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WELCOME
We welcome you to this beautiful church in the heart of the city for a celebration
of the Holy Eucharist. This cathedral is the seat of the Bishop of Chester and the
core of a Christian community that has worshipped here and worked together for
over 1100 years. It is a place where the mission of the church is to proclaim God’s
love is central, and your welcome on line presence here for worship helps to
strengthen this vital act of witness.

THE GATHERING
HYMN
1

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven
who like thee his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise the everlasting King!

2

Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Praise him! Praise him!
Glorious in his faithfulness!

3

Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:
Praise him! Praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows!

4

Angels, help us to adore him,
ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space:
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace!
PRAISE MY SOUL
John Goss (1800-80)

Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)

2

The President says

WELCOME AND GREETING

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.
OPENING PRAYER
God is our refuge and strength,
ready to help us whenever we are in trouble.
Come and return to the Lord,
and see the awesome things he has done for us.
Be still and know the presence of God,
for God is with us, his Spirit is here.
All sit or kneel

cf Psalm 46

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

The Deacon introduces the Confession
My brothers and sisters,
as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ
in word and sacrament, let us call to mind and confess our sins.
After a short silence, all say
Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us, bring us back to yourself
as those who once were dead but now have life
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
KYRIE
The choir sings
Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.
Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us.
ABSOLUTION

The President says
May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
3

COLLECT
The President says
Let us pray.
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE NEW TESTAMENT
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

3. 12-17

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And
be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
All stand
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HYMN

1

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.

2

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

3

Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.
MANNHEIM
Friedrich Filitz (1804-76)

James Edmeston (1791-1867)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
The Lord is a great God,
O that today you would listen to his voice. Harden not your hearts.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

HOLY GOSPEL
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

19 25b-27

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said
to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple,
‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his
own home.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All sit

5

SERMON
All stand
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All sit

6

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,
let us pray to the Father.
After each petition the following response may be used
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
At the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
All stand

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
PEACE
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says,
‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

7

HYMN

All our blessings, all our joys
with thankful hearts we sing,
God of love and faithfulness,
accept the praise we bring.
1

For fellowship and friendship
for all we have to give,
for those who’ve shared our journey
and taught us how to live.

2

For all who’ve shared our sorrow,
walked with us in our pain,
who’ve held our hand through darkness
and showed us light again.

3

In sacrifice and service
your love is clearly shown,
your outstretched arms embrace us
to bring us safely home.

Ally Barrett (born 1975)
© Ally Barrett

ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL
William Henry Monk (1823-89)

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
The President says
God of mercy and compassion, your Word calls us home to faith and love.
Accept all we offer you this day, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator,
loving and faithful, holy and strong.
You made us and the whole universe, and filled your world with life.
You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our Saviour, Mary's child.
He suffered on the cross; he died to save us from our sins;
he rose in glory from the dead.
You send your Spirit to bring new life to the world,
and clothe us with power from on high.
And so we join the angels to celebrate and sing:
The choir sings
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Osanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domine. Osanna in excelsis.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The President continues
Father, on the night before he died,
Jesus shared a meal with his friends.
He took the bread, and thanked you.
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you. This is my blood,
the new promise of God's unfailing love.
Do this to remember me.
9

Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.
Father, as we bring this bread and wine,
and remember his death and resurrection,
send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts
may be fed by Christ's body and his blood.
Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another,
work for the healing of the earth,
and share the good news of Jesus,
as we wait for his coming in glory.
For honour and praise belong to you, Father,
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
All sit, silence is kept
LORD’S PRAYER
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
The President says

BREAKING OF BREAD

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
10

AGNUS DEI
The choir sings
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, misere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, misere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

The President says

GIVING OF COMMUNION

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The choir sings

COMMUNION MOTET

1

Virgin-born, we bow before thee: blessèd was the womb that bore thee;
Mary, Mother meek and mild, blessèd was she in her Child.

2

Blessèd was the breast that fed thee; blessèd was the hand that led thee;
blessèd was the parent's eye that watched thy slumbering infancy.

3

Blessèd she by all creation, who brought forth the world's salvation;
blessèd they, for ever blest, who love thee most and serve thee best.

4

Virgin-born, we bow before thee: blessèd was the womb that bore thee;
Mary, Mother meek and mild, blessèd was she in her Child.

Reginald Heber (1783-1826)

The President says

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life:
help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
All stand
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THE DISMISSAL
HYMN
1

Father, hear the prayer we offer:
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

2

Not for ever in green pastures
do we ask our way to be;
but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.

3

Not for ever by still waters
would we idly rest and stay;
but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.

4

Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wanderings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.
SUSSEX
English Traditional Melody
arranged Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Love Maria Willis (nee Whitcomb) (1824-1908)

BLESSING

The President says

May the Father from whom every family in earth and heaven receives its name
strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
The Deacon says
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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