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ABOUT THIS SERVICE 

Sir David Attenborough addressed the 

United Nations Security Council on 26th 

October.  

 

He told them the world is ‘perilously close’ 

to temperature tipping points that will 

send global temperatures spiralling 

‘catastrophically higher’. He says ‘No 

matter what we do now, it’s too late to 

avoid climate change. And the poorest and 

most vulnerable, those with the least 

security, are now certain to suffer. Perhaps 

the most significant lesson brought by 

these last 12 months has been that we are 

no longer separate nations, each best 

served by looking after its own needs and 

security. Our climate is warming fast. That 

is beyond doubt, Our societies and nations 

are unequal and that is sadly plain to see. 

But the question science forces us to 

address specifically in 2021 is whether as a 

result of these intertwined facts we are on 

the verger of destabilising the entire planet. 

If that is so, then the decisions we make 

this decade – in particular the decisions 

made by the most economically advanced 

nations – are the most important in human 

history.’ 
 



ABOUT THIS SERVICE 

Pope Francis spoke led Thought for the Day 

on 29th October. 

 

Climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic 

have exposed our deep vulnerability and 

raised numerous doubts and concerns 

about our economic systems and the way 

we organize our societies. 

We have lost our sense of security, and 

are experiencing a sense of powerlessness 

and loss of control over our lives. 

We find ourselves increasingly frail and 

even fearful, caught up in a succession of 

“crises” in the areas of health care, the 

environment, food supplies and the 

economy, to say nothing of social, 

humanitarian and ethical crises. All these 

crises are profoundly interconnected. They 

also forecast a “perfect storm” that could 

rupture the bonds holding our society 

together within the greater gift of God’s 

creation. 

 

Some days ago, on 4 October, I met with 

religious leaders and scientists to sign a 

Joint Appeal in which we called upon 

ourselves and our political leaders to act in 

a more responsible and consistent manner. 

I was impressed by something said by one  
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of the scientists present at that meeting. 

He told us: “If things continue as they are, 

in fifty years’ time my baby granddaughter 

will have to live in an unliveable world”. 

We cannot allow this to happen! 

 

It is essential that each of us be committed 

to this urgent change of direction, 

sustained by our own faith and spirituality. 

In the Joint Appeal, we spoke of the need 

to work responsibly towards a “culture of 

care” for our common home, but also for 

ourselves, and the need to work tirelessly 

to eliminate “the seeds of conflicts: greed, 

indifference, ignorance, fear, injustice, 

insecurity and violence”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 

1  Sing for God’s glory  

that colours the dawn of creation,  

Racing across the sky,  

trailing bright clouds of elation;  

Sun of delight  

succeeds the velvet of night,  

warming the earth’s exultation  

 

2  Sing for God’s power  

that shatters the chains that would 

bind us,  

searing the darkness of fear  

and despair that could blind us;  

touching our shame  

with love that will not lay blame, 

reaching out gently to find us.  

 

3  Sing for God’s justice  

disturbing each easy illusion,  

tearing down tyrants  

and putting our pride to confusion; 

lifeblood of right,  

resisting evil and slight,  

offering freedom’s transfusion.  

 

 

 

 



HYMN 

4  Sing for God’s saints  

who have travelled faith’s journey 

before us,  

who in our weariness  

give us their hope to restore us;  

In them we see  

the new creation to be,  

Spirit of love made flesh for us.  

      
 Kathy Galloway (born 1952)      LOB DEN HERREN 

                    Strasland Gesangbuch (1665) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME AND 

OPENING RESPONSES 
Come and celebrate our common home 

We gather with the family of 

humanity.  

With the mountains, islands and deserts 

We honour the glory of God in 

creation.  

With the lakes, rivers and seas 

we come to the source of living 

water.  

With the land, its soil, seeds and 

sustenance  

we give thanks for God’s generous 

provision.  

With the forests of great trees, the lungs 

of the planet  

we will sing with joy and clap our 

hands. 

We join with the whole of creation, 

inspired by those who have gone before 

and the prophetic voices of today  

We dare to praise and pray for 

another possible world.  

To the glory of God. 

Amen! 

 

 



BENEDICITE 

O all ye Works of the Lord, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 

O ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord 

: praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Heavens, bless ye the Lord : praise 

him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Waters that be above the Firmament, 

bless ye the Lord : praise him, and magnify 

him for ever. 

O all ye Powers of the Lord, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 

O ye Sun and Moon, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Stars of Heaven, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Showers and Dew, bless ye the Lord 

: praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Winds of God, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Fire and Heat, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Winter and Summer, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 
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O ye Dews and Frosts, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Frost and Cold, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Ice and Snow, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Nights and Days, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Light and Darkness, bless ye the Lord 

: praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Lightnings and Clouds, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 

O let the Earth bless the Lord : yea, let it 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Mountains and Hills, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 

O all ye Green Things upon the Earth, 

bless ye the Lord : praise him, and magnify 

him for ever. 

O ye Wells, bless ye the Lord : praise him, 

and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Seas and Floods, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Whales, and all that move in the 

Waters, bless ye the Lord : praise him, and 

magnify him for ever. 
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O all ye Fowls of the Air, bless ye the Lord 

: praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O all ye Beasts and Cattle, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 

O ye Children of Men, bless ye the Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O let Israel bless the Lord : praise him, and 

magnify him for ever. 

O ye Priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord 

: praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Servants of the Lord, bless ye the 

Lord : praise him, and magnify him for 

ever. 

O ye Spirits and Souls of the Righteous, 

bless ye the Lord : praise him, and magnify 

him for ever. 

O ye holy and humble Men of heart, bless 

ye the Lord : praise him, and magnify him 

for ever. 

O Ananias, Azarias and Misael, bless ye the 

Lord : 

praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen 

 



PRAYER OF LAMENT 
O God, the heavens are not glad, 

the Earth does not rejoice warming gases 

fill the atmosphere pollution turns clean air 

foul climate breakdown wreaks havoc.  

 

The sea roars with the grief of all the 

plastic that fills it of the destruction of 

coral reef.  

 

The fields exclaim despair for delayed rains 

and prolonged drought for species 

extinction on a daily basis.  

 

No song of joy rings out from the trees of 

the forest decimated by forest fires.  

 

How long O God, how long until your 

justice comes for all your creatures and 

the Earth? In you we put our trust.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF 

CONFESSION 

For the beauty of the Earth desecrated by 

pollution extinguished by forest fires 

choked by plastic waste Christ, our God, 

to you we plead  

forgive us for systemic greed.  

 

For the urgency of this hour ignored by 

apathy or procrastination wasted by 

ineffective decisions denied by economic 

interests Christ, our God and Saviour, 

forgive us for selfish short-term 

behaviour.  

 

For the joy of human love fractured by 

forced migration crushed by bereavement 

lost to typhoons, floods, starvation Christ, 

our God, bringer of justice  

forgive us for this climate crisis.  

 

God forgive you,  

Jesus bless you.  

God’s Spirit help you to grow in love. 
Amen. 

 

  



ANTHEM 

View me, Lord, a work of thine! 

Shall I then lie downed in night? 

Might thy grace in me but shine, 

I should seem made all of light. 

 

Cleanse me, Lord, that I may kneel 

at thine altar pure and white; 

they at once thy mercies feel, 

gaze no more on earth's delight. 

 

Worldly joys like shadows fade 

when the heavenly light appears; 

but the covenants Thou hast made, 

endless, know not days nor years. 

 

In thy word, Lord, is my trust, 

to thy mercies fast I fly; 

though I am but clay and dust, 

yet thy grace can lift me high. 
 
Words by Thomas Campion (1567-1620) 

Music by Richard Lloyd (1933-2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 READING 

Listen my people.  

I need to talk with you.  

I have questions.  

I need answers.  

I have cared for you.  

I rescued you from slavery.  

I gave you wise leaders,  

both women and men.  

You need to remember the stories  

of who I am and what I have done.  
 

Listen my people.  

I am talking to those of you  

who live in the countryside.  

I am questioning those of you  

who live in cities and towns.  
 

What have I done to you?  

How have I wearied you?  

Speak, the mountains are listening to you. 

The Earth is waiting to hear your voice. 

What can I do?  

What can I bring to God?  

What does God want of me?  

What will keep God happy?  

What will keep God off my back?  

Would God be impressed with barrels and 

barrels of olive oil?  
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Would God be satisfied  

with thousands of animals from my flocks? 

Perhaps my riches are not enough?  

Should I offer to God  

the life of my precious first-born child?  

 

Listen mortal.  

Listen to what God says.  

Look carefully at how God acts. 

Remember the stories  

of what God has done.  

God has shown you clearly  

what is bad and what is good.  

You are to do justice to act fairly.  

Do justice in the home and in the street 

and in the marketplace.  

Do justice in your community.  

Work with others to do justice globally. 

Do justice with strangers and friends and 

family alike.  

You are to love kindness.  

You are to be generous.  

You are to share your resources and share 

them with a smile.  

You are to care for those in need.  

You are to walk humbly with God.  

No pretence, no bluster.  

You are to walk wisely and purposefully.  



READING 

You are to pray and wonder.  

You are to respect the Earth.  

You are to experience and learn who God 

is and what God is about.  

Listen up mortal.  

God has told you what is good. So do it. 

Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly 

with your God. 

 

Micah 6.1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



READING 

Only the willingly ignorant continue to 

deny the link between our consumerist 

lifestyles, climate change, and suffering in 

the developing world. Promoting economic 

growth as the answer to all our problems, 

and in particular global poverty, is 

irresponsible. We need to recognise that 

our current growth-oriented system is 

driven by powerful economic interests set 

on making profits, however short term. 

‘And it is just plain wrong to ignore the 

suffering of the poorest and most 

vulnerable populations in the world 

especially when they are the least 

contributors to climate change.’ 

 

Katalina Tahaafe-Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 

1 Where are the voices for the earth? 

 Where are the eyes to see her pain, 

 wasted by our consuming path. 

 weeping the tears of poisoned rain? 

 

2 Sacred the soil that hugs the seed, 

 sacred the silent fall of snow, 

 sacred the world that God decreed, 

 water and sun and river flow. 

 

3 Where shall we run who break this  

                                                      code, 

 where shall tomorrow's children be, 

 left with the ruined gifts of God, 

 death for the creatures, land, and sea? 

 

4 We are the voices for the earth, 

 we who will care enough to cry, 

 cherish her beauty, clear her breath, 

 live that our planet may not die. 

 
Shirley E Murray (1931-2020)                        FULDA 

© 1999 Hope Publishing Company.  

                     Sacred Melodies (1815 London Gardiner) 

 

 

 



READING 

As the Father has loved me, so I have 

loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. I 

have said these things to you so that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be complete. 

 

‘This is my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you. No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. I do 

not call you servants any longer, because 

the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me but I chose 

you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 

will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. I am giving you these commands so 

that you may love one another. 

 

John 15. 9-17 

 



READING 

Every crisis calls for vision, the ability to 

formulate plans and put them rapidly into 

action, to rethink the future of the world, 

our common home, and to reassess our 

common purpose. 

 

These crises present us with the need to 

take decisions, radical decisions that are 

not always easy. At the same time, 

moments of difficulty like these also 

present opportunities, opportunities that 

we must not waste. 

 

We can confront these crises by retreating 

into isolationism, protectionism and 

exploitation. Or we can see in them a real 

chance for change, a genuine moment of 

conversion, and not simply in a spiritual 

sense. 

 

This last approach alone can guide us 

towards a brighter horizon. Yet it can only 

be pursued through a renewed sense of 

shared responsibility for our world, and an 

effective solidarity based on justice, a sense 

of our common destiny and a recognition 

of the unity of our human family in God’s 

plan for the world. 



READING 

All this represents an immense cultural 

challenge. It means giving priority to the 

common good, and it calls for a change in 

perspective, a new outlook, in which the 

dignity of every human being, now and in 

the future, will guide our ways of thinking 

and acting. 

 

The most important lesson we can take 

from these crises is our need to build 

together, so that there will no longer be 

any borders, barriers or political walls for 

us to hide behind. 

 

Pope Francis (born 1936) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANTHEM 

How fresh, oh Lord, how sweet and clean 

are thy returns! even as the flowers in 

spring; 

to which, besides their own demean, 

the late-past frosts tributes of pleasure 

bring. 

Grief melts away 

like snow in May, 

as if there were no such cold thing. 

 

Who would have thought my shriveled 

heart 

could have recovered greenness? It was 

gone 

quite underground; as flowers depart 

to see their mother-root, when they have 

blown, 

where they together 

all the hard weather, 

dead to the world, keep house unknown. 

      
And now in age I bud again, 

after so many deaths I live and write; 

I once more smell the dew and rain, 

and relish versing. Oh, my only light, 

it cannot be 

that I am he 

on whom thy tempests fell all night. 



ANTHEM 

These are thy wonders, Lord of love, 

to make us see we are but flowers that 

glide; 

which when we once can find and prove, 

thou hast a garden for us where to bide; 

who would be more, 

swelling through store, 

forfeit their Paradise by their pride. 

 
The Flower - Alec Roth (born 1948) 

Words by George Herbert (1593-1633) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTERCESSIONS 

God of abundant life,  

we see your goodness all around us  

and we thank you for every part of it;  

from the plants and animals  

which play their part in complex 

ecosystems,  

to the dry deserts and stormy seas  

which test the limits of life.  
 

We pray that in this time of climate crisis 

and ecological emergency,  

you may help us to rediscover  

your love of creation  

and to reflect that in our own lives.  

God, in your mercy  

hear our prayer. 
 

God who speaks through unexpected 

people,  

we thank you for contemporary prophets 

who are challenging us  

to act on climate change;  

for indigenous people  

and their invaluable knowledge of the land 

and sea where they live,  

for scientists dedicating their careers to 

warning us about changes to the planet, 

and for young people striking for their 

future.  



INTERCESSIONS 

We pray that you will help those in power 

to hear their prophetic voices.  

Help them to see beyond short-term 

political priorities and business plans 

and give them wisdom and courage  

when they face difficult decisions.  

God, in your mercy  

hear our prayer. 
 

God of second chances,  

we recognise the damage  

we have done to the Earth  

and the injustice we see in society,  

all of it fuelled by worship of profit and 

possessions.  
 

We pray for the coming of a better world 

with justice, kindness and humility  

at its heart.  

We ask that you guide us to be co-

creators of this new world.  

Give us confidence  

to follow the prophetic voices to stand 

against injustice to people and to planet.  

So that together, in your strength,  

we stop this climate crisis. 

God, in your mercy  

hear our prayer. 

 



ANTHEM 

God be in my head, and in my 

understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
 

Words from Sarum Primer (1558) 

Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

We ask all this in the name of your Son, 

who taught us to pray together. 
    

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass 

against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BLESSING 

May God bless us  

with wonder at creation’s glory.  

May God bless us  

with fury at creation’s spoiling.  

May God bless us  

with courage at this critical hour.  

And may the blessing of God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

rest upon us and on all creation,  

this day and for the future to come. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 

 for the beauty of the skies, 

 for the love which from our birth 

 over and around us lies: 

 

 Christ our God, to you we raise  

 this our sacrifice of praise.  

  

2 For the beauty of each hour 

 of the day and of the night, 

 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

 sun and moon and stars of light: 

   

3 For each perfect gift and sign 

 of your love so freely given, 

 graces human and divine, 

 flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

  
Folliott S Pierpoint (1835-1917)        ENGLAND’S LANE 

                                          Geoffrey Shaw (1879-1943) 
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