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The Gathering
HYMN

All creatures of
our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia, alleluia.
Thou burning sun
with golden beam,
thou silver moon
with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Thou flowing water,
pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia.
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
that givest us
both warmth and light:
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Dear mother earth,
who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia.
The flowers and fruits
that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show:

Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness;
O praise him, alleluia.
Praise, praise the Father,
praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit,
Three in One;
William Henry Draper (1855-1933)
St Francis of Assisi's Canticle of the Sun

The Gathering
GREETING
May God,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
who is wonderful in all his works,
be with you all.
And also with you.

The Gathering
CANTICLE OF THE SUN
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord,
no mortal lips are worthy to
pronounce your name.
We praise you, Lord,
for all your creatures,
especially for Brother Sun,
who is the day
through whom you give us light.
We praise you, Lord,
for Sister Moon and the stars,
in the heavens you have made
them bright, precious and fair.
We praise you, Lord,
for Brothers Wind and Air,
fair and stormy,
all weather's moods,
by which you cherish
all that you have made.
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water,
so useful, humble,
precious and pure.
We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire,
through whom
you light the night.
We praise you, Lord, for Sister Earth,
who sustains us with her fruits,
coloured flowers, and herbs.
We praise and bless you, Lord,
and give you thanks,
and serve you in all humility.
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
Consider the birds of the air;
they do not sow or gather into barns,
yet our heavenly Father feeds them.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow;
they do not toil nor spin,
yet even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
How little faith we have.
Seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Matthew 6.26,28-30,33

The Gathering
ABSOLUTION
May God
who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy
to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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GLORIA
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
et in terra pax hominibus bonae
voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, glorificamus te,
gratias agimus tibi
propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, rex coelestis,
Deus pater omnipotens,
Domine fili unigenite Jesu Christe.
Domine Deus, agnus Dei, filius patris.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe
deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
tu solus Dominus,
tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe.
Cum sancto spiritu,
in Gloria Dei patris. Amen.

The Gathering
COLLECT
Let us pray.
O God, you ever delight
to reveal yourself
to the childlike and lowly of heart:
grant that, following the example
of the blessed Francis,
we may count
the wisdom of this world
as foolishness
and know only Jesus Christ
and him crucified,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
THE OLD TESTAMENT
A reading from Psalm 148
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you his angels;
praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you stars of light.
Praise him, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded
and they were created.
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HYMN
God be merciful and bless us;
shine upon us with your face,
that the earth may know your
actions
and all lands your saving grace.
O God, may the peoples praise
you;
may all peoples sing your praise.
For you judge the nations justly,
ruling over every race.
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May they sing with joy and
gladness;
may they all rejoice as one.
O God, may the peoples praise
you
as they all unite in song.
Then the land will yield its
harvest;
God will pour his gifts abroad.
God, our God, will surely bless us;
all the earth will fear our God.
Sing Psalms 2003
Metrical translation of Psalm 67

© Psalmody Committee of the Free
Church of Scotland
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HOLY GOSPEL
Hear the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you O Lord.
Therefore I tell you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life
more than food, and the body more
than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? And can
any of you by worrying add a single
hour to your span of life? And why
do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they neither toil nor
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one
of these.
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But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will he not much more clothe you—
you of little faith? Therefore do not
worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or
“What will we drink?” or “What will
we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who
strive for all these things; and indeed
your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But strive first
for the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. ‘So do not
worry
about
tomorrow,
for
tomorrow will bring worries of its
own. Today’s trouble is enough for
today.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Matthew 6. 25-34
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ST FRANCIS REFLECTION

What worried you during Lockdown?
How were you helped?

Diana
Ken
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts
through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God
the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
PRAYERS
OF INTERCESSION
After each petition the following response is
used

Prayer 1
Make me a channel
of your peace.
Where there is hatred,
let me bring your love.
Where there is injury
your pardon, Lord.
And where there's doubt
true faith in you.
Prayer 2
Make me a channel
of your peace.
Where there's despair in life,
let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness
only light,
and where there's sadness
ever joy.
Prayer 3
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Oh, Master,
grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled
as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved, as to love
with all my soul.
Prayer 4
Make me a channel
of your peace.
It is in pardoning
that we are pardoned,
in giving unto all
that we receive,
and in dying
that we're born to eternal life.
Prayer 5
Sebastian Temple (1928-97)
based on a prayer of St Francis
© 1967 OCP Publications
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SATURDAY SINGING CLUB

How did you and the Community
in which you live help others during
the Lockdown?
FEEDING THE HUNGRY
Ruth
HELPING OUR COMMUNITY
Becky

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
PEACE
The harvest of the Spirit
is love, joy and peace.
The peace of the Lord
be always with you
and also with you.
www.justgiving.com/campaign/
ChesterCathedral
PREPARATION
OF THE ALTAR
As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once
dispersed on the hillside
are now reunited on this table
in bread and wine,
so, Lord, may your whole Church
soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth
into your kingdom.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the
Sacrament
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord
our God.
It is right to give
thanks and praise.
Why is it right to give thanks and praise?
Listen, and we will hear.

Lord of all life,
you created the universe,
where all living things
reflect your glory.
You give us this
great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.
You give us the fish in the sea,
the birds of the air,
and every plant and tree;
the life that sleeps in the winter earth,
and awakens again in the spring.
You made us all,
each wonderfully different,
to join with the angels
and sing your praise:
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Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Osanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomini Domine.
Osanna in excelsis.
We thank you, loving Father,
because, when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son.
He gave his life for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.
Send your Holy Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us
Christ's body and his blood.
Why is it right to give thanks and
praise?
Listen, and we will hear.
On the night before he died,
when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it,
and shared it with his disciples, saying:
'This is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.'
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After they had eaten,
he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks, and shared it
with his disciples, saying:
'This is my blood,
poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.'
So Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate
his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,
send your Holy Spirit,
and change us more and more
to be like Jesus our Saviour.
Why is it right to give thanks and praise?
Listen, and we will hear.
Help us, Father, to love one another,
as we look forward to that day
when suffering is ended,
and all creation is gathered
in your loving arms.
And now with the Blessed Virgin Mary
and all your saints we give you glory,
through Jesus Christ,
in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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BREAKING OF BREAD
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many,
we are one body,
because we all share
in one bread.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
AGNUS DEI
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona nobis pacem.
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Sacrament
ANTHEM
The Call

Ralph Vaughan Williams

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Lord God, you made your Church rich
through the poverty of blessed Francis:
help us, like him,
not to trust in earthly things
but to seek your heavenly gifts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Dismissal
BLESSING
May God the Father who clothes
the lilies of the field
and feeds the birds of the air,
provide us with all we need for life
in it’s fullness,
Amen.
May God the Son,
who fed the five thousand
and turned water into wine,
feed us with his life
and transform us in his love.
Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit,
who hovered over
the waters of creation
and formed the world from chaos,
form us in the likeness of Christ
and renew the face of the earth.
Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you
always. Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The Dismissal
HYMN
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace
to let you be my servant, too.
We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christlight for you
in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.
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I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh, I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we've seen this journey
through.
When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace
to let you be my servant, too.
Richard Gillard (born 1953)
© 1977 Scripture in Song/Maranatha!
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