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WELCOME 
We welcome to Chester Cathedral! It is a 
place where the mission of the church is to 
proclaim God’s love is central, and your 
welcome presence here for worship helps 
to strengthen this vital act of witness. 
 

Seating and Safety 
 
Please respect the spaces of others and if 
you’d avoid being to close to others, then 
take a RED RESERVED sign and place this 
on the seat next to you.  
 
The wearing of Masks is still encouraged to 
uphold everyone’s safety. Please wear a 
mask when singing the hymns. 
 
Order of Service 
 
We’re a paperless Cathedral and are 
working environmentally to avoid wasting 
paper. The service can be downloaded to 
your device at 
https://chestercathedral.com/services-and-
sermons/ 
 
Alternatively, a summary of the service 
with the Hymns, readings and responses 
are available on the screens 



WELCOME 
Children 
 
If you have children with you they will be 
welcome to take part in Sunday groups: 
please ask for directions. 

 
Receiving Communion   
 

We warmly invite Christians of all 
denominations to come and receive bread 
at the distribution of Holy Communion. 
Gluten-free wafers are available - please 
indicate to the priest if you require one. 
Those who prefer not to receive are 
invited either to come forward for a 
blessing or to remain in their seats. 
 
Giving in thanks 
 
Due to Covid restrictions, there is no 
collection taken; donations can be left in 
the giving box at the back, via the 
Donation Contactless Machines or on line 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/ChesterCath
edral 

 
 
 



THE GATHERING 
1 Ye servants of God,  

your Master proclaim, 
 and publish abroad  
his wonderful name; 
 the name all-victorious  
of Jesus extol; 
 His kingdom is glorious, 
and rules over all. 
 

2 God ruleth on high,  
almighty to save; 
 and still he is nigh,  
his presence we have; 
 the great congregation  
his triumph shall sing, 
 ascribing salvation  
to Jesus our king. 
 

3 'Salvation to God  
who sits on the throne!' 
 Let all cry aloud,  
and honour the Son; 
 the praises of Jesus 
the angels proclaim, 
 fall down on their faces,  
and worship the Lamb. 
 

 
 
 



THE GATHERING 
4 Then let us adore,  

and give him his right: 
 all glory and power,  
all wisdom and might, 
 all honour and blessing,  
with angels above, 
 and thanks never-ceasing,  
and infinite love. 

                
                                           LAUDATE DOMINUM 
Charles Wesley (1707-88)                                  C Hubert Parry (1848-1918) 
 
              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GATHERING  

Greeting  
The President says 

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Opening Prayer with 
children 
 

Opening Responses  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who has made heaven and earth 
O Lord my God, I cried out to you 
and you have healed me. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord: 
now and for ever. Amen. 
  
  
  
 
  
 

 
 
 



THE GATHERING    

Prayers of Penitence   
The Deacon says 

Christ himself bore our sins 
in his body on the cross 
so that, free from sin,  
we might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds we have been healed. 
 

cf 1 Peter 2. 24 
Let us confess our sins. 
  
Friend of sinners,  
you bring hope in our despair. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
  
Healer of the sick,  
you give strength in our weakness. 
Christ have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
  
Destroyer of evil,  
you bring life in our dying. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
  
 
 



THE GATHERING    

Absolution  
The President says 

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life  
in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GATHERING 
Gloria  
Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax 
hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus te, 
benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus 
te, gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, rex coelestis, 
Deus pater omnipotens, Domine fili 
unigenite Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, 
agnus Dei, filius patris. Qui tollis peccata 
mundi, miserere nobis. Qui tollis peccata 
mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram patris, miserere 
nobis. Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu solus 
Dominus, tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe. 
Cum sancto spiritu, in Gloria Dei patris. 
Amen. 

 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his 
people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy upon us; you are seated 
at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.   



THE GATHERING 
Collect 
The President says 

Let us pray. 
  
God, the giver of life, 
whose Holy Spirit wells up  
within your Church: 
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the 
gospel of Christ 
and make us eager to do your will, 
that we may share with the whole creation 
the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
 

 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 
New Testament  
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
5. 1-10 
 
Every high priest chosen from among 
mortals is put in charge of things pertaining 
to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he 
himself is subject to weakness; and because 
of this he must offer sacrifice for his own 
sins as well as for those of the people. And 
one does not presume to take this honour, 
but takes it only when called by God, just 
as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify 
himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 
“You are my Son, today I have begotten 
you”; as he says also in another place, “You 
are a priest forever, according to the order 
of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, 
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent 
submission. Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he  



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation for 
all who obey him, having been designated 
by God a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek.  

  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
                     

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 
1 Eternal God, you cry for justice, 
 and call the church that cry to share; 
 so some engage in mortal combat, 
 and some in agonising prayer. 
 
2 The human judge, for peace and quiet, 
 will heed the widow's constant cry, 
 but you, O God, for pure compassion, 
 to our petition will reply. 
 
3 Then give us grace, when all seems  
                                                       futile, 
 in hopeful prayer to persevere, 
 our hopes, our dreams, our failures  
                                                    bringing 
 to you, who all our prayers will hear. 
 
4 So may we call the world to freedom, 
 confronting all who would oppose, 
 with courage firm, the truth  
                                             proclaiming, 
 'til justice through creation flows. 
 
Michael Forster (born 1946)      SAINT CLEMENT 
© 1993 Kevin Mayhew Ltd                             Clement Schofield (1839-1904) 
 
 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
I am the way, the truth, and the life,  
says the Lord. 
No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Holy Gospel 
  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark.                     10. 35-45 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came 
forward to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, 
we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.’ And he said to them, ‘What is it 
you want me to do for you?’ And they said 
to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ 
But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, or be baptised with 
the baptism that I am baptised with?’ They 
replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink;  



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 
and with the baptism with which I am 
baptised, you will be baptised; but to sit at 
my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared.’  
  

When the ten heard this, they began to be 
angry with James and John. So Jesus called 
them and said to them, ‘You know that 
among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognise as their rulers lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them. 
But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of all. For 
the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.’  
  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon  
 

 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  

  
  
 
 
 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from  
the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the 
prophets.  
 
We believe in one holy catholic  
and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection  
of the dead,  
and the life of the world  
to come. Amen.  
 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Prayers of Intercession 
In the power of the Spirit  
and in union with Christ,  
let us pray to the Father. 
 

After each petition 
the following response may be used 

  
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  

At the end 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
  
 
  

 

  



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
Peace 

The President says 

God calls us to peace: 
in God's justice is our peace. 
Christ calls us to be God's people: 
in Christ is our peace. 
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

   

Preparation  
of the Altar 
Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry,  
who raises the poor, who fills our praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
  

 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
Eucharistic Prayer  
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 
Lord God of truth, 
for by the breath of your mouth  
you have spoken your word, 
and all things have come into being. 
You fashioned us in your image 
and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
  
Though we chose the path of rebellion 
you would not abandon your own. 
Again and again you drew us  
into your covenant of grace. 
You gave your people the law and taught 
us by your prophets  
to look for your reign of justice,  
mercy and peace. 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
As we watch for  
the signs of your kingdom on earth, 
we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and singing: 

The choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.  
Osanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomini Domini. 
Osanna in excelsis. 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 
 



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
The President continues 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love  
made perfect in our human weakness. 
  

Embracing our humanity,  
Jesus showed us the way of salvation;  
loving us to the end,  
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own,  
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign  
with him in glory.  

 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body  
which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
  

Therefore we proclaim the death  
that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection,  
his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns  
at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
As we recall the one,  
perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit   
let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood  
of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ  
and make us a perfect offering  
in your sight. 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE SACRAMENT 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy  
hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, heal the sick,  
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church  
with power from on high. 
  

Gather your people from the ends  
of the earth to feast with all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom,  
where the new creation  
is brought to perfection  
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers  
and praises into one, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 
  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
Breaking of the Bread  
The President says 

Every time we eat this bread  
and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death  
until he comes. 
  
   

Giving of Communion  

  

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy,  
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF 
THE SACRAMENT 
Agnus Dei 
The choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  
dona nobis pacem. 
  

Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 
     

Communion Motet 
Deep River          arranged Adriano Secco 

 
 



THE LITURGY  
OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Post Communion Prayer   

The President says 

Let us pray. 
  
God our Father,  
whose Son, the light unfailing, 
has come from heaven to deliver the world 
from the darkness of ignorance: 
let these holy mysteries  
open the eyes of our understanding 
that we may know the way of life,  
and walk in it without stumbling; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
  
  
 
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
 
  
 



THE DISMISSAL 

Blessing 
   

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw you to himself,  
the power of the Lord Jesus  
strengthen you in his service,  
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
  

The Deacon says 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
  
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 

1 The kingdom of God 
 is justice and joy, 
 for Jesus restores  
 what sin would destroy; 
 God's power and glory  
 in Jesus we know, 
 and here and hereafter 
 the kingdom shall grow. 
 

2 The kingdom of God 
 is mercy and grace, 
 the lepers are cleansed, 
 the sinners find place, 
 the outcast are welcomed 
 God's banquet to share, 
 and hope is awakened 
 in place of despair. 
 

3 The kingdom of God 
 is challenge and choice, 
 believe the good news, 
 repent and rejoice! 
 His love for us sinners 
 brought Christ to his cross, 
 our crisis of judgement  
 for gain or for loss. 
 
 
 



 

THE DISMISSAL 

4 God's kingdom is come, 
 the gift and the goal, 
 in Jesus begun, 
 in heaven made whole; 
 the heirs of the kingdom  
 shall answer his call, 
 and all things cry glory 
 to God all in all! 
 
Bryn Rees (1911-83)                                                                HANOVER 
© Alexander Scott                                   William Croft (1678-1727) 
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