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WELCOME 
 

EASTER SEASON 

 

The proclamation of Christ’s triumph over death opens a season filled with joy and 

thanksgiving. The great fifty days of Eastertide, from Easter Day to Pentecost, form a 

unity: thus Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost are not a succession of seasons, but a 

single season encompassing the three mysteries of the resurrection, the ascension, 

and the coming of the Holy Spirit. This season enjoys a unique place in the liturgical 

calendar, focusing our attention upon the central tenets of the Christian faith, and 

reminding us that our Easter faith is more than simply that God raised Jesus: it is 

also that Jesus has been taken into glory and the Spirit has been poured out. 
 

THE GATHERING 

 

 HYMN 
 

1 Morning has broken, 

 like the first morning, 

 blackbird has spoken 

 like the first bird; 

 praise for the singing, 

 praise for the morning, 

 praise for them springing 

 fresh from the Word.  
  

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, 

 sunlit from heaven, 

 like the first dewfall 

 on the first grass; 

 praise for the sweetness, 

 of the wet garden, 

 sprung in completeness 

 where his feet pass.  

  

3 Mine is the sunlight, 

 mine is the morning, 

 born of the one light 

 Eden saw play; 

 praise with elation, 

 praise every morning, 

 God's re-creation 

 of the new day. 
BUNESSAN 

Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)            Anonymous Gaelic 
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GREETING  
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 

 

The light and peace of Jesus Christ  

be with you and also with you.  

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.  

Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.  

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

‘I set no store by life: I only want to finish the race and complete the task 

that the Lord has assigned to me, of bearing witness to the gospel of God’s 

grace.’ Let us confess our failure to live up to our calling.  
 

Lord Jesus, you said to your disciples:  

‘You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.’  

Lord, have mercy.     

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Lord Jesus, we know that the harvest is plentiful  

but the labourers are few.  

Christ, have mercy.     

Christ, have mercy.   
  

Lord Jesus, you appointed us to go  

and bear fruit that will last.  

Lord, have mercy.     

Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

May the God of love and power  

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA 

 

Glory to God in the Highest,  

and peace to his people on Earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

Almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy upon us: 

you are seated  

at the right hand of the Father,  

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit  

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

COLLECT 

 

The President says 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit 

the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:  

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,  

that in their vocation and ministry  

they may serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name;  

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,  

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 

 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.                                       2. 42-47 

 

Many were baptised and were added to the community. They devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs 

were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all 

things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute 

the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 

together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 

and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 

And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.  

  

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 23 

 

 The Lord is my shepherd:  

 therefore can I lack nothing.  
 

 He shall feed me in a green pasture:  

 and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.   
 

 He shall convert my soul:  

   and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name’s sake.  
 

 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

 I will fear no evil:  

 for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.  
 

 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me:  

 thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.  
 

 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  

 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.  
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HOLY GOSPEL  

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.            10. 1-10 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: ’Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter 

the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 

The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 

his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 

they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech 

with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again 

Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 

came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 

them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in 

and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one  baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,  

 let us pray to the Father. 

 

After each petition the following response is used 

 

Lord, hear your people 

and answer our prayers. 
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 At the end 

 

Lord of all, you have called each of us to serve you  

in your world and in your Church;  

strengthen and equip us by your Spirit to recognise your call to us, 

and give us grace and courage to fulfil that calling,  

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

 PEACE 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life.   
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

THE PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR 

 

The President says  
 

 Heavenly Father,  

 as we set before you these gifts of bread and wine,  

 bless also the gift of our hearts and minds  

 as we offer our lives in your service; for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

 Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy  

at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise,  

heavenly Father, source of all that is,  

for you have called our world into existence, 

and filled it with abundant life.  

You called a chosen people as your own,  

and led them in the way of holiness.  

You called your beloved Son,  

in whom you were well pleased,  

to give his life for us on the cross, and rise again in glory.  

And now we give you thanks  

that you call men and women to equip  

your holy people for the work of ministry,  

for the building up of the body of Christ.  
 

Holy, holy, holy  

Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 We praise and bless you, loving Father,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  

 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes  

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints  

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF BREAD 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

 

 God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

 Let us pray.  

 

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 

and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 

keep us always under his protection, 

and give us grace to follow in his steps; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 
 

BLESSING 

 

 May the boldness of the Spirit transform you,  

 may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you,  

 may the gifts of the Spirit equip you to serve and worship God; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 In the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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HYMN 

 

1 Christ, when for us you were baptised 

 God's Spirit on you came, 

 as peaceful as a dove, and yet 

 as urgent as a flame. 

 

2 God called you his belovèd Son, 

 called you his servant too; 

 his kingdom you were called to preach, 

 his holy will to do. 

 

3 Straightway and steadfast until death 

 you then obeyed his call, 

 freely as Son of Man to serve, 

 and give your life for all. 

 

4 Baptise us with your Spirit, Lord, 

 your cross on us be signed, 

 that likewise in God's service we 

 may perfect freedom find. 

 
Francis Bland Tucker (1895-1984)                                                    BILLING 
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