefs' will be catering for the event 
on 16 March. Please come along for a 
delicious lunch and show your support 
for Christian Aid work. Thank you. 

Lent 2020

Valerie Hamill

A lecture by Professor Philip Alexander.  
Geographers have long realised that 
we all carry in our heads mental maps 
of the world, which influence to a  
surprising degree, the way we live in it. 
This illustrated talk will explore the 
mental maps of medieval Christians 
through the great medieval world 
maps. 
Tickets £5 - £10 
Tickets from the Cathedral Welcome 
Desk, by calling 01244 500959 or clicking 
to: chestercathedral.com/events

Holy Communion is, arguably, the central service of the 
Christian Life. If this is so, it’s odd that we don’t  
celebrate Holy Communion in the context of church 
schools. Vice Dean, Jane Brooke, has written this new 
book to help discussions around introducing Holy  
Communion.  It’s available now from grovebooks.co.uk

Holy Communion in Primary Schools



Phil Hunt 
Custos Hortorum

philipbhunt43@gmail.com  
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Leycesteria formosa ‘Purple Rain’   
Himalayan Nutmeg. CAPRIFOLIACEAE
A plant originating from the Himalayas and China, beloved of the  
Victorians and the Cathedral gardens. The photographs show the  
flowers, (which are followed by reddish purple berries) and the bright 
green winter stems. It has an exotic, oriental, even alien appearance and 
in some parts of the world is obnoxious (thankfully not at 53’ North). It 
is certainly ‘not from around here’.

Apart from the ‘winter garden’ where it is coppiced (cut back hard on 
15 February (the day the roots grow) every year to enhance the colour 
intensity of the hollow winter stems), it is grown as a normal shrub.

In the summer months it is just a green bush. There are some people 
who say ‘there’s not a lot of colour’..?

Work is underway in the Diocese of Chester into Past Cases 
Review 2 (PCR2), a new national past cases review into the 
handling of safeguarding files in the Church. 
 
PCR2 has a key focus of listening to survivors who want to 
come forward. 
 
PCR2 follows on from an earlier review in 2007 and is part 
of the Church’s ongoing scrutiny of its handling of past and 
current safeguarding cases. 
 
The Bishop of Birkenhead, Keith Sinclair, announced details 
of PCR2 in a letter to all parishes and the cathedral in which 
he outlined what they are required to do. 
 
Bishop Keith, who leads on safeguarding in the Diocese of 
Chester says: “We want to ensure that all of our worship-
ping communities and church-related activities are as safe 
as possible for children and vulnerable adults. All dioceses 
have been asked to undertake and participate in this new 
review process which is known nationally as PCR2. 
 
“It is important that all known cases of concern about the 
behaviour of clergy and church officers towards children  
and vulnerable adults have been considered and dealt with 
appropriately.” 

All information that is shared as part of PCR2 will be  
reviewed by an Independent Reviewer and appropriate  
action will be taken. 
 
The Cathedral and all parishes are required to respond to 
PCR2, which is commissioned by the Church of England and 
is being carried out in order to make our churches safer for 
everyone. 
 
Further information can be found on the Cathedral website 
here: chestercathedral.com/pcr2
 
Listening to survivors 
 
Individuals who wish to make representations to the PCR2 
process, or who need to come forward with information or 
make any disclosures regarding church related abuse, are  
encouraged to make direct contact with Helen Barber,  
Cathedral Safeguarding Officer on 01244 500953 or  
helen.barber@chestercathedral.com. 
 
Alternatively, call the dedicated telephone helpline -  
0800 80 20 20 - operated independently from the Church, 
by the NSPCC.

Bishop announces details of safeguarding review

Would you like to know about Chester Street Pastors? 
 
They have been listening, caring and helping people of all ages 
while walking the city centre streets of Chester from 10pm until 
3am on Friday and Saturday nights for the past 10 years. 
 
I have only just completed one year as a Chester Street Pastor and 
have found it to be a worthwhile and fulfilling experience  
providing Christian support and concern when it is needed. Full 
training and advice is given to all volunteers who join friendly 
teams of 3 or 4 people round the city. 
 
 

Chester Street Pastors are seeking to recruit more people to join 
these teams so if interested you are invited to” a night out on the 
town with a difference” as an observer.  If this is of interest to you 
then please contact:- 
 
Mike (Street Pastors Coordinator) on 07812203132 or 
coordinator@chester.streetpastors.org.uk or click to  
chester.streetpastors.org.uk. You can also have a chat with me at 
the Cathedral.

Chester Street Pastors

Stella Stiles



WE’RE SOCIAL     Facebook: facebook.com/chestercathedral     Twitter: @ChesterCath     Instagram: chester_cathedral     chestercathedral.com

Chester Cathedral
9 Abbey Square
Chester 
CH1 2HU
 
01244 324 756

Newsletter published 
Sunday 5 April

Articles submitted by 
Monday 16 March

April Newsletter

Safeguarding Concerns relating to children and/or vulnerable adults should be passed to Chester Cathedral’s Safeguarding 
Officer, Helen Barber in the first instance. Helen can be contacted on 01244 500953 or helen.barber@chestercathedral.com
In Helen’s absence, the Dean may be contacted on deansoffice@chestercathedral.com
 
Additional points of contact are:
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser - pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org
Local Authority Children’s or Adults’ Services can also be contacted on 01244 977277

PROMOTING A SAFER CHURCH

Julia McGuinness 
Poet in Residence

Cathedral  
Stonemason

Ruth Heap

Thank you for your continued support over  
Christmas and into the new year in relation to the 
West Cheshire Food Bank.  
 
In January, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation released 
its annual report revealing that the child poverty 
rate in the UK is at its highest rate for 20 years.  
Poverty rates among pensioners and those in work 
are also continuing to rise.  
 
No one should be unable to afford essentials.  If we 
work together, this can change. To find out more 
and to support the Campaign for Change, visit the 
Trussell Trust website at trusselltrust.org.  
 
94% of the West Cheshire Food Bank users are in 
real destitution. Donating supplies is one of the 
most important ways in which we can all support 
the food bank. Please continue to drop off your 
food donations at the collection point in the  
Cathedral.  
 
The current items most needed are as follows:  
UHT juice, instant coffee, instant custard, tinned  
potatoes and instant mash.  
 
Food donations are used to create food parcels for  
the most needy users.  A food parcel contains three 
days of nutritionally balanced non-perishable food.  
 
If you have any questions in relation to the West 
Cheshire Food Bank, please do not hesitate to  
contact me.

Mission Group: Food Bank Update
 

Today, the rouge-grained Chapel Wall
needs surgery to help it breathe.
He scrapes out lines of choking cement, 
laments hubris of modern materials,
soothes the wounds with lime-mortar.
Moist stones sigh with relief.

All day they chatter as he stands close,
disclose intimacies of past relationships.
He notices cuts in their faces,
scarred by men who defied gravity
to pulley them up and cave the sky.
He reads them like a book. 

Yesteryear’s masons, lodged in stone,
watch him work, envy his warm hands, 
note his nod to the height of their craft;
shout down advice as stones smirk 
over stories of competitive carvers.  

He is living stone in this Guildsmen’s mosaic,
porous as time and honed for purpose.
Day by day, sandstones’ silica dust 
sparkles their gift of Stonemason’s Lung.
They already have his heart. 

Julia’s poem this month was written 
about Tom Livingstone, the  
Cathedral’s Stonemason.  Tom has 
already undertaken some beautiful 
work in the Cathedral; if you see him, 
do stop and say hello and ask him 
about his work.
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Holy Week and Easter

PALM SUNDAY | 5 APRIL 
10am   Processional Palm Sunday Service 
11.30am   BCP Choral Eucharist 
3.30pm   Evensong
6.30pm  St Mark Passion by Charles Wood with  
   reflections 
 
MONDAY 6 APRIL 
12.30pm Holy Communion 
5.30pm   Choral Evensong
7pm    Compline followed by 
7.30pm   Reflection Le Chemin de la Croix by  
   Marcel Dupré   
   Andrew Wyatt, organ 
 
TUESDAY 7 APRIL 
12.30pm Holy Communion 
5.30pm   Choral Evensong 
7pm   Compline followed by  
7.30pm   Lamentations by Thomas Tallis  
   The Lay Clerks of Chester Cathedral  
   Philip Rushforth, director 
 
WEDNESDAY 8 APRIL 
12.30pm Holy Communion 
5.30pm   Said Evening Prayer 
7pm   Compline followed by
7.30pm   Lenten Choral Preludes by J S Bach and 
   Hubert Parry interspersed with Bible and  
   poetry readings      
   Philip Rushforth, organ 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY | 9 APRIL 
11am   Chrism Service and Renewal of Vows 
1.10pm   Organ Recital 
5.30pm   Choral Evensong 
7pm   Eucharist commemorating the Last Supper   
   followed by a Watch until 10pm 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY | 10 APRIL 
10.30am Chester City Passion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Join over 5,000 people for this spectacular   
      and commemorative event to remember the  
   Passion and Crucifixion of Christ.  Start the   
   Holy Weekend with shouts and cries, drama   
   and passion as we witness the incredible story  
   of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. The  
   event starts at 10.30am at the Eastgate Clock  
   and moves up Eastgate to the Cross; then up  
   Northgate to the Town Hall and ends with   
     Jesus being crucified in front of the Cathedral. 

12 - 3pm The Preaching of the Cross, Veneration of  
   the Cross with Ante Communion with the  
   Dean of Chester 
   Preacher Very Revd Dr Frances Ward  
   The congregation is free to come and go   
   throughout the three hours 
 
8pm   St Mark Passion by John Joubert
    Four Penitential Motets by Francis Poulenc 
   Chester Cathedral Choir
   Philip Rushforth, director 
 
HOLY SATURDAY | 11 APRIL 
8pm   Confirmation and First Eucharist of Easter with  
   the Bishop of Birkenhead 
 
EASTER DAY | 12 APRIL 
8am   Holy Communion 
10am   Festival Eucharist 
11.45am   BCP Eucharist 
3.30pm   Festival Evensong 
6.30pm   Festival of Lessons and Carols for Easter

Services at Chester Cathedral
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Tim McLachlan

Learn more about: Saturday Singing Club

Chester Cathedral’s Saturday Singing Club is all about 
inspiring children to love singing and learn about 
music through having fun.  In 2020 we are reaching 
beyond singing at a Cathedral service at least once a 
term to perform at Chester’s Storyhouse and we are 
planning a joint concert with Liverpool Anglican  
Cathedral’s Junior Choir.
 
As part of the Cathedral’s ministry for young people 
the Singing Club meets each Saturday morning in 
school term time in the Cathedral Song School.  We 
welcome all Primary school aged children from across 
Chester, Cheshire and North Wales.
 
The Singing Club is an ideal introduction to regular 
singing and increasing the musical skills and  
confidence of children.  As part of the Cathedral’s 
musical family the Singing Club has inspired a number 
of young people to become Choristers.  This is not 
an expectation or a requirement but is very welcome 
and helps our Choir reach and welcome young people 
from many different schools across the area.
 

There’s no experience necessary and our primary goals 
are to inspire a love of music, build confidence and 
have fun learning both sacred and secular songs. We  
especially like learning music theory through playing 
musical games.  One of our favourites is ‘The Smarties 
Game’ which involved putting a Smartie, M&M or Jelly 
Tot on a printed musical stave to correctly identify a 
note. This helps children to read music. 
 
This Easter the Saturday Singing Club is the children’s 
choir in English Touring Opera’s performance of Bach’s 
St John Passion at Storyhouse on Maundy Thursday.  
Tickets available from the Storyhouse.  
 
We welcome you to share the Saturday Singing Club 
with young people, schools or groups.  Please ask 
them to email chestercathedralsingingclub@gmail.
com or call 07950 610055. 
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number of items available in the Cathedral at the moment.  Pick up 
one of the Prayer Cards, a copy of The Gospel of John or one of the 
Cathedrals at Night flyers - all are availble from the Cathedral  
Welcome Desk.

Do you plan to visit other cathedrals during this, the Year of Pilgrimage? If you do, make sure 
you purchase a Pilgrim Passport and have it stamped at each English cathedral you visit.  
 
The Pilgrim Passport is in stock now, in the Cathedral Gift Shop, priced £4.99

Visiting Cathedrals..?


