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The Gathering
HYMN

Praise, my soul,
the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed,
restored, forgiven
who like thee
his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise the everlasting King!
Praise him for his
grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Praise him! Praise him!
Glorious in his faithfulness!

The Gathering

Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:
Praise him! Praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows!
Angels, help us to adore him,
ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before
him,
dwellers all in time and space:
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace!
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)

The Gathering
GREETING
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.
OPENING RESPONSES
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you his angels;
praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you stars of light.
Let everything that has breath;
praise the Lord!
cf Psalm 148

The Gathering

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
My brothers and sisters,
as we prepare to celebrate
the presence of Christ
in word and sacrament,
let us call to mind and confess
our sins.
O King enthroned on high,
filling the earth with your glory:
holy is your name,
Lord God almighty.
In our sinfulness
we cry to you
to take our guilt away,
and to cleanse our lips
to speak your word,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Gathering
ABSOLUTION
May God
who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy
to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Gathering
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away
the sin of the world:
have mercy upon us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Gathering
COLLECT
Let us pray.
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully
to hear the prayers
of your people who call upon you;
and grant that
they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power
faithfully to fulfil them;
through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
THE OLD TESTAMENT
A reading from the book of Ezekiel.
The word of the Lord came to
me: What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set
on edge’? As I live, says the Lord God,
this proverb shall no more be used by
you in Israel. Know that all lives are
mine; the life of the parent as well as
the life of the child is mine: it is only
the person who sins that shall die. Yet
you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’
Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair? When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and
commit iniquity, they shall die for it;
for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die.

The Liturgy of the Word
Again, when the wicked turn away
from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and
right, they shall save their life. Because
they considered and turned away
from all the transgressions that they
had committed, they shall surely live;
they shall not die. Yet the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is
unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways
unfair? Is it not your ways that are
unfair? Therefore I will judge you,
O house of Israel, all of you according
to your ways, says the Lord God.
Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will
be your ruin. Cast away from you all
the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? For I have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord God.
Turn, then, and live.
Ezekiel 18. 1-4, 25-end
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Liturgy of the Word
HYMN
All authority and power,
every status and domain,
now belongs to one who suffered
our redemption to obtain;
angels, demons, kings and rulers
over all shall Jesus reign!
All the nations owe him worship,
every tongue shall call him Lord;
how are they to call upon him
if his name they have not heard?
Therefore go and make disciples,
preach his gospel, spread his
word.

The Liturgy of the Word

All the clear commands of Jesus
must be heeded and obeyed;
full provision for our weakness
in his teaching he has made;
in the gospel words and symbols
saving truth to us conveyed.
All the time he will be with us,
always, to the end of days;
with his own believing people
who keep steadfast in his ways;
God the Father, Son, and Spirit
bless us and to God be praise!
Christopher Idle (born 1938)
© Christopher Idle/Jubilate Hymns Ltd

The Liturgy of the Word
HOLY GOSPEL
Hear the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you O Lord.

When Jesus entered the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority
are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” Jesus said to
them, “I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer,
then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or
was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ But if
we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John
as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.
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“What do you think? A man had two
sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but
later he changed his mind and went.
The father went to the second and
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go,
sir’; but he did not go. Which of the
two did the will of his father?” They
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. For
John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even
after you saw it, you did not change
your minds and believe him.
Matthew 21. 23-32

The Liturgy of the Word
SERMON

The Liturgy of the Word
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were
made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the
Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom
will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds
from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the
resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

PRAYERS
OF INTERCESSION
After each petition the following response
is used
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
At the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
PEACE
We are all one in Christ Jesus.
We belong to him through faith,
heirs of the promise
of the Spirit of peace.
The peace of the Lord
be always with you
and also with you.
www.justgiving.com/campaign/
ChesterCathedral
PREPARATION
OF THE ALTAR
Blessed be God,
who feeds the hungry,
who raises the poor,
who fills our praise.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks
to the Lord our God.
It is right to give
thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus
Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have
created all things;
who was sent by you in your great
goodness to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
he took flesh;
as your Son,
born of the blessed Virgin,

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
he lived on earth
and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms
for us on the cross;
he put an end to death
by dying for us;
and revealed the resurrection
by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will
and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim
your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth
are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee,
O Lord most high. Amen.
Blessed is he
that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
Lord, you are holy indeed,
the source of all holiness;
grant that by
the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night
that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying:
Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his
death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made
once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate
this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you
this bread and this cup
and we thank you
for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence
and serve you.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share
this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom,
and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
BREAKING OF BREAD
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many,
we are one body,
because we all share
in one bread.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
AGNUS DEI
O Lamb of God
that takest away the sins of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Lamb of God
that takest away the sins of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Lamb of God
that takest away the sins of the world;
grant us thy peace.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
ANTHEM
Fair is the Heaven

William Harris

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you have taught us through your Son
that love is the fulfilling of the law:
grant that we may love you
with our whole heart
and our neighbours as ourselves;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Dismissal
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you
and give you peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you
always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The Dismissal
HYMN
Guide me,
O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty,
hold me with thy powerful hand:
bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore.
Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth
flow;
let the fiery, cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and
shield.

The Dismissal

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell's
destruction
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs of praises
I will ever give to thee.

William Williams (1717-91)
tr Peter Williams (1727-96)
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