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HYMN 

At 10.28am, Chester Cathedral Choir (directed 

by Philip Rushforth), Cathedral Servers, Clergy 

and Civic Representatives move to their places 

by the War Memorial. 

At 10.30am, the Chester City Band (directed 

by Ewan Easton MBE) lead the congregation 

to sing 

1 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 

 pilgrim through this barren land; 

 I am weak, but thou art mighty, 

 hold me with thy powerful hand: 

 bread of heaven, 

 feed me now and evermore. 
 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

 whence the healing stream doth flow; 

 let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

 lead me all my journey through: 

 strong deliverer, 

 be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

 bid my anxious fears subside; 

 death of death, and hell's destruction 

 land me safe on Canaan's side: 

 songs of praises 

 I will ever give to thee.  

  

William Williams (1717-91)         CWM RHONDDA  

tr Peter Williams (1727-96)      John Hughes (1873-1932) 



GATHERING 
The Very Revd Dr Tim Stratford,  

Dean of Chester, says 

  

We gather today to remember all those 

from this community who were caught up 

in the courageous but tragic events of the 

two World Wars and subsequent conflicts 

since. We remember those who were 

killed in action, or by disease, the 

bereaved, the lost, the families which were 

shattered, the wounded and injured, those 

who hold in silence, unspeakable memories 

of warfare.  

  

We continue to remember the courage 

and fortitude of those who give their lives 

for the freedom of this country as well as 

those who serve and fight in conflicts 

across the world today. As we long for the 

time when war will be no more, let us pray 

for Christ’s example of sacrificial love and 

mercy to be upheld and given as an 

example to our broken and vulnerable 

world. 
  
  
  
 

  



GATHERING 

Revd Jonathan Phillips,  

Chaplain to the Mayor of Chester  

and Vicar of St Peter’s at the Cross, says 

Let us pray. 

  

Father of all,  

look with love on your world. 
  

We hold before your   

all who suffered in wars past and present, 

those who return scarred by conflict,  

feeling broken and disillusioned  

and those who mourn and are fractured 

from war. 
 

Remember too 

those who act with kindly compassion,  

those who risk their own lives  

for their comrades,  

and those who in the aftermath of war,  

continue to work tirelessly for a more 

peaceful world.  
 

As we remember them, 

we pray for the time   

when people of every language, race,  

and nation will be brought together  

to live in unity and peace. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  



THE READING  

read by Lt Col Chris Ankers, MBE, RE 

Garrison Commander 

 

The reading is taken from the Gospel 

according to St John. Chapter 15,  

beginning to read at the nineth verse.                        
  

As the Father has loved me, so I have 

loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. I 

have said these things to you so that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be complete.  ‘This is my commandment, 

that you love one another as I have loved 

you. No one has greater love than this, to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You 

are my friends if you do what I command 

you. I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me but I chose 

you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father  

 



THE READING  

will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. I am giving you these commands so 

that you may love one another.  
John 15. 9-17 

Here ends the reading. 
 

THOUGHT FOR 

REMEMBRANCE 

SUNDAY  

led by Major Revd Paul Robinson CF,  

Chaplain to 75 Engineer Regiment 

  

ANTHEM 

The Cathedral Choir sings 

Justorum animae in manu Dei sunt,  

et non tanget illos tormentum malitiae.  

Visi sunt oculis insipientium mori:   

illi autem sunt in pace. 
 

The souls of the righteous  

are in the hand of God,  

and there shall no torment touch them.   

In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die:  

but they are in peace. 
 

Wisdom 3. 1–3       Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924) 



PRAYERS   

Canon Jeremy Dussek, Canon Precentor and 

Canon Jane Brooke, Canon Missioner and Vice-

Dean, lead the intercessions 

 

Recalling the service and sacrifice of those 

who go to War and those they left behind, 

let us pray to the Lord for our own 

generation: for all involved in warfare and 

all who seek peace. 

  

For nations still torn by war or civil 

discord, where humanity is shattered, for 

their people and their leaders; that the 

causes of our human hatreds be made 

known, and that the desire for peace may 

overcome them; 

  

Lord in your mercy: 

Hear our prayer. 

  

For those who suffer from the effects of 

war: for veterans, for families grieving the 

loss of loved ones, and for all whom war 

has left vulnerable, displaced, or without 

hope. 

 

Lord in your mercy: 

Hear our prayer. 



PRAYERS   

For those who serve the cause of peace 

and liberty among the troubled nations of 

the world; for the armed forces of the 

Crown and of our allied nations, and for all 

who continue to fight against injustice and 

oppression; 
  

Lord in your mercy: 

Hear our prayer. 
  

For the young people of our present 

generation, and for all who will influence 

the future of this country, that they may 

gain wisdom from all the memories and 

stories of all conflicts, for generations now 

passing: the children bereaved of their 

parents today; those who endured 

privation and hardship, those who fought 

for freedom in Europe, those who for our 

tomorrow gave their today; 
  

Lord in your mercy: 

Hear our prayer. 
  

O God of truth and justice,  

we hold before you  

those whose memory we cherish,   

and those whose names we will never 

know.  
  



PRAYERS 

Help us to lift our eyes  

above the torment  

of this broken world,  

and grant us the grace  

to pray for those who wish us harm.  

As we honour the past,  

may we put our faith in your future;  

for you are the source of life and hope, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And so together we pray 
  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation            

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
  

 

 



HYMN 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 our shelter from the stormy blast, 

 and our eternal home. 
 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

 Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

 sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

 and our defence is sure. 
 

3 Before the hills in order stood, 

 or earth received her frame, 

 from everlasting Thou art God, 

 to endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

 are like an evening gone; 

 short as the watch that ends the night 

 before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

 bears all its sons away; 

 they fly forgotten, as a dream 

 dies at the opening day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 be Thou our guard while troubles last, 

 and our eternal home!  
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)      ST ANNE 

Based on Psalm 90                                            William Croft (1678-1727)                



PLEDGE TO PEACE  

Canon Jeremy Dussek says 

Let us pledge ourselves anew  

to the service of God 

and our fellow men and women:  

that we may help,  

encourage, and comfort others,  

and support those working 

for the relief of the needy 

and for the peace and welfare  

of the nations. 

  

Lord God our Father, 

we pledge ourselves  

to serve all humanity, 

in the cause of peace, 

for the relief of want and suffering, 

and for the praise of your name. 

Guide us by your Spirit;  

give us wisdom; 

give us courage;  

give us hope: 

and keep us faithful now and always. 

Amen. 
  

  
 

 

 



ACT OF COMMITMENT  

Canon Jane Brooke invites all to make the 

commitment and pledge to peace 

  

Let us commit ourselves  

to responsible living and faithful service.  

  

Will you strive for all that makes for 

peace?  

We will. 

 

Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?  

We will. 

 

Will you work for a just future for all 

humanity?  

We will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 

Dean Tim Stratford says 

Let us remember before God,  

and commend to his sure keeping: 

those who have died  

for their country in war;  

those whom we knew,  

and whose memory we treasure;  

and all who have lived and died in the 

service of the peoples of the world. 

 

Revd Jonathan Phillips says 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty and eternal God,   

from whose love in Christ  

we cannot be parted,  

either by death or life:   

hear our prayers and thanksgivings 

for all whom we remember this day;   

fulfil in them the purpose of your love   

and bring us all, with them,  

to your eternal joy. 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

A short silence may follow; the Parade is then 

called to attention 

  

 



ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 

read by Lt Col Chris Ankers, MBE, RE 

Garrison Commander, then says 

They shall grow not old  

as we that are left grow old:  

age shall not weary them,  

nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun  

and in the morning  

we will remember them. 

We will remember them. 

  
From For the Fallen 

Laurence Binyon (1869-1943) 

  

THE LAST POST 

 

THE SILENCE 

THE REVEILLE 

THE KOHIMA EPITAPH  

WO1 Robert Debenham,  

Garrison Sergeant Major, says  

When you go home  

tell them of us and say, 

for your tomorrow, we gave our today. 
  

The Parade stands at ease 



THE WREATH LAYING  

Lady Alexis Redmond MBE, Lord Lieutenant of 

Cheshire places a wreath at the War 

Memorial followed by Robert Mee DL, High 

Sheriff of Cheshire, Cllr Bob Rudd, Chairman 

of Cheshire West and Chester Council, Cllr the 

Right Worshipful Martyn Delaney, the Lord 

Mayor of Chester, Alexander Siddell, 

representative of the Grosvenor Estate, other 

military, the Garrison Commander, then other 

city, service and local dignitaries, directed by 

the75 Engineer Regiment. 

 

The Chester City Band plays over the last two 

lines of the National Anthem and then all sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE NATIONAL 

ANTHEM  

God save our gracious Queen, 

long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen! 

Send her victorious, 

happy and glorious, 

long to reign over us; 

God save the Queen. 
  

Author unknown (c1745)  NATIONAL ANTHEM 

popularised by Thomas Arne (1710-78) 

 

THE BLESSING 

Dean Tim Stratford says 

Go forth into the world in peace;  

be of good courage;  

hold fast that which is good;  

render to no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the faint-hearted;  

support the weak; help the afflicted; 

honour all people; love and serve the Lord;   

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be amongst you and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
 

The Choir, followed by Servers, Clergy and 

Civic Representatives return to the Cathedral 
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