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30th Anniversary 

 
Sunday 24th October 2021 

at 5.00pm 
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Everyone is invited for tea/coffee and refreshments in the 
Chapter house which can be found behind the organ and 
through the door in the right hand corner. You will be able 
to collect the name cards you wrote your babies name on.  
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This service has been organised by Canon Jeremy Dussek, 
Revd John Kingsley and Karen Dalton Chester miscarriage 
support group.  
 
The organisers would like to thank the Cathedral community 
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Thank you to the members of the Chester miscarriage 
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work.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Miscarriage support group 
are available for you to talk to. 

 
 

 



Page 14 of 15 
 

BLESSING 
Read by Canon Jeremy Dussek. 

 
May the love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 
The power of the Lord Jesus comfort you in your sorrow, 
He peace of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts, 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, 
Be upon you and those you love, now and through eternity. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL. 
 
Put your hand into the hand of God. Do not be afraid. God 
will go with you.  
 
Organ music 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There is a collection plate at the back of the Cathedral if 
you would kindly like to give a donation which will be 
given to  THE CHESTER MISCARRIAGE SUPPORT 
GROUP AND THE BABY GARDEN AT BLACON 
CEMETERY.  
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Welcome 

 
We welcome you to this beautiful Cathedral in the heart of 
this city for a celebration of this service.  This Cathedral is 
the seat of the Bishop of Chester and the core of a Christian 
community that has worshipped here and worked together 
for over 1100 years.  It is a place where the mission of the 
church to proclaim God’s love, and your welcome presence 
here for worship helps to strengthen this vital act of witness. 
 

 
 

Annual Memorial service 
 

The organisers of this service write 
“Whatever you experience of bereavement, you are very 

welcome to this service.  In each of our different 
experiences we are here to acknowledge our sense of loss” 
 
We ask you to print carefully on the cards provided, the 
names of your baby (babies) who you would like to be 
remembered.  During the service the name cards will be 
collected, blessed and read out, as together we remember all 
these children and commend them to God.  During the 
service the candles will be lit as a sign that there is hope and 
life, when all may seem lost. 
 
Members of the local support group are here. If you wish to 
speak to them please feel free to do so. 
 
Please collect your name cards after the service in the 
Chapter House, where refreshments are available.  
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Chester Miscarriage Support Group 

The proceeds from today’s collection will be donated to this 
group.  The aim of this group is to provide telephone support, 
on to one support and support group for parents enduring the 
loss of their baby.  We are here at the service; please talk to 
us for help or support if you wish.  We are continuing to 
fundraise to purchase Memorial Headstones that are placed 
in the Baby Garden at Blacon Cemetery.  If you would like 
to have your baby’s name engrabed on one of these 
Headstones, please ask Karen Dalton for a form. 

 

 

Karen can be contacted on 07863329763 / 01829 270083 or 
kdalton61@gmail.com 

www.chestermiscarriagesupportgroup.co.uk 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Led by Denise Hitchins 
.  
Lord, we remember now all the babies who have died; 
May they rest in peace. 
Be with them Lord. 
 
Lord, be with all of us, parents, grandparents, children and 
friends, as we mourn our loss. Strengthen the ties that bind 
us abs help us by the closeness of your love.  
Be with us Lord. 
 
Lord, we offer you our thanks for all children everywhere, 
And our prayers for those in any kind of need.  
Be with them Lord. 
 
Lord, we remember those who in past years have lost their 
babies. May you grant us all your healing peace.  
Be with us Lord. 
 
We pray for parents in whom dreams, hopes and anticipation 
have been shattered. 
Through our love and care, strengthen new hope and 
deepening love for one another.  
Be with us Lord. 
 
We give thanks and pray for those who care for babies as 
agents of your healing, doctors, midwives, nurses. We give 
you thanks for all who continue to be patient understanding 
and supportive. 
Be with them Lord. 
 
 
Song Somewhere over the rainbow    
 Sung by Rachel  
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                                A Period of silence  
 
At the end of the silence all say 
 
O God you revealed Christ to us as the light of the 
world.  
As these candles shine, dispel the darkness in our hearts 
So that in your Ishtar we may see light 
And know the comfort of your love for us  
We thank you for your healing presence 
In our sorrow and for your strength in our lives 
Give us grace to bring comfort to others 
That they too many know your light in their darkness,  
Through the same Jesus Christ out lord. 
Amen.  
           
Poem     
Loved forever.          Read by Hayley Koumas  
 
We may not see you sleeping  
Or watch you as you play  
Or kiss your infant brow 
At the closing of each day 
 
We cannot hold your fragile hand 
And show a parents love 
For you are in a greater hand 
Of the good Lord up above 
 
We may not see you go through life 
And the joy that time imparts 
Yet be sure our darling child, 
You will live forever in our 
hearts.                                            
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The Gathering 
 

Hymn. Make me a Channel of your peace.      led by Rachel 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

O Master, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console. 
To be understood, as to understand, 

To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 

Where there is darkness, only light, 
And where there’s sadness ever joy 

Refrain …….. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving of ourselves that we receive, 

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
The refrain is not sung after this verse 

 
 
 
A candle is processed by Karen Dalton as a sign of hope.  
 
 
The candle is lit and Canon Jeremy Dussek says:  
 

We light this candle as a sign of hope. 
 May the peace, hope and love that is God be with us all. 
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Welcome 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you  
And also with you. 
 
 
 
PRAYER    led by Canon Jeremy Dussek 
 
O God, you are note remote from us in heaven; 
You are with us here now, and will be with us always. 
You understand what we have been through; 
For the children we have lost, we’re your children too, are 
still our children and yours also.  
You love them more than we can tell; 
You love us more than we can imagine, 
And so without fear, O God, 
We bring you all we are and all we feel; 
Here is our wondering whether there is something wrong 
with us; 
Here, O God, is our guilt, the way we blame ourselves, 
So often unnecessarily; 
Here is our anger, and the way we blame you for what has 
happened; 
Here is our fear, here is our confusion, and our despair; 
Here is our wondering whether we will ever have another 
child, 
Or have a child at all.  
Here is our grief and sense of loss, the aching emptiness is 
our hearts. 
Hold yes tight, O God, hold us tight, and never let go. 
Amen.  
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NAMING & OFFERING OF LOVED ONES 
Led by Revd John Kingsley. 

 
In a moment we are going to commend each baby to God, 

who knows each one of us individually.  
 
You are now invited to come up to the alter to light a 
candle as a sign of hope and to remember all the babies 
that have died, during which, Rachel will sing: 
In the arms of an angel   
                                      
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven’ 
 
Loving and living God we commend these our babies now to 
your love and name them before you: 
 
Revd John Kingsley and Canon Jeffery Dussek offer names 
and conclude saying following prayer: 
 
Loving and living God, you are the source of all life    
You make nothing in vain and love all that you have made.  
Thank you for sharing with us the power to give life. 
Thank you for sending the children.  
We remember before you into our lives. 
Into your strong and gentle hands we entrust them now.  
Give us grace to believe that as Jesus died and rose again, 
So you hold all who have died in your presence for ever. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 



Page 10 of 15 
 

Poem 
Look for me in rainbows.    Read by Zara Parker-Lomax 
 
Time for me to go now, I won’t say goodbye, 
Look for me in rainbows, way up in the sky. 
In the morning sunshine when all the world is new, 
Just look for me and love me, as you know I loved you.  
 
Time for me to leave you, I won’t say goodbye, 
Look for me in rainbows, high up in the sky.  
In the evening sunset, when all the world is through  
Just look for me and love me, and I’ll be close to you. 
 
It won’t be forever, the day will come and then 
My loving arms will hold you, when we meet again.  
 
Time for us to part now, we won’t say goodbye, 
Look for me in rainbows, shining in the sky.  
Every waking moment, and all your whole life through, 
Just look for me and love me, as you know I loved you.  
 
Just wish me to be near you 
And I’ll be there for you.  
 

 
 
 

 
Organ Music - during which the Name Cards will be 
collected and placed on the Altar. 
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THE LORDS PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us, 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
are yours now and forever. Amen.  
                                     
Reading 
Psalm 23      Read by Revd John Kingsley 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

He leads me beside quiet waters, 
He restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, 

For you are with me; 
Your rod and your staff they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 
 In the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and love will follow me  

all the days of my life, 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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Poem  
My mum lies.    Read by Jackie Rowley 
 
My mum, she tells a lot of 
lies 
She never did before 
From now until she dies 
She’ll tell a whole lot 
more.  
 
Ask my mum how she is 
Abs because she can’t 
explain  
She will tell a little lie 
Because she can’t describe 
the pain.  
 
Ask my mum how she is  
She’ll say ‘I’m alright’ 
If that’s the truth, then tell 
me  
Why does she cry each 
night? 
 
Ask my mum how she is  
She seems to cope well 
She didn’t have a choice 
you see  
Nor the strength to yell. 
 
Ask my mum how she is  

‘I’m fine, I’m well, I’m 
coping’ 
For God’s sake mum just 
tell the truth  
Just say your heart is 
broken. 
 
She’ll love me all her life 
I loved her all of mine 
But if you ask her how she 
is 
She’ll lie and say she’s 
fine.  
 
I am here in Heaven 
I cannot hug from here 
If she lies to you don’t 
listen  
Hug her and hold her 
near.  
 
On the day we meet again 
We’ll smile and I’ll be 
bold 
I’ll say, ‘you’re lucky to 
get in here mum’ 
With all the lies you told. 
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Reading    
Mark 10. 13-16  Read by Revd John Kingsley 

 
 
. 

 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he 
might touch them; 
And the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw 
this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the children 
come to me, do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never 
enter it’. And he took them all up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them.  
 
 
This is the word of the lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


