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WELCOME 
 

We welcome you to this beautiful church in the heart of the city for a celebration 

of the Holy Eucharist. This cathedral is the seat of the Bishop of Chester and the 

core of a Christian community that has worshipped here and worked together for 

over 1100 years. It is a place where the mission of the church is central to 

proclaim God’s love, and your welcome presence here for on line worship helps 

to strengthen this vital act of witness. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Material from Common Worship included in this service is copyright © The 

Archbishop’s Council 2000 Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard 

Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995   National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. CCLI Licence Number: 177097 
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THE GATHERING 
 

 HYMN 
 

1 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 

 and publish abroad his wonderful name; 

 the name all-victorious of Jesus extol; 

 his kingdom is glorious, and rules over all. 

 

2 God ruleth on high, almighty to save; 

 and still he is nigh, his presence we have; 

 the great congregation his triumph shall sing, 

 ascribing salvation to Jesus our king. 

 

3 'Salvation to God who sits on the throne!' 

 let all cry aloud, and honour the Son; 

 the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 

 fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 

 

4 Then let us adore, and give him his right: 

 all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 

 all honour and blessing, with angels above, 

 and thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love. 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
 
     GREETING 
  

Grace, mercy and peace  from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
 

OPENING RESPONSES 

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power. 

For you have created all things, 

and by your will they have their being. 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, 

and by your blood you ransomed us for God. 

From every tribe and language and nation, 

you have made us to be a kingdom and priests serving our God. 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour and glory and might 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. 

Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness,  

all slander and malice, 

and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 

 

We have not always worshipped God, our creator. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION  
 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you,  

we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away  

the sin of the world:  

have mercy upon us;  

you are seated at the right hand  

of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
 

 

COLLECT 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants grace, 

by the confession of a true faith,  

to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity 

and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: 

keep us steadfast in this faith, 

that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 

 A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.             23. 11-13 

 

Brothers and sisters, put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one 

another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet 

one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

all of you.  

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN 
 

 

1 Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

 with angels round the throne; 

 ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 

 but all their joys are one. 

 

2 'Worthy the Lamb that died,' they cry, 

 'to be exalted thus!' 

 'worthy the Lamb!' our lips reply, 

 'for he was slain for us.' 

 

3 Jesus is worthy to receive 

 honour and power divine; 

 and blessings, more than we can give, 

 be, Lord, for ever thine. 

 

4 Let all creation join in one 

 to bless the sacred name 

 of him that sits upon the throne, 

 and to adore the Lamb. 

 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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HOLY GOSPEL  

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.      28. 16-20 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 

And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age.’  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 

After each petition the following response may be used 

 

 Lord in your mercy 

 hear our prayer. 

 

And at the end  
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

 PEACE 
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.  

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 

The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
     PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR 

 

Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal, 

give us the bread of everlasting life, 

and make us branches of the true vine. Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

always and everywhere to give you thanks,  

holy Father, almighty and eternal God.  
 

For with your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit   

you are one God, one Lord. 

All that you reveal of your glory,  

the same we believe of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

without any difference or inequality.  

We, your holy Church, acclaim you,  

Father of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, 

worthy of all worship, and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  

Three Persons we adore, one in being and equal in majesty.  
 

And so with angels and archangels, with cherubim and seraphim,  

we sing for ever of your glory:  
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Holy, holy, holy  

Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth  

are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

and according to your holy will,  

these gifts of bread and wine may be to us  

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  

and looking for his coming in glory,  

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  

we bring before you this bread and this cup  

and we thank you for counting us worthy  

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom  

all who share this one bread and one cup,  

so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints,  

may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;   

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF BREAD 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

 God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God 

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 
 

ANTHEM 

 

 Before the throne       Malcolm Boyle 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 

 Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: 

hold us firm in this faith, that we may know you in all your ways 

and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, 

who are three Persons yet one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

BLESSING 

 

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 

defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

HYMN 

 

1 'The kingdom is upon you!' 

 the voice of Jesus cries, 

 fulfilling with its message 

 the wisdom of the wise; 

 it lightens with fresh insight 

 the striving human mind, 

 creating new dimensions 

 of form for humankind. 
 

2 'God's kingdom is upon you!' 

 the message sounds today, 

 it summons every pilgrim 

 to take the questing way, 

 with eyes intent on Jesus, 

 our leader and our friend, 

 who trod faith's road before us, 

 and trod it to the end. 
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3 The kingdom is upon us! 

 Stirred by the Spirit's breath, 

 we glory in its freedom 

 from emptiness and death; 

 we celebrate its purpose, 

 its mission and its goal, 

 alive with the conviction 

 that Christ can make us whole. 

 
Robert Andrew Willis (born 1947)        
© R A Willis                         
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