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WELCOME 
 

We welcome you to this beautiful church in the heart of the city for a celebration of 

the Holy Eucharist. This cathedral is the seat of the Bishop of Chester and the core 

of a Christian community that has worshipped here and worked together for over 

1100 years. It is a place where the mission of the church is central to proclaim 

God’s love, and your online  welcome presence here for worship helps to 

strengthen this vital act of witness. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Material from Common Worship included in this service is copyright  © The 

Archbishop’s Council 2000. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard 

Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995  National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights 

reserved. CCLI Licence Number: 177097 
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THE GATHERING 
 

HYMN 

 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

 to his feet thy tribute bring; 

 ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven 

 who like me his praise should sing! 

 Praise him! Praise him! 

 Praise the everlasting King! 

 

2 Praise him for his grace and favour 

 to our forebears in distress; 

 praise him still the same as ever, 

 slow to chide, and swift to bless: 

 Praise him! Praise him! 

 Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

3 Father-like he tends and spares us; 

 well our feeble frame he knows; 

 in his hands he gently bears us, 

 rescues us from all our foes: 

 Praise him! Praise him! 

 Widely yet his mercy flows! 

 

4 Angels, help us to adore him; 

 ye behold him face to face; 

 sun and moon, bow down before him, 

 dwellers all in time and space: 

 Praise him! Praise him! 

 Praise with us the God of grace!     

                
 
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 

 

GREETING  
 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
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OPENING RESPONSES 

 

Sing out to God; bless God’s name; 

proclaim God’s salvation each day. 

Tell God’s glory among the nations, 

God’s marvellous deeds to the peoples. 

Great is God, deserving of praise 

surrounded by the beauty of his creation. 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice 

let the sea and its creatures resound! 

God is coming to rule the world 

to renew the earth; 

to bring justice to the nations; 

to judge the peoples with truth. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

 My brothers and sisters,  

 as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ  

 in word and sacrament, let us call to mind and confess our sins. 
 

In a dark and disfigured world 

we have not always held out the light of life: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

In a hungry and despairing world 

we have often failed to share our bread: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

In a cold and loveless world 

we have sometimes kept the love of God to ourselves: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

 

May God who loved the world  

so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour  

forgive you your sins and make you holy to serve him in the world,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA 

 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you,  

we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away  

the sin of the world:  

have mercy upon us;  

you are seated at the right hand  

of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

COLLECT 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 

that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

 A reading from the book of Exodus.                             19. 2-8a 
 

The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of 

Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 

mountain. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the 

mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 

Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my 

voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 

the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a 

priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall 

speak to the Israelites.’ So Moses came, summoned the elders of the 

people, and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded 

him. The people all answered as one: ‘Everything that the Lord has spoken 

we will do.’ Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

GRADUAL HYMN 

 

 
We have a gospel to proclaim, 

good news for all throughout the earth; 

the gospel of a Saviour's name: 

we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem 

not in a royal house or hall 

but in a stable dark and dim, 

the Word made flesh, a light for all. 

 

Tell of his death at Calvary, 

hated by those he came to save, 

in lonely suffering on the Cross; 

for all he loved his life he gave. 
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Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 

empty the tomb, for he was free. 

He broke the power of death and hell 

that we might share his victory. 

 

Tell of his reign at God's right hand, 

by all creation glorified. 

He sends his Spirit on his Church 

to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

 

Now we rejoice to name him King: 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

This gospel-message we proclaim: 

we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 
Edward J Burns (born 1938) 
© Edward J Burns 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.      9. 35-10.8 

 Glory to you, O Lord.                 
  

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and 

every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 

because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then 

he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 

therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, 

and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip 

and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of 

Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 

who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 

‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good 

news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give 

without payment.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,  

 let us pray to the Father. 
 

After each petition the following response may be used 
 

 Lord in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
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And at the end  
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PEACE 
 

 Christ is our peace. 

 He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

 We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
)  

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you,  

and of your own do we give you. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord God of truth, 

for by the breath of your mouth you have spoken your word, 

and all things have come into being. 

You fashioned us in your image 

and placed us in the garden of your delight. 

Though we chose the path of rebellion 

you would not abandon your own. 

 

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. 

You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets 

to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 

 As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, 

 we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 

 evermore praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy  

Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth  

are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 

enthroned in splendour and light, 

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 

you reveal the power of your love 

made perfect in our human weakness. 

Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 

loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us; 

dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, 

that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
  
On the night he gave up himself for us all 

he took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 

we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 

and we long for his coming in glory. 

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 

Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

form us into the likeness of Christ 

and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 

Look with favour on your people 

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 

Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free 

and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 

to feast with all your saints at the table in your kingdom, 

where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF BREAD 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

 God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

AGNUS DEI 
 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God 

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 
 
 

 

COMMUNION MOTET 
 

 If ye love me                          Thomas Tallis  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

 Let us pray.  
 

Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these heavenly gifts: 

may our communion strengthen us in faith, 

build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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THE DISMISSAL 

 

BLESSING 

 

God, who from the death of sin raised you to new life in Christ, 

keep you from falling and set you in the presence of his glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

cf Jude 24 
DISMISSAL 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

 

 HYMN 
 

 

1 City of God, how broad and far 

 outspread thy walls sublime! 

 Thy free and loyal people are 

 of every age and clime. 
 

2 One holy Church, one army strong, 

 one steadfast, high intent; 

 one working band, one harvest-song, 

 one King omnipotent. 
 

3 How gleam thy watch-fires through the night 

 with never-fainting ray! 

 How rise thy towers, serene and bright, 

 to meet the dawning day! 
 

4 In vain the surge's angry shock, 

 in vain the drifting sands: 

 unharmed upon the eternal Rock 

 the eternal city stan                  

                                                  
Samuel Johnson (1822-82)                        
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