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THE GATHERING 
 

1 Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

 with angels round the throne; 

 ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 

 but all their joys are one. 
 

2 'Worthy the Lamb that died,' they cry, 

 'to be exalted thus!' 

 'Worthy the Lamb!' our lips reply, 

 'For he was slain for us.' 
 

3 Jesus is worthy to receive 

 honour and power divine; 

 and blessings, more than we can give, 

 be, Lord, for ever thine. 
 

4 Let all creation join in one 

 to bless the sacred name 

 of him that sits upon the throne, 

 and to adore the Lamb. 
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

GREETING 

 

 Grace, mercy and peace  from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed Alleluia! 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

God has claimed us as his own. 

He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world.  
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

 Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

 Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

 and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  
          cf 1 Corinthians 5.7,8 
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Like Mary at the empty tomb, 

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 

we are afraid to be seen as your followers.  

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Like Thomas in the upper room, 

we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

 

May the God of love and power  

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the Highest,  
and peace to his people on Earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
Almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy upon us: 
you are seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit  

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
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COLLECT 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty Father, 

you have given your only Son to die for our sins 

and to rise again for our justification: 

grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 

that we may always serve you 

in pureness of living and truth; 

through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.                                 2. 14a. 22-32 

 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 

and addressed the crowd: ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to 

say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 

wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 

know this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those 

outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 

because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says 

concerning him,  “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right 

hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my 

tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you will not 

abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of 

gladness with your presence.” ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently 

of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is 

with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 

with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 

Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He 

was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.” This 

Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.’ 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 16 

Preserve me,  
O God, for in you have I taken refuge;  
I have said to the Lord,  
‘You are my lord,  
all my good depends on you.’ 

All my delight is upon the godly  
that are in the land,    
upon those who are noble in heart. 

Though the idols are legion  
that many run after,    
their drink offerings of blood I will not offer,  
neither make mention of their names upon my lips. 

The Lord himself is my portion and my cup;   
in your hands alone is my fortune. 

My share has fallen in a fair land;    
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
 
I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel,  
and in the night watches he instructs my heart. 

I have set the Lord always before me;  
he is at my right hand; I shall not fall. 

Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices;  
my flesh also shall rest secure. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Death,  
nor suffer your faithful one to see the Pit. 
 
You will show me the path of life;  
in your presence is the fullness of joy  
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

HOLY GOSPEL  

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.      20. 1-18  

 Glory to you, O Lord.   

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 

one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out 

of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter 

and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 

the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, 

and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 

cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 

rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 

disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the 

tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 

two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 

at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are 

you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I 

do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she 

turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 

are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, 

if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 

take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not 

hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 

my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that 

he had said these things to her. 
                                     

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

After each petition the following response is used 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 At the end 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PEACE 
 

 The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you.       
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR 

 

Risen Lord Jesus Christ, we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 

When you break bread may we recognise you as the fire that burns 

within us, that we may bring light to your world. Amen. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 
 

For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
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Holy, holy, holy  

Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

 We praise and bless you, loving Father,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes  

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people,  

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints  

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF BREAD 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 
  

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

 God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray.  
 

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ 

you have assured your children of eternal life 

and in baptism have made us one with him: 

deliver us from the death of sin 

and raise us to new life in your love, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 

BLESSING 

 

The God of peace,  

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep,  

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 In the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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HYMN 

 

1 Thou whose almighty word 

 chaos and darkness heard, 

 and took their flight; 

 hear us, we humbly pray, 

 and where the Gospel-day 

 sheds not its glorious ray, 

 let there be light. 

 

2 Thou, who didst come to bring 

 on thy redeeming wing 

 healing and sight, 

 health to the sick in mind, 

 sight to the inly blind, 

 O now to humankind, 

 let there be light.  

 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 

 life-giving, holy Dove, 

 speed forth thy flight; 

 move on the water's face, 

 bearing the lamp of grace, 

 and in earth's darkest place 

 let there be light. 

 

4 Holy and blessed Three, 

 glorious Trinity, 

 Wisdom, Love, Might; 

 boundless as ocean's tide 

 rolling in fullest pride, 

 through the earth far and wide 

 let there be light. 

 
John Marriott (1780-1825) 
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