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WELCOME 
 

We welcome you to this beautiful church in the heart of the city for a celebration 

of the Holy Eucharist. This cathedral is the seat of the Bishop of Chester and the 

core of a Christian community that has worshipped here and worked together for 

over 1100 years. It is a place where the mission of the church is to proclaim God’s 

love is central, and your on line welcome presence here for worship helps to 

strengthen this vital act of witness. 
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THE GATHERING 
 

 HYMN 

 

1 Take up thy cross, the Saviour said, 

 if thou wouldst my disciple be; 

 deny thyself, the world forsake, 

 and humbly follow after me. 
 

2 Take up thy cross-let not its weight 

 fill thy weak spirit with alarm: 

 his strength shall bear thy spirit up, 

 and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm. 
 

3 Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, 

 nor let thy foolish pride rebel: 

 thy Lord for thee the Cross endured, 

 to save thy soul from death and hell. 

 

4 Take up thy cross then in his strength, 

 and calmly every danger brave; 

 'twill guide thee to a better home, 

 and lead to victory o'er the grave. 
 

5 Take up thy cross, and follow Christ, 

 nor think till death to lay it down; 

 for only he who bears the cross 

 may hope to wear the glorious crown. 
 

6 To thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 

 all praise for evermore ascend: 

 O grant us in our home to see 

 the heavenly life that knows no end. 
 

                            BRESLAU 
Charles William Everest (1814-77)                     As Hymondes Sacer (1625 Leipzig) 
 

GREETING  
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
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OPENING RESPONSES 
 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

praise him in the heights. 

Praise him, all you his angels; 

praise him, all his host. 

Praise him, sun and moon; 

praise him, all you stars of light. 

Let everything that has breath; 

praise the Lord! 
cf Psalm 148 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

 

My sisters and brothers as children of God, 

we come to prepare and celebrate the presence of Christ 

in word and sacrament, and so let us call to mind and confess our sins.  
 

 

Father we have sinned against heaven and against you,  

we are not worthy to be called your children.  

We turn to you again. 

Have mercy on us, bring us back to yourself 

as those who once were dead 

but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

ABSOLUTION 
 

 

         Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

  have mercy upon you, 

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

  and keep you in life eternal, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA 

 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you,  

we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away  

the sin of the world:  

have mercy upon us;  

you are seated at the right hand  

of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

COLLECT 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, you have taught us 

that all our doings without love are nothing worth; 

send your Holy Spirit 

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 

the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 

without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

 A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.                       20. 7-13 
 

O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, 

and you have prevailed. I have become a laughing-stock all day long; everyone 

mocks me. For whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, ‘Violence and 

destruction!’ For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and 

derision all day long.  If I say, ‘I will not mention him, or speak any more in his 

name’, then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my 

bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. For I hear many whispering: 

‘Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ All my close 

friends are watching for me to stumble. ‘Perhaps he can be enticed, and we 

can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.’  But the Lord is with me 

like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not 

prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal 

dishonour will never be forgotten.  O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, 

you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to 

you I have committed my cause.  Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has 

delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL PSALM 69. 14-20 
 

 The Lord listens to the needy and his own he does not despise. 
 

 But as for me I make my prayer to you, O Lord;  

 at an acceptable time, O God. 

 Answer me, O God, in the abundance of your mercy 

 and with your sure salvation. 
 

 Draw me out of the mire, that I sink not; 

 let me be resourced from those who hate me and out of the deep waters. 

 Let not the waterflood drown me, neither the deep swallow up; 

 let not the Pit shut its mouth upon me. 
 

 Answer me, Lord, for your loving kindness is good; 

 turn to me in the multitude of your mercies. 

 Hide not your face from your servant; 

 be swift to answer me, for I am in trouble. 

 Draw near to my soul and redeem me; deliver me because of my enemies. 
 

               Colin Mawby  
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HOLY GOSPEL  

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.       10. 24-39 

 Glory to you, O Lord.   

 

‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough 

for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they 

have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 

malign those of his household!  ‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is 

covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 

become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 

hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 

fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your head 

are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows.  

 

 ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before 

others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.  ‘Do not think that I have 

come to bring peace to the earth;  For I have come to set a man against his 

father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.  

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 

whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 

will find it.  
               

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

 In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,  

 let us pray to the Father. 
 

After each petition the following response may be used 
 

 Lord in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
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And at the end  

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PEACE 

 

 Christ is our peace. 

 He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

 We meet in his name and share his peace. 

 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR 

 

Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, 

by whose love heaven is opened, 

by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 

through whom you have created all things; 

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 

he lived on earth and went about among us; 

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 

he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy  

Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth  

are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

   

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  
 

 And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

 his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

 rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

 and looking for his coming in glory, 

 we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

 As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

 we bring before you this bread and this cup 

 and we thank you for counting us worthy 

 to stand in your presence and serve you. 

  

 Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

 and gather into one in your kingdom 

 all who share this one bread and one cup, 

 so that we, in the company  

 of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, 

 may praise and glorify you for ever, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF BREAD 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.  

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

AGNUS DEI 
 

 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God 

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God  

you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION MOTET 
 
  

 Ave Verum         W A Mozart 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

 Let us pray. 

  

Loving Father,  

we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: 

sustain us with your Spirit,  

that we may serve you here on earth 

until our joy is complete in heaven,  

and we share in the eternal banquet 

with Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

   
BLESSING 

 

The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself,  

the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service,  

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts;  

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

 HYMN 
 

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

 urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

 sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 

 Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 

2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

 speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

 teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 

 Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 
 

3 Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 

 spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care; 

 for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

 Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

4 Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him, 

 loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 

 hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 

 Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

5 Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,  

 self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 

 past put behind us, for the future take us, 

 Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926)                          LORD FOR THE YEARS 
© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe                              Michael Baughen (born 1930) 
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