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WELCOME 

 

We welcome you to this Holy Eucharist. The Christian community has 

worshipped here and worked together for over 1100 years. It is a place where 

the mission of the church is to proclaim God’s love, and your on line presence 

here for worship helps to strengthen this vital act of witness. 
 

 

WORSHIP DURING THE CATHEDRAL BUILDING CLOSURE 

 

Whilst the building and its grounds are closed until further notice, as a Cathedral 

and Abbey we are continuing to keep a rhythm of prayer and openness which 

has been alive for centuries.  Even though the Cathedral will be closed to the 

public the clergy will still maintain a pattern of daily prayer, praying for the needs 

of the nation and our world at this time. 
 

Prayer has been offered in this place for many centuries and it will continue.  We 

are considering ways in which we can serve and support our community, our city 

and county, by reaching out to people through prayer, social media and through 

serving the community. Updates will be published on the Cathedral website. 

 

The Very Revd Dr Tim Stratford, Dean of Chester said, “At this challenging time 

for the whole human race we know how important it is to pray to our loving 

Father who created and gave to us life.  And all we know about God tells us that 

we should love and care for one another.  In these unprecedented days that 

means limiting our contact with others for a season to cut transmission of a 

deadly virus.  
 

Chester Cathedral will open again as soon as we are advised that this would be 

of public benefit. 
 

In the mean time we will ensure that you can join with the prayers of 

the community that lives here on the internet at chestercathedral.com/stream.  

 

 

 

 

Remember the Daily Service is available on BBC Radio 4 Long Wave and Digital 

each morning at 09.45. 
 

 

http://chestercathedral.com/stream
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SEASON OF PASSIONTIDE 
 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent (often called Passion Sunday in the Church of 

England) marks a significant development in our keeping of the last two 

weeks of Lent. Passiontide is not in any sense a separate season – it remains 

firmly a part of Lent – but it does add another layer of meaning, and the cross 

is much closer now. This change in emphasis comes through, in the tone of 

the collect and the readings, which relate more directly to the passion, and 

through the choice of hymns, which focus our thoughts and prayers upon 

Calvary. Passiontide also has about it a feeling of mounting tension as we 

approach the drama of Holy Week. 

 

In these troubled times, we sense that the darkness which is hanging over the 

country and world. As Jesus prepares to enter the city of Jerusalem to 

undergo his Passion and Death,  the clouds are darkening and the storm is 

gathering around him with the pace of events increasing daily as the story 

moves rapidly towards the dreadful climax of Good Friday.  

 

The themes of Passiontide are beautifully expressed in the proper preface of 

the Eucharistic Prayer, and we could hardly do better than to use this preface 

as a focus for our meditations in this final stage of our pilgrimage through 

Lent – ‘For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near the whole 

world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. The power of the life-

giving cross reveals the judgement that has come upon the world and the 

triumph of Christ crucified. He is the victim who dies no more, the Lamb 

once slain, who lives for ever, our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 

exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, for ever praising you …’ 

This preface captures well the mystery of Christ’s passion in which paradox 

plays a large part, for as we reflect upon the betrayal and crucifixion of Jesus 

we become ever more convinced that ‘the tree of shame was made the tree 

of glory; and where life was lost, there life has been restored.’ We adore you, 

O Christ, and we bless you; because by your holy cross you have redeemed 

the world. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Material from Common Worship included in this service is copyright  © The 

Archbishop’s Council 2000 Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard 

Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. CCLI Licence Number: 177097 
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PRAYERS TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

A prayer for the world 

 

God of love and hope, 

you made the world and care for all creation, 

but the world feels strange right now. 

The news is full of stories about Coronavirus. 

Some people are worried that they might get ill.  

Others are anxious for their family and friends. 

Be with them and help them to find peace. 

We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists, 

and all who are working to discover the right medicines 

to help those who are ill. 

Thank you that even in these anxious times, you are with us.  

Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A prayer for those who are ill or in isolation 

 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill,  afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness,  be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered  alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

A prayer for those feeling anxious 

  

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A prayer remembering God is with us 

  

Lord God, you are always with me. 

You are with me in the day and in the night. 

You are with me when I’m happy and when I’m sad. 

You are with me when I’m healthy and when I am ill. 

You are with me when I am peaceful and when I am worried. 

Today I am feeling (name how you are feeling)  

because (reasons you are feeling this way). 

Help me to remember that you love me 

 and are with me in everything today. Amen.  
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THE GATHERING 

 
WELCOME AND GREETING 

 

The President says 

 

 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

We preach Christ crucified, 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 

We adore you, O Christ and we bless you. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

God shows his love for us  

in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Let us then show our love for him 

by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.  
 

After a short silence, all say 

 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness,  

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love and marred your image in us.  

We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness  

to walk as children of light. Amen.  

 

KYRIE  
 

 Lord have mercy upon us. 

 Christ have mercy upon us. 

 Lord have mercy upon us. 
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ABSOLUTION 

 

May God the Father who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive you your sins  

and make you holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 COLLECT 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Most merciful God,  

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

    

 A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.                             8. 6-11 

 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God; it does not submit to God’s law – indeed it cannot, and those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you 

are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 

not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 130 

 

1 Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice;   

 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2     If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss,   

 O Lord, who could stand? 

3     But there is forgiveness with you,   

 so that you shall be feared.  

4     I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;   

 in his word is my hope. 

5     My soul waits for the Lord, more than the night watch for the morning,   

 more than the night watch for the morning.  

6     O Israel, wait for the Lord,  

 for with the Lord there is mercy; 

7     With him is plenteous redemption   

 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.           11. 1-45 

 Glory to you, O Lord.   

     

A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 

his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 

message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he 

said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The 

disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 

are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of 

daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see 

the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light 

is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, 

if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking 

about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then 

Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called 

the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.’ 
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When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed 

at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am 

the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her 

in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed 

her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When 

Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They 

said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See 

how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes 

of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the 

dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 

four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards 

and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear 

me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 

may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 

with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind 

him, and let him go.’ Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 

had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

All sit 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

After each petition the following response may be used 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

At the end 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PEACE 
 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus 

we have been brought near through the shedding  

of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you.       
 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR   
 

 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from hatred to love; 

make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory. Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 

the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. 

The power of the life-giving cross 

reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 

and the triumph of Christ crucified. 

He is the victim who dies no more, the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 

our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 

exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 

for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest 
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All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, 

who, in your tender mercy, gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 

who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered 

a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction 

for the sins of the whole world; 

he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue, 

a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 
 

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, 

and grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, 

according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, 

in remembrance of his death and passion, 

may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 

who on the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 

 Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free, 

 You are the Saviour of the world.  

 

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, 

in remembrance of the precious death and passion, 

the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

we offer you through him this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Grant that by his merits and death, and through faith in his blood, 

we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins 

and all other benefits of his passion. 

Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 

to offer you any sacrifice, yet we pray that you will accept this 

the duty and service that we owe. 

Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences, 

and fill us all who share in this holy communion 

with your grace and heavenly blessing; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 

almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Standing at the foot of the cross, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF BREAD 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 
 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

 Let us pray. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 

BLESSING 

 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith,  

a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven;  

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

A HYMN TO PRAY 

 

1 Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, lead thou me on; 

 the night is dark, and I am far from home; lead thou me on. 

 Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see the distant scene;  

 one step enough for me. 

 

2 I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thou shouldst lead me on; 

 I loved to choose, and see my path; but now lead thou me on. 

 I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 

 pride ruled my will: remember not past years. 

 

3 So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still will lead me on, 

 o'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till the night is gone, 

 and with the morn those angel faces smile, 

 which I have loved long since, and lost a while. 
 
St John Henry Newman (1801-90) 
 

A CANTICLE TO PRAY 

 

1     Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,  

that you should follow in his steps. 

2     He committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips,  

when he was reviled, he did not revile in turn. 

3     When he suffered, he did not threaten,  

but he trusted himself to God who judges justly. 

4     Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

5     By his wounds, you have been healed, for you were straying like sheep,   

but have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

1 Peter 2.21b–25 
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CATHEDRAL PRAYERS 

 

 During this crucial time, if you have anyone or situation you would like to 

 remember in our prayers, please contact Jane Jones 

 janejones.emrys@btinternet.com who is co-ordinating a special list.  

 Confidentially will be respected, if requested. 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday   

All nurses, consultants, doctors and staff in all our hospitals  

The Bishop’s Staff meeting today on line 

On World Bipolar Day, pray for all who live with this condition, affecting some one 

in a hundred people. Pray for greater awareness and the removal of social stigma 

 

Tuesday  

All who are isolated or lonely at home 

For the gift of poetry as the church remembers the life of John Donne today 

In Autism Awareness Week, pray for greater understanding of this condition 

 

Wednesday  

The Queen, Prince for Wales, Government and all political leaders at this time  

As the church remembers the Christian Socialist, F.D. Maurice who was passionate 

in his support for the education of working men - pray for all who work today to 

widen educational opportunities 

 

Thursday 

For all volunteers in churches and communities supporting the vulnerable  

Pray also for all who write for children, and encourage a delight in the written 

word, on International Children’s Book Day 

 

Friday 

Scientists and those researching to find a vaccine for the Coronavirus 

Bishop Keith as he leads the Diocese during this time of vacancy 

Remember all children and students at home learning on line 

 

Saturday 

The police and armed forces and for their help in supporting the Government 

Those who are struggling mentally to live well during this time 
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CATHEDRAL CROSS FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

 

We’re planning to create a cross covered with prayer requests 

both with the names of both those who are ill and  need prayer,  

and also with stories and prayers  

of those who are bringing God’s love, compassion and care 

to those who are suffering, isolated or anxious at this time. 

 

 

If you’d like to send in your ‘nail’ story to be pinned to the cross 

then please send these to Jane at 

janejones.emrys@btinternet.com  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


